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*Your ORIGINAL priceless 
weekly newspaper” 


10th COWBRIDGE FOOD 
& DRINK FESTIVAL TAKES 
PLACE THIS WEEKEND! 

THIS Saturday (October 26 and Sunday, October 
27) the Cowbridge Food & Drink Festival will 
descend on the town bringing the very best in 
Welsh food, drink and produce. 

How far it has come in 10 years! It is now one 
of Wales’ most highly-regarded town festivals. 

As enthusiastic cooks and chefs say: ‘Enjoy!’ 


POPPY APPEAL 
IN COWBRIDGE 

THE annual Poppy Appeal will take place 
in Cowbridge and the surrounding villages 
from Saturday, October 26. 

Poppies will be available from collectors in 
Cowbridge High Street and at the usual outlets in 
shops, banks and pubs. 

Said David Howell, Hon Poppy Appeal 
Organiser: “Last year was a record achievement for 
Cowbridge when a record sum of £11,390 was col¬ 
lected. This was a magnificent achievement, espe¬ 
cially at a time when so many charities were experi¬ 
encing a reduction in income, and we believe clear¬ 
ly demonstrates public support for the welfare of our 
Servicemen and women and their families. 

“Once again, we invite the public to look out for 
our collectors and show their generosity in support¬ 
ing this very worthy cause. ” 


Established 1983 


WWW. shampan. org. net 
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Award Winning Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 


10 ®/ 
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Specials 


4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. _ 

NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


DELICIOUS 

TAKE 

lAWAYS 


Book now for 
CHRISTMAS 
DAY DINNER 

Traditional 
Sunday Lunch 
or Indian Dinner 

£20 per person 

inc. glass of 
champagne 


are too good to miss! 


NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - I I pm 


* Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 




Ray’s charity 
bearing fruit 


THE charity founded in Cowbridge by the 
late Ray Murray, Prostate Cymru, is cele¬ 
brating - after the announcement in last 
week's Draft Budget that the Welsh 
Government will fund an extra Da Vinci 
robotic surgical sys¬ 
tem, to treat 
prostate cancer 
patients in south¬ 
west Wales and 
north Wales. 

This is in addition to 
the funding announced 
in the summer for a Da 
Vinci robotic surgicai 
system in south Waies. 

It is something that 
the Cowbridge-based 
charity has been 
extremeiy vocai in 
bringing to the pubiic's 
attention, inciuding a 
petition presented to the 
Weish Assembiy that 
featured over 2,000 sig¬ 
natures, representing 
every Assembiy con¬ 
stituency. 

At the time the chari¬ 
ty started its campaign, 
there were more than 30 
such machines in 
England - but none in 
Wales. 

Spokeswoman 
Angharad Jones told 
The GEM: “Prostate 
Cymru will still 
fundraise in this area, in 


order to provide bursaries for doctors and nurses to 
train on these new machines. 

“Again, this event has added poignancy, consid¬ 
ering the sad passing of our founder and chairman, 
Ray Murray, earlier this year, who worked so tire¬ 
lessly to fight for a fair deal for Welsh men.” 


ABOVE: Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School recently staged their highly- 
entertaining musical show Annie. 

SEE PAGE 4 EOR MORE PICTURES EROM 
THE SHOW AND PHILIP IRWIN’S VERDICT! 
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DELICIOUS lunchtime and ^ 
evening Christmas menus ^ 
served Dec 2nd - 21st. ~ 

^ View the full menus on our website 
including Boxing Day and New Years. 

^ 04}matt until ^ktistmas to visit us? 

Function room for private parties - seats 20. 


Mondays 
Curry Night 

£6.95 incl drink 


Sunday 

Lunches 


(12 noon-4pm) from 
£7.95. Seasonal veg I 
Children’s portion^ 


Bar menu, main menu and children’s menu available throughout the week. 
We look forward to welcoming you soon. 

To make a reservation call 01656 890080 

k www.thestarinnwick.co.uk Kj 

♦ full menus online ™ 
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NOW OPEN 

Visit our showroom today to 
see examples of what 
we can do for you! 
Spedalisii^ in vehicle wrappii^ 
for private and commercial clients. 

All general graphics, 
signs, banners and large 
format digital printing... 
plus lots more! 




Wide format | 

Window decoration/ 
graphics 
tic vehicle signs 


01446 776800 
Graphics 2 Wrap 
Unit 29 Vale Business Park 
Llandow, CF71 7PF 
www.graphics2wrap.co.uk 
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WHO BENEFITS 
FROM BUS LOSS? 


They in turn changed 
the bus route through 
Rhoose to Cardiff with 
14 bus stops, to a route 
with only five bus stops. 

When a public trans¬ 
port service is dependant 
on passengers to be a 
success, where is the 
logic? 

It was hinted that we 
could lose our bus pass¬ 
es. I suppose that when 
we are fare-paying pas¬ 
sengers, when one bus 
comes along, there will 
be two! 

G Trickett, 

Rhoose. 


H aving 

attended a 
meeting with 
regards to the X91 
bus being taken off, 

I am not surprised 
at the reasons 
given. 

The only ones to ben¬ 
efit from lUioose’s loss 
was the Assembly. 

By cutting out the 
bus, people could not 
use their bus pass, thus 
saving the Assembly the 
cost of a fixed sum per 
pass to the bus company. 

NO PROBLEM 
ON THE BUSES! 

I WISH some 
people would 
take time to get 
their facts right in 
The GEM letters 
columns. 

First someone said 
they were refused free 
bus travel before 9.30am 
on the grounds that the 
over- 60s cannot travel 
free before then. Last 
week, it was why would 
over-60s want to travel 
before 9.30am? 

If anyone took the 
time to check with 
Cardiff Bus, ''there are 
no current restrictions 



f We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


"Shale gas is a 
needed resource’ 

W 


on when you can use a 
concessionary pass. ” - 
This is a direct quote 
from the shared services 
supervisor of Cardiff 
Bus). 

We have travelled to 
Heath Hospital on the 95 
bus quite a few times in 
the last year, all before 
9.30am and have never 
been refused. 

All this does is scare 


ITH reference to the ‘Fracking’ 
letter in the October 10 issue, I 
find it extraordinary that as 
‘Spokesperson for Energy’ for his politi¬ 
cal party, Llyr Gruffydd seems so easily 
misled about ‘fracking’. 

He joins so many others who campaign against 
shale gas development, but whose arguments are 
based upon anecdotal reports which are sometimes 
scientifically contradictory or, often, entirely false. 

It’s scaremongering to refer to tremors around 
Blackpool as if they were earthquakes and to the 
injection of certain additives as if they are at high 
volumes and life-threatening. 

These, along with claims of potable water con¬ 
tamination, are alarmist exaggerations. 

They reflect the unfounded hysteria that sur¬ 
rounds this extraction method - a procedure that 


and worry elderly people has been regulated and safely used in oil and gas 


who cannot access 
information on the inter¬ 
net, as I have done. 

M B Denton, 

Barry. 

‘Use the bus 
or lose it...’ 


H eartfelt 

thanks to the 
kind couple 
who took me out of 
their way when I 
flagged them down 
in Millbrook Road, 
after sprinting 
around Dinas Powys 
in pursuit of the 86 
bus, which was run¬ 
ning quite a few 
minutes early that 
day. 

The bus arrived at the 
stop in the Square as the 
couple pulled away, so I 
would never have 
caught it without their 
help. 


It’s a fantastic and 
friendly service, running 
on Thursdays and 
Saturdays from Sully to 
Culverhouse Cross, giv¬ 
ing a two-hour shop¬ 
ping/socialising slot (£4 
return for us under-60s). 

There is plenty of 
room for storing shop¬ 
ping. Very helpful driv¬ 
er. 

Use it or lose it - just 
make sure you get to the 
bus stop early! 

And thank you again 
to those generous 
strangers who made 
such a difference to my 
day. 

Kay Holder, Dinas 
Powys. 


production for decades. Clearly there is a lack of 
rational and objective debate on this topic. 

The UK’s reliance upon imported gas increases 
yearly, at a huge cost to each of us, while we poten¬ 
tially sit upon a massive reserve of our own gas. 

If the UK is to return to economic strength and 
have its citizens enjoy low-cost energy, we must 
encourage, not block, the exploitation of such a nat¬ 
ural resource. 

Renewable energy sources should be pursued but 
they are long-term prospects - while, in contrast, 
shale gas is the most commercial, most extensive 

Cost of chairs versus 
the cost of living 


and most immediately available energy resource we 
have. 

The USA has turned around its energy position 
as a result of safely extracting shale gas. It now has 
a century’s worth of gas already discovered and is 
well on its way to being energy self-sufficient, no 
longer at the mercy of foreign suppliers. The UK 
could go the same way. 

My message to Mr Gruffydd and other cam¬ 
paigners is by all means argue for regulation and 
control of shale gas exploration and production, but 
don’t spread misinformation about it. 

L T Greenwood, Cowbridge. 

‘Who is responsible 
for wasting monep?’ 

K? 


R“ 


EGARDING 
the story in 
Jast week’s 
paper concerning 
the Vale Council’s 
£250,000 revamp, 
are other readers 
aware that £52,850 
has already been 
allocated for the 
purchase of 70 new 
chairs? 

The council justifies 


this expenditure by a ^ ^ 

requirement to meet with ^ / 


ECENTLY it 
has been 
revealed that 
a revamp/refit of 
the Vale Council 
Chambers has cost 
the taxpayer about 
a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion pounds. 

Sixty new chairs, 
costing between £569 
and £786 each, is scan¬ 
dalous in these times of 
economic austerity. Who 
is responsible for this 
ridiculous waste of pub¬ 
lic money? 

Another example of 


BUS SERVICES: ‘contact 
your Assembly member’ 

[ CAN’T see what 
Vale MP Alun 
Cairns hoped to 


achieve by having a 
second meeting to 
discuss public 
transport in the 
Vale. 


Bus services, or the 
lack of them, are a mat¬ 
ter for local councillors 
and the Welsh Assembly 
Government. 

I have written to the 
Vale AM, Jane Hutt, 
with my concerns about 
cuts to bus services; she 
passed my comments to 


transport minister 
Edwina Hart, who is 


disability laws. Surely a 
more viable means of 
spending this money 
would have been to 
install another lift in the 
building, as a stair-lift is 
not conducive to wheel¬ 
chair access? 

Also, my understand¬ 
ing is that this is to be 
paid from out of the 
Capital Budget. At a 
time when we are facing 
cuts in services, and 
council tax increases, 
more and more people in 
Barry are finding it diffi¬ 
cult to live. 

At last night’s PACT 
meeting, I was informed 


over wasteful spending 
of taxpayers’ money is 
the saga of the wasting 
of money on the tempo¬ 
rary car park at Nells 
Point Barry Island, 
which last year alone 
cost £500,000, and this 
year they spent a further 
£360,000 on it. 

They installed tempo¬ 
rary portable toilets adja¬ 
cent to the severely neg¬ 
lected and run-down 
public convenience 
block which is a listed 
building. 

These portable toilets 
cost the taxpayer £700 
per week, and they did 
not even have hand 


already taking action and *cLtsTand‘TOre°d'is*‘’ 


They now propose to 
spend a further sum of 
money on building a 
new toilet block on the 
eastern end of the prom¬ 
enade. 

The money they have 
wasted so far would 
have more than covered 
the cost of refurbishing 
the neglected public con¬ 
venience block at Nells 
Point. 

The council say that 
the vacant land/car park 
at Nells Point is now up 
for sale. The Caravan 
Club of Great Britain 
expressed an interest in 
the site in 2010, before 
any money was spent on 
the temporary car park. 

If their proposals had 
been accepted, it would 
have provided much- 
needed accommodation 
for Barry Island and 
stimulated the economy 
of the area. 

Why do we have 
excuses from the cabinet 
member for regeneration 
as to why The Welsh 
Government refused the 
council’s bid for £15 
million in regeneration 
money? 

Barrie V Evans, 

Group Coordinator 
Barry First Group, 
Coordinator Barry 
Voice Group. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


her staff have had a 
meeting with bus opera¬ 
tors to review options 
and to evaluate the 
potential of reinstating 
services. 

Ms Hutt has kept me 
fully informed on devel¬ 
opments. 

Mr Cairns can do 
nothing to help anyone 
who has problems with 
the bus services. 

I urge people to speak 
to their local councillor, 
or contact their Welsh 
Assembly member. 

It’s the only way to 
get action on bus servic¬ 
es and to be kept up-to- 
date with any develop¬ 
ments. 

G Smith, 

Llantwit Major. 


turbing was being told 
that this can be attrib¬ 
uted to ‘retired persons.’ 
Why is it that our elder¬ 
ly, many of whom have 
never committed a 
crime, are suddenly 
reverting to shoplifting, 
while members of our 
council content them¬ 
selves with sitting on 
chairs costing £755 
each? 

How can they justify 
buying a chair costing 
£755 when the people in 
this town they claim to 
represent, are struggling 
to survive? 

P Inch (nee Moore), 
Barry. 

(More Letters 
on page 21) 


Question of priorities 

J 


'UST where are 
the priorities? 

I made a rare 
visit to my doctor 
yesterday, and he 
diagnosed a prob¬ 
lem that needed an 
X-ray. 

He gave me the num¬ 
ber of the local Barry 
Community Hospital 
and told me to ring 
them and make an 
appointment. I did that, 
and was informed that I 
would have to go to 
Cardiff as their X-ray 
machine had been bro¬ 


ken since July, and they 
could not afford to have 
it mended. 

I note that the coun¬ 
cil have just paid £52 -i- 
for 70 chairs for their 
Chambers which are 
not used on a regular 
basis. 

Surely the funding 
for that would have 
been better spent on the 
Health Service to repair 
the X-Ray machine that 
more people would 
have benefited from. 

A disgruntled pension- 
er(Name and address 
supplied). 


Property prices: 
who is to blame? 

W ITH reference to the GEM let¬ 
ter on October 10 headed 
‘House prices are to blame’, I 
agree with Mr David Rosser. 

Can any GEM readers tell me who actually starts 
the ball rolling to set off a property panic, where 
prices practically double overnight with a little 
gazumping. 

Banks, estate agents, solicitors, etc all benefit 
from a property panic - but then, of course, comes 
the crash which we have still not recovered from. 

M Westcott, Dinas Powys. 

"What is the point 
of consultation?' 


C throws a lit¬ 
tle more light 
on why the coun¬ 
cil’s regeneration 
bid was turned 
down, ‘Trust is the 
way to work for the 
good of the Vale’, 
The GEM, October 
10 . 

It also reveals a con¬ 
tradiction between the 


OUN Burnett quate infrastructure and 
the loss of amenities and 
facilities in the town. 

The loss of the five 
Conservative seats in 
Barry also spoke vol¬ 
umes about the unsus¬ 
tainable housing propos¬ 
als. 

On the face of it we 
have the Welsh 
Government telling the 
council to listen to the 
Barry public, and when 


Welsh Government’s key *7 ‘‘“t'‘PP”' 
principles of community told by the 


engagement for the LDP 
and the Minister “shift¬ 
ing his regeneration 
focus to address the 
huge housing pressures”. 

When the Barry com¬ 
munity was consulted, it 
gave a clear message of 
too much housing des¬ 
tined for Barry, inade- 


Minister that the devel¬ 
opment of houses in 
Barry must be given 
greater importance. 

What is the point of 
engaging the community 
unless someone is will¬ 
ing to listen and act? 
Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY Member. 


Farewell to 
Postman Pat 


F irst of aii, i 
would like to 
apologise for 
being a pensioner 
and living too long 
- and as we say 
goodbye to 
Postman Pat, 
another British 
company is sold out 
for short-term prof¬ 
it and long-term 
unemployment. 

Is it only the old who 
long for a Britain-past, 
before the very nature of 
society was changed to 
grab and greed by 
Thatcherite policies that 
sold everything off, 
started the mass immi¬ 


gration for cheaper 
labour for the CBI, and 
destroyed the livelihood 
of working class people? 

Great Britain was the 
greatest country in the 
world and stood out for 
truth, integrity and 
morality - principles 
which, sadly, do not 
exist today. 

The only thing ‘great’ 
in Britain today is mass 
unemployment and the 
great arrogance of a 
Government whose only 
concern is profit, and 
which does not govern 
for the people, only for 
the rich - under the 
guise of the word 
‘Economy’. 

Colin Dudley, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL OCTOBER 31) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

24Thur 

10.08 

9.0 

22.27 

8.6 

25 Fri 

10.41 

8.4 

23.06 

8.1 

26 Sat 

11.23 

8.0 

23.55 

7.6 

27 Sun 

11.18 

7.5 



28 Mon 

00.07 

7.3 

12.47 

7.5 

29 Tues 

01.39 

7.4 

14.09 

7.6 

sowed 

02.45 

7.8 

15.09 

8.2 

SlThur 

03.43 

8.3 

15.59 

8.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews,co,uk • gemsales@tindlenews,co,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. Cr71 7EL. 
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Henry the stray 
chicken won’t 
leave new pals! 



THERE was a happy conclu¬ 
sion to the story of a chicken in 
Ystradowen that had done a 
runner from its coop. 

Last week, a resident in the village 
asked The GEM to put in an appeal for 
the owner of a runaway chicken to get 
in touch with her. 

Clare Adams explained: “There has 
been a stray chicken staying in the cul- 
de-sac of Lon Pinwydden, 
Ystradowen. 

“It has been here since last Saturday, 
and has spent the last two nights sleep¬ 
ing in my porch.” 

Clare was concerned that the chick- 


LEFT: 

‘Henry’ the 
wandering hen, 
keeps returning 
to her favourite 
porch perch in 
Ystradowen! 


en might get run over or attacked by a 
fox. 

Before The GEM was able to run the 
appeal, matters were resolved. 

Clare said: “Eortunately, the owner 
was tracked down. 

“It was quite funny seeing some of 
the residents running around the road 
chasing after the chicken to try and get 
it to go back home. 

“It is the most action we have had 
for a long time in our road!” 

• NEWSFLASH: Clare’s son, 
aged three, has called the chicken 
Henry (yes, we know it is a chicken) 
and Henry has just turned up again! 


Supporting one of 
Wales’ great services 


BONT FAEN WI 
members recently 
welcomed Steve 
Jones, development 
manager of Air 
Ambulance Wales. 

It is a service we take 
for granted these days 
and assume that it will 
always be there for us. 
However, it is important 
to know that they 
receive no Government 
funding and the Welsh 
public are the highest 
annual supporters of this 
quite invaluable service 
in the UK. 

Three state-of-the-art 


Horticulture 

talk 

ST CANNA’S Vestry, 
Llangan, heard an 
interesting talk by a 
local horticulturalist on 
October 16. 

Mr Bob Evans, who 
has his garden nursery in 
Llangan, told of his 
many awards, including 
three gold medals at the 
prestigious Chelsea 
Show. 

Those attending the 
meeting were able to 
buy a variety of plants 
and bulbs - well worth 
the £2 entrance fee. 


Eurocopter 135s are 
based in Swansea, 
Welshpool and 
Caernarvon, answering 
2000 missions every 
year. 

Steve said speed was 
the key to reaching vic¬ 
tims who may have life- 
threatening problems in 
isolated locations, rough 
terrain, and on congested 
road. 

A pilot can be airborne 
within three minutes, 
reaching any point in 
Wales within 20 min¬ 
utes. The paramedics 
are critical care practi¬ 
tioners and very often 


Well done! 
SINCERE thanks go to 
Conn Keith Jones, for 
continuing the task of 
clearing the road and 
verge between the M4 
motorway bridge and 
Ruthin Chapel of the 
paper which is so often 
thrown out of passing 
vehicles. 

Whatever the weather, 
Keith can be seen every 
Sunday morning carrying 
out this task. 
TOMORROW (Friday, 
October 25), Llangan 
School will celebrate its 
harvest festival. 


patients are assessed and 
delivered to an appropri¬ 
ate hospital for their 
needs within ten minutes 
of being picked up - 
87per cent of cardiac- 
arrest patients survive. 

Some members were 
surprised to learn that 
this service is only avail¬ 
able in daylight hours, 
since landing needs pre¬ 
cision navigation and not 
all landing sites would 
be suitable in darkness. 

However, a future plan 
is to fly patients between 
specialist hospital units 
at night if necessary as 
they now have helipads. 

Steve said £6million a 
year is needed to run the 
service and he praised 
volunteers in the charity 
shops, appealing or our 
continued public sup¬ 
port. We shall all do so 
without hesitation. 

_ 

‘Beware 

toxic 

algae’ 

I AM sorry that 
Leonie Roberts lost 
her dog to a mys¬ 
tery illness (GEM 
letters, last week). 

There is a blue-green 
algae that grows in static 
water in long, hot spells 
and this is highly toxic 
to animals (and probably 
humans). 

I saw it in the moat at 
Caerphilly Castle in 
September and warning 
notices had been posted. 

It is likely to have 
spread throughout south 
Wales. 

As I understand it, the 
algae dies off in heavy 
rain and cold weather. 

Dog owners need to 
be aware of the strong 
possibility of its pres¬ 
ence when out near 
water in long hot spells. 
Alec Trousdell, 
Llanblethian 
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COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TKEOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Llangan pupils proclaim their 
love of books in Reading Week 



LLANGAN Primary 
celebrated its love of 
books during the 
Reading Week with 
the school creating a 
poem based on the 
headteacher’s 
favourite poem, 
‘Please Mrs Butler’ 
by Allan Ahlberg, 
which can still be 
found on the school 
website (www.llan- 
ganprimaryschool.ik. 
org). 

Each day, the chil¬ 
dren were involved in 
exciting activities, on 
Wednesday they and 
staff dressed up as their 
favourite book charac¬ 
ters and attended a 
breakfast - where they 
shared an early morning 


FIRST Responders 
in Cowbridge have 
been shortlisted in 
the Lloyds 

Community Fund 
2013 competition, 
and hope to use the 
winning £3,000 
grant to purchase 
life-saving equip¬ 
ment. 

The six volunteers give 
up their spare time to 
attend 999 calls and give 
first hand emergency 
care to people in their 
own community. 

All are trained by the 
Welsh Ambulance 

Service to administer 
basic first aid, oxygen 
therapy, cardiopul¬ 
monary resuscitation and 
the use of a defibrillator. 

“First Responders do 
not replace the normal 
response of a paramedic 
in a rapid response vehi¬ 
cle or an emergency 
ambulance, but support 
the patient until a 
resource arrives, ” 
explained Cowbridge 
team leader Lynne 
Duance. 

“This funding will 
make a huge difference to 
our team and has the 
potential to save dozens 
of lives in Cowbridge 
and the surrounding 
areas. 

“Funding would facil¬ 
itate the purchase of two 
defibrillators and oxygen 
equipment, enabling us 


breakfast (and their 
favourite books) with 
their friends, parents 
and staff. 

Eollowing this, teach¬ 
ing staff moved around 
the school and shared 
with the children their 
favourite read from 
when they were a child 
- which was many 
years ago for some 
members of staff! 

“The children looked 
fantastic dressed as their 
favourite book or comic 
characters and as 
always the parents 
demonstrated their sup¬ 
port for the school by 
ensuring the children 
looked amazing and 
were all fully involved 
in supporting the 
school’s message that 


to administer life-saving 
treatment in the critical 
period before an ambu¬ 
lance arrives. 

“Please vote for 
Cowbridge Community 
First Responders to ben¬ 
efit from the Community 
Fund award, ” Lynne 
appealed. 

The Lloyds Bank 
Community Fund is giv¬ 
ing grants to more than 
1,300 good causes in vil¬ 
lages, towns and cities 
across Wales and 
England. 

There are four good 
causes in each communi¬ 
ty and each will receive 
an award. Two local 
good causes from each 
community will receive 
£3,000 each, with the 
other two receiving 
awards of £300 each. 

There are three ways 
to vote for the Cowbridge 
responders, who also 
operate in the surround¬ 
ing areas of Llantwit 
Major, Wick, Graig 
Penllyn and St Mary 
Church. 

Just text VOTE CQXA 
to 61119 (normal condi¬ 
tions and charges apply); 
online at www.lloyds- 
bank. com/community 
fund or in Lloyds local 
branches. You can vote 
each time you visit the 
bank and do not have to 
be a customer to do so. 

Voting ends on Friday, 
November 1. 


reading is a vital life 
skill but can also be fun 
at the same time,” said 
proud Head, Steve 
Williams (dressed as 
knightly ‘George’ from 
Mog’s Castle). 

“The week culminat¬ 
ed with a visit from two 
special visitors to 
Llangan - one being 
Welsh author and poet, 
Kate Williams - who 
spent a day working 
with all of the children 
producing poems 
inspired by nature. 

“Our second very 
special visit was in the 
guise of Mrs Shepherd 
of Cowbridge Library. 
Since the mobile library 
service is no longer 
funded to visit Llangan 
Primary School, during 
the past number of 
months, staff have been 
busy creating their own 
school library. 

“Eollowing the pres¬ 
entation of the summer 
reading challenge 
‘Creepy House’ certifi¬ 
cates to all those chil¬ 
dren who took part in 
the library service’s 
reading initiative, we 
were honoured when 
Mrs Shepherd agreed to 
officially open our 
library which is now 
open for use by the 
pupils and their fami¬ 
lies.” 

The opening of the 
new library inspired the 
children to involve 
themselves in a 


‘Ready.. .Steady.. .Read! ’ 
sponsorship event sup¬ 
ported by Mrs Jenny 
Davies of Usborne 
books. 

All the money raised 
will be divided, with 
half going back to the 
children in Usborne 
books vouchers and half 
donated to the new 
school library in the 
form of new reading 
books for the children 
to enjoy for many years 
ahead. 

“The school is so 
grateful for the 


NEXT month, par¬ 
ents of Cowbridge 
Comprehensive stu¬ 
dents will give pre¬ 
sentations on the 
2013 school trip to 
the Goededacht 
Trust, Cape Town. 

Simon Gooding will 
tell of his one year work 
with Logos Hope in the 
Philippines, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, 
Hong Kong and 
Malaysia. 

The students will 
share their stories of 


immense support shown 
to us by the highly 
proactive PTA, who 
have agreed to purchase 
new reading materials 
for the school, and now 
we look forward to even 
more reading books fol¬ 
lowing our sponsorship 
event. 

“I am so very proud 
to be headteacher of 
such a community 
minded school,” stated 
Steve Williams. 


‘Amazing Journeys’ over 
a delicious meal and pre¬ 
sentations in a relaxed 
environment on 

Wednesday, November 
13 at 7pm (prompt) in the 
St Quentins Suite at The 
Bear, Cowbridge. 

Entry is by ticket only 
(£15), available from 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
Reception, or David 
Barnes Dry Cleaners, 
Cowbridge. Full details 
on 01446 771436. 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped 
all for only £51.06 

OCTOBER OFFER 

10% OFF Neutering for all pets 

Please email us at: westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 

so that we may update you on our latest offers, 
boosters and worming reminders 



North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


Vote, vote, 
vote, for First 
Responders 


Students to 
tell of their 
^Amazing 
Journeys’ 
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SCHOOL MUSICAL ANNIE WOULD 
BRIGHTEN UP ANYONE’S DAY! 



Photos by MANDY THOMAS 
(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07734 384536) 

These and other pictures of the 
event can be viewed on 
www.mandythomasphotography.co.uk 


REVIEW by 
PHILIP IRWIN 

I N recent years, the annual school 
musical at Cowbridge Comprehensive 
has become a must see, and variety 
has been the hallmark. 

The head of drama, Amanda Campbell, and her 
production team have offered a superbly sung Les 
Miserables, a Gothic melodrama in Sweeney Todd, 
and the mix of comedy and tragedy that is Oliver! 

That year, it was another staple of musical the¬ 
atre, Annie, which offers a sunny feelgood plot that 
is undercut with sharp political satire that still holds 
good today. 

However, in one sense I don’t think the team had 
much choice about which show to do because 
Aisling McCormack-Thomas was, as the cliche 
goes, bom to play this role. 

Annie needs a strong voice, a sunny nature and a 
winning smile - and Aisling has this in abundance. 
The lighting technicians can take a break during her 
scenes, because her smile lights up the stage. 

Having Aisling in the cast and doing a different 
show is like Barcelona taking the field with Lionel 
Messi in goal. 

It’s possible for an Annie to carry the show, but 
in this production there was strong support from the 
other cast members. 

Hannah Jones gets many of the best lines as the 
alcoholic and mean-spirited Miss Hannigan, and 
she has the comic timing to get the audience laugh¬ 
ing. She has a strong voice too, and knows how to 
sell a song. 

The interplay between her and the orphans was 
excellent. 

GEM readers who saw the show may not imme¬ 
diately spot Hannah in the pictures (taken by 
Mandy Thomas) on this page. The reason is that 
they were taken at the dress rehearsal, and by 
Wednesday (the night I went) she had a red wig and 
different clothes. Whatever the costume, Hannah 
did a great job. 

There was more scheming and plotting from 
Tom Hamilton and Abbie-Lee Cornish, as the two 
grifters. Rooster and Lily St Regis, and they clearly 
relished playing a pair of baddies. 

In contrast. Jack Hamilton (Daddy Warbucks) 
did a fine job of playing the all-powerful tycoon 
who has his eyes opened by the sheer sweetness 
and light that emanates from Annie. 

Finally, I enjoyed Verity-Belle Atkinson’s turn as 
Grace Farrell. She was sassy and confident on stage 
and has a fine voice. 

I liked the way she coped when one of her jokes 
was greeted with silence - absolutely not her fault. 
Who would have thought that an educated audience 
from Cowbridge wouldn’t get a joke about Harpo 
Marx*. 

The school has a strong drama team in Amanda 
Campbell, Adrian Colcorne (musical director), and 
Miss Rhiannon Owen, who doubled up as stage 
manager and assistant musical director. 

This cast, in the main, looked pretty young, so it 
will be interesting to see what they all do next year! 

*r/ie Harpo Marx joke goes: “I phoned Harpo 
Marx” 

‘‘What did he say?”. “Nothing”. 

(SEE CAST LIST ON PAGE 6) 
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Man was left 
Traumatised’ 
after assault 
outside town 
takeaway 


COURT 

TOLD 


A BAR manager 
suffered a double 
fracture of the jaw 
and had to have a 
titanium plate 
inserted, after being 
attacked outside a 
Barry takeaway. 

Callum George later 
said the incident trauma¬ 
tised him, caused him 
great pain and made him 
prone to panic attacks, 
Cardiff Crown Court has 
heard. 

Louis Baker (22), a 
boatbuilder with no pre¬ 
vious convictions, admit¬ 
ted inflicting grievious 
bodily harm on Mr 
George. 

Baker, of Ilminster, 
Close, Barry, was sen¬ 
tenced to 36 weeks’ 
imprisonment, suspend- 


I byAJ I 

I SICLUNA I 

ed for 12 months and 
made subject to an elec¬ 
tronically-tagged curfew 
for 16 weeks between 
8pm and 6am. 

He was also ordered to 
pay £2,500 compensa¬ 
tion to Mr George, £250 
prosecution costs and a 
victim surcharge of £100. 
In addition, he is to carry 
out 150 hours unpaid 
work. 

Judge Eleri Rees told 
him: “You are very lucky 
not to be standing there 
facing a charge of 
manslaughter.” She said 
he inflicted very serious 
injury and added: “Let’s 
hope it’s the last time 
we’ll see you.” 

Prosecutor Jason 


Charity bike ride 

A 2 5-mile ride to raise funds for Leukaemia 
Lymphoma research is being held at 
10.30am on Saturday, November 9, starting 
and finishing at the Bush Inn. 

It is not a race but a fun bike ride, with anybody 
welcome to attend. Participants will be dressed as 
rugby players. Contact r.skellett@btinternet.com for 
more information. 



Beagles Country Store 
invite you to join us for our 
store preview during 

the Cowbiidge Food 
and Drink Festival 

this Weekend 26-27th October. 


As well as being the exclusive 
and only outlet in Wales for the 
Really Wild Clothing Company 
and Holland Cooper we also 
carry a wide range of luxury 
clothes, gifts and homeware 
from the Avoca Woollen Mill 
and Country Candles. 


Beagles Country Store 
5 Willow Walk 
Cowbiidge 
CF71 TEE 

(behind the Town Hall 
and by the free car park) 


Howells said that on May 
26, Mr George was 
socialising in Barry. He 
was not drunk. He went 
to a takeaway in Broad 
Street, and two people 
became involved in a 
confrontation. Mr 

George went outside the 
premises and suddenly 
Baker came up from 
behind and struck him to 
the face. He immediate¬ 
ly went to the ground. 

At the time, he didn’t 
go to hospital, but the 
following day was in 
great pain and could not 
move his jaw. 

He was later found to 
have a double fracture 
and a titanium plate and 
pins had to be inserted. 

Baker, when arrested, 
said he had tried to help a 
friend. 

He admitted drinking, 
and apologised. 

His counsel, Stephen 
Thomas, said Baker was 
genuinely ashamed. He 
had not actually gone 
inside the takeaway and 
threw but one punch. 

“He appreciates how 
serious it was. No 
weapon was used, there 
was no kicking and no 
premeditation. 

“It was a thoughtless 
reaction, a mindless 
punch, for which he takes 
full responsibility. It was 
an abberation.” 


HELP 

WITH 

HOME 

HEAT 

NEST, the Welsh 
Government 
scheme, is urging 
householders who 
find it hard to heat 
their homes to con¬ 
tact them during 
National Energy 
Saving Week 
(October 21 -27). 

Nest offers home 
improvements at no cost 
to applicants who own 
or privately rent their 
home, live in a property 
that is very energy ineffi¬ 
cient and receive a 
means-tested state bene¬ 
fit. 

Following a home 
visit to check eligibility, 
a Nest assessor will rec¬ 
ommend a tailored pack¬ 
age of improvements to 
help make the property 
warmer and save money 
on energy bills. 

These may include a 
new central heating boil¬ 
er, loft insulation, cavity 
wall or solid wall insula¬ 
tion, or renewable ener¬ 
gy technologies. 


Help for Heroes team 
arrives at Fontygary 


REPORT by TIM CHAPMAN 


FONTYGARY 
Leisure Park in 
Rhoose welcomed 
the RAF ‘Help for 
Heroes’ bike ride 
team on Saturday, 
October 19. 

One of the members 
of the group was Joe 
McCann from Barry 
who was thrilled at the 
warm welcome the team 
received in the Vale. 

The four Servicemen 
- Joe, Mark Bewick, 
Jamie Turnball, and 
Steve Hillbeck - had rid¬ 
den from Brize Norton 
in Oxfordshire, as part 
of a £20,000 fundraising 
drive for the Forces’ 
cause. 

It was a four day trip, 
but as Joe explained it 
got off to a testing start: 
“ On day one, from the 
very start, for 20 odd 
miles, it was just horrific 
rain and we could not 
see more than 10 yards 
in front of us. 

“We stopped at Coin 


House School in 
Fairford, Oxfordshire. 

“They were very wel¬ 
coming and the kids 
asked us lots of ques¬ 
tions and made lunch for 
the riders and the sup¬ 
port team. 

“We stayed that night 
in Tetbury where we 
raised in around £400 
thanks to the town’s gen¬ 
erosity. 

“The next day was the 
toughest of the lot, 
climbing continuous 
hills over a 56 mile leg. 

“At times, we felt like 
jumping off our bikes, 
but we didn’t. We 
thought of the charity 
and what we're doing 
this for, so we stuck it 
out, crossing over the 
old Seven bridge.” 

The team spent the 
second night in Caldicot. 

The next day was a 
very emotional one for 
Joe. 

He said: “Our third 
day was more enjoyable, 
and more manageable, 
riding the A48 pretty 



^WE MADE IT!^ The saddle-sore lads are able to 
relax after completing 245km in four days. 

“We took a photo next at the Vale Hotel with 98 


much all the way into 
Cardiff where we stayed 
at Maindy Barracks for 
our final night. 

“We visited Cardiff 
Castle and Cardiff RFC, 
where my dad played 
back in the Seventies 
alongside the greats of 
rugby like Barry John 
and Gareth Edwards. 


Award-winning ‘Lollipop 
Lady’ is congratulated 

THE Vale Council has Tthe crossing outside the accident, Karin is 
congratulated Rhoose the school was at its recovering at home 
‘Lollipop Lady ^ Karin busiest when the car while undergoing phys- 
Williams, who suffered came towards Karin and iotherapy to help with 
serious injury after a group of children and mobility, 

blocking the path of parents at the crossing. phe Vale Council 

an out-of-control car, Witnesses said she Leader,Neil Moore, said, 

instinctively went to pro¬ 
tect the youngsters, 
throwing herself in the 
way of the car, taking 
the full impact of the 
blow. 

Karin was pinned 
underneath the car 
... which had flipped onto 

London which heard that roof. She suffered 
in June, Karin, a school serious injuries fractur- 
crossing patrol of more mg both knee caps and 

than ten years at Rhws arms, she also broke a 
Primary School, was one shoulder and her two 
of the victims of a freak legs which meant she 
accident when a driver spent the next nine 
lost control of his car, weeks in hospital, 

just before 9am. Four months on from 


to protect a group of 
children at her cross¬ 
ing, on being hon¬ 
oured with a Pride of 
Britain award. 

She was handed the 
award for outstanding 
bravery at the Pride of 
Britain Awards in 


“Karin is beyond doubt, 
an extremely worthy 
winner of the Pride of 
Britain award for out¬ 
standing bravery and I 
would like to extend my 
warmest congratula¬ 
tions. 

“Fd also like to take 
this opportunity to thank 
Karin, her instinct to 
protect those children by 
shielding them from the 
car, without any thought 
for her own safety, is 
something we will be 
forever grateful for. ” 


to a team picture that 
included my dad.. 
Unfortunately, he was 
not here to witness the 
ride because we lost him 
to cancer some five 
years ago now. 

“That moment in the 
Arms Park was good for 
me. 

“Day 4 was a nice 
ride through the city 
centre, Cardiff Bay, 
Dinas Powys, Barry and 
finally Rhoose. 

“At Fontygary Park 
where we had a big 
crowd of people includ¬ 
ing our wives, partners, 
children, family, friends 
and locals from the area. 

“We finished on 
Saturday with a black tie 
charity dinner for H4H 


guests attending. 

“The evening was a 
complete success raising 
over £1,750 on the night 
alone. We’re at roughly 
£7,500 now so climbing 
nicely to our target.” 

Joe stressed the team 
couldn’t have made it 
without its supporters 

“We want to thank 
our support team Mikey 
Hunter and Charlie New 
- without these guys we 
would not have of com¬ 
pleted this ride. 

“A big thanks also 
goes to all our families 
for getting behind the 
venture.” 

To make donations, 
go to: virginmoneygiv¬ 
ing. com/joemccann 


INSTALL 

SKIP HIRE LTD 
Mini, Midi &Large 

Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 





Tipper Hire 
available 


Possibly the 
cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 


•Fast & Efficient 
Service 
•Friendly Staff 
•l6Yard&Roll 
On Roll off 
Skips available 
•95% of our waste 
is recycled 
• Highway 
permits 
arranged when 
required 


( Midi ) 

{ Builders / 

\ Maxi / 

Builders y 
\ Large / 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072/733773 

Email installskiphireltcK^hotmail.co.uk 
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ANNIE 
CAST LIST 


COWBRIDGE Comprehensive School per¬ 
formed the highly-entertaining musical show, 
Annie, last week (see review page 4). 

Listed below are the talented young cast and 
all the hard-working backstage performers who 
made the show go with a swing. 

Eleanor Clark - Oprhan 


Aisling McCormack 
Thomas - Annie. 

Verity Belle-Atkinson - 
Grace Farrell. 

Hannah Jones - Miss 
Hannigan. 

Abbie-Lee Cornish- Lily 
St Regis. 

Lukas Wallis - Franklin 
D Roosevelt/ Cabinet 
and Hooverville-ite. 
Henrietta Glanville - 
Orphan Polly/ Cabinet 
and Hooverville-ite. 

Erin Harrington - 
Servant/Dog-catcher 2/ 
NYC Ensemble. 

Fran Weir - Servant/ 
NYC Ensemble. 

Isabelle Utley - 
Servant/Apple 
seller/Hooverville-ite. 
Laura Jones - Orphan 
Dolly. 

Tara Groot Was sink - 
Servant/Cabinet and 
Hooverville-ite/NY C 
Ensemble. 

Layla Cotterell 
-Servant/ Cabinet and 
Hooverville-ite/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Francesca Blyth - Mrs 
Pugh/ NYC Ensemble. 
Catrin Parsons - Orphan 
Kate/ NYC Ensemble. 
Tom Davis - Bert 
Healy/Bundles/Servant/ 
Cabinet and 
Hooverville-ite. 

Charley Hamilton - 
Orphan Bertha/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Olivia Chester - Boylan 
Sisters/Star to 
be/Servant/Cecile/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Thomas Hamilton - 
Rooster. 

Jack Hamilton - Oliver 
Warbucks. 

Lydia Blackwell- Dog- 
catcher 1/servant. 
Hannah Miles - 
Supporting Cast - 
Sophie. 

Ben Roberts - 
Supporting cast - Lt 
Ward/Hoovervilleite. 
Patrick Sheppard - 
Orphan Danny. 

Will Davies - Orphan 
Norman. 

Eleanor Lewis - Orphan 
Duffy/Howe/Hoovervill 
e-ite. 

Oliver Blyth - Orphan 
Billie. 

Caitlin Adams - Orphan 
July. 

Charlotte Adams - 
Boylan Sisters/Star to 
be/Servant/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Max the retriever - 
Sandy (belongs to Tom 
Davis). 

Claudia Howells - 
Orphan 

Elsie/Morganthau/ 

Hooverville-ite. 

Buzz Schofield - Drake. 
Ffion Smith - Boylan 
Sisters/Star to 
be/Servant/Mrs Greer/ 
NYC Ensemble. 

Freya Evans - Servant/ 
NYC Ensemble. 

India Maurice - Orphan 
Hetty. 

Nicola Tapsfield - 
Orphan Molly. 

Sian Dimblebee - 
Annette 

servant/Hull/Hooverville 

-ite. 

Emily Woodward - 
Orphan Bessie/Brown. 


Mary. 

Katie Bohun - Orphan 
Tessie. 

Anna Hooper - Orphan 

Pepper/Perkins/ 

Hooverville-ite. 

Martha Holder - Orphan 
Betty. 

Flo Wellard - Servant/ 
Cabinet and 
Hooverville-ite/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Anne-Marie Pellegrotti 

- Servant/ Cabinet and 
Hooverville-ite/ NYC 
Ensemble. 

Erin Jennings - 
Ickes/Hooverville- 
ite/Judge Brandeis. 
Hannah Redfern Hughes 

- Owen/Hooverville-ite. 
Hannah Miles - Cabinet 
and Hooverville-ite. 
Director - Mrs Amanda 
Campbell. 

Musical director - 
Mr A Colbome. 
Assistant musical 
director/stage manager 

- Miss R Owen. 

Set design, construc¬ 
tion - Scenery Hire 
Newport. 

Lighting and sound 
design - Stage Lighting 
Services. 

Backstage crew - 
Staff: Miss L Smith and 
Miss A Addison. 
Students: Tegan 
Cecil(Drama prefect) 
and Georgina Shaw, 
Lydia Hitchings, Annie 
Poole, Kate Champion, 
Sam Tudor, Lowri 
Morgan, Sean Rowland, 
Huw Llewellyn, Sarah 
Watts. 

Properties - Miss L 
Smith. 

Costumes - Footlights. 
Make up - Coleg 
Gwent Students, Cross 
Keys Campus 
(Theatrical Make-up 
Course): Nicola 
Andriola, Emma 
Drosinos, Jorden Haste, 
Rhiannon Hayes, Amy 
Kenny, Laura O’Keefe, 
Nicole Pitman, 

Charlotte Powell, 
Fiorella Roberts, Mair 
Sadler. 

Orchestra 
Violin -Mrs Julie 
Williams, Niamh 
Gallagher (year-12), 

Kim Dreyer (year-12). 
Flute -Anna Wynne 
(year-13). 

Clarinet - Hannah 
Gaskin (year-12), 
Matthew Upcott (year- 
11 ). 

Clarinet and tenor sax¬ 
ophone - Catrin 
Howells (year-12). 

Alto saxophone - Sarah 
Jones (year-8). 

Soprano saxophone, 
flute, tenor saxophone, 
clarinet - Mrs Jenny 
Weir. 

Trumpet - Michael 
Hain (year-10), Tom 
Jose (year-9). 

Trombone - Mr Jacob 
Cooper. 

Keyboard - loan 
Wardhaugh (year-10). 
Piano/Conductor - 

Mr Adrian Colborne. 
Bass - Lewis Miliar- 
Nelson (year-12). 

Drums - Jake Bright 
(year-12). 


In captivity for 1.763 days 

TERRY WATTE TELLS fflS 
EXTRAORDINARY STORY 
AND IS GIVEN A ROUSING 
STANDING OVATION! 



L 


‘Love to 
Sing’ for 
St Donat’s 
Church 

‘I LOVE to sing - 
but don’t often get 
the chance’, said 
one of the 100 or so 
people who joined 
the Colhughkelele 
Band and the 
Valhalla Musicians 
at an arts centre 
sing-along in 
February of this 
year. 

So successful was the 
event that it is being 
repeated, with some new 
elements on Sunday, 
October 27 at 3pm at the 
St Donat’s Arts Centre. 

‘Love to Sing’ will 
include popular songs 
from The Beatles, Mary 
Hopkin, Ralph McTell, 
John Denver and many 
others. 

In addition, original 
Celtic-style music from 
the Valhalla group will 
provide a creative musi¬ 
cal contrast. Funds 
raised from ‘Love to 
Sing’ will go to the 
upkeep of St Donat’s 
ancient church. 

Don’t miss the oppor¬ 
tunity for sharing in an 
old-fashioned communi¬ 
ty sing-along and some 
wonderful homegrown 
music! 

Tickets at £5 (to 
include refreshments) 
are available from 
Nickleby’s book shop in 
Llantwit Major or on the 
door. 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MIKE WILCOCK 


HOW would you cope with four years in 
total solitary confinement, most of the 
time naked and chained hand and foot to 
a wall? 

Only five minutes every day to stretch your legs 
and go to the toilet? Just enough food to keep your¬ 
self alive? 

Terry Waite, CBE, was held hostage for nearly 
five years in Lebanon, in appalling conditions, never 
knowing whether a day was going to be his last day. 

There were even a couple of mock executions 
when a gun was put to his head - but not fired. 

Terry had a tale to tell. He was the hostage nego¬ 
tiator, held from January, 20, 1987 until November 
18, 1991, a total of 1,763 days in captivity. 

He gave a talk to a fascinated audience at The 
Bear on Saturday, October 19, about those dark days 
cut off from humanity. 

It was a very interesting evening, organized by the 
Rotary Club of Cowbridge, and it earned him a 
standing ovation when he finished. 

The little insights of life under such awful condi¬ 
tions - even the guard looking after his food was 
cheating him with half-rations, until he was caught 
and shot - served to remind his audience that at any 
one time, there are hundreds of people being held 
hostage around the world. 

However, Terry’s work didn’t stop when he was 
released. It went on. He is also the President of 
Emmaus UK, a charity offering homeless people a 
home, work and a chance to rebuild their lives in a 
supportive environment. 

The charity is looking forward to opening its first 
base in Wales, in Bridgend, in the near future, and 
proceeds from the evening, which included a charity 
auction after the talk, will be going to support this 
worthwhile cause. 

It was an inspirational evening from a great story¬ 
teller and humanitarian. 

AB 
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‘WHY I’M SUPPORTING THE CREDIT 
UNIONS TO HELP BATTLE POVERTY’ 


O PENING 
the new 
Cardiff and 
Vale Credit Union 
office on 21 Holton 
Road, Barry earli¬ 
er this month, was 
a positive event 
during a difficult 
week, when I was 
also announcing a 
Draft Budget for 
Wales - subject to 
£1.7bn cuts by the 
UK Government. 

One of the main pri¬ 
orities of the Welsh 
Government is to tackle 
poverty and hardship in 
our communities and 
this is reflected in the 
difficult decisions we 
have had to make with 
the Budget for 2014/15. 

However, we have 
been clear that one of 
our priorities is to sup¬ 
port an ethical and 
affordable alternative to 
the pay day lenders and 
money shops which are 
filling our high streets, 


(including Holton Road 
in Barry) with short 
term loans on high 
interest rate terms. 

The Credit Union 
offers low cost loans 
charged at a maximum 
interest rate of just 2 per 
cent per month. 

Supporting the 
Cardiff and Vale Credit 
Union, with a £22,000 
grant from the Welsh 
Government, is a com¬ 
mitment to support 
hard- pressed house¬ 
holds and individuals, 
to help prevent a spi¬ 
ralling of debt that can 
lead to poverty and 
despair. 

Backing our Credit 
Unions is an important 
part of our Tackling 
Poverty Action Plan. In 
June, Jeff Cuthbert AM, 
the Minister responsible 
for funding Credit 
Unions, anounced an 
additional £2m for this 
financial year which has 
helped to support the 
new Service in Barry 
serving the whole coun¬ 
ty. 


It is open from 
9.30am - 2.30pm and is 
supported by the Vale 
Council, the CAB, 
Llamau, Atal y Fro, the 
Food Bank, Shelter, 
Communities First, the 
Gathering Place, Save 
the Children, VCVS 
and the Vale Volunteer 
Bureau. 

Everyone can join, 
and we need to boost 
the Vale membership, 
which now stands at 
1,000 adult members 
and 100 junior mem¬ 
bers. Cadoxton Primary 
School junior members 
were at the opening, 
telling me how they 
were going to save their 
pocket money through 
the Credit Union and 
learn about 'managing 
money' at a young age, 
as a result. 

You can visit the shop 
in Holton Road or email 
info @ Cardiffcu. com for 
more information on 
how to join the Credit 
Union. 

Another example of 
how we are supporting 


Town Rotary Club 
prepares for 
Fireworks Fiesta 


WITH Bonfire Night fast 
approaching, Barry Rotary 
Club, with support from the 
Vale Council, is pulling togeth¬ 
er the final plans for this year’s 
Fireworks Fiesta at Barry 
Island. 

It will take place on Tuesday 
November 5, with the display set to 
begin at 7:45pm. Entry is free, but 
please help to support the Barry 
Rotary Club by donating to the bucket 
collections on the night. 

With a brand new car park open at 
Nell’s Point, in addition to the existing 
Harbour car park, there’ll be more 
parking available for visitors than ever 
before. 

The new car park at Nell’s Point has 
800 spaces, including disabled parking 
bays for Blue Badge holders. 


Parking is £2 in the two designated 
car parks at Nell’s Point and the 
Harbour car park and visitors are 
encouraged to make use of these facil¬ 
ities as Civil Parking Enforcement 
Officers will be in operation on the 
night and issuing fines to those parked 
illegally. 

Eor those not travelling by car, there 
are a number of public transport 
options available, including the local 
park and ride facility, bus and rail 
services, and also the Barry Tourist 
Railway’s steam train service. 

“With organisers expecting a high 
turn-out for this popular fireworks 
extravaganza, a number of roads 
around Barry Island will be temporar¬ 
ily closed to ensure the safety of 
pedestrians,” a spokesperson warned.. 


SILENT AUCTION FOR 
A BIG MATCH TREAT! 


THE charity 

Arthritis Research 
UK is encouraging 
bids for a silent auc¬ 
tion - to win two 
hospitality tickets 
for Cardiff City 
FC’s home game 
against Manchester 
United on Sunday, 
November 24. 

The hospitality prize, 
worth £400, will grant 
two fans entrance 
through to the VIP recep¬ 
tion, a superb three- 
course meal with wine, 
half-time refreshments 
with waitress service and 
a post-match meet and 
greet by the captain of 
the game. 

The charity’s regional 
fundraising manager in 
Cardiff, Anna-Marie 
Jones, said: “This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime oppor¬ 
tunity for football fans to 
soak up the full atmos¬ 
phere that Cardiff City 


Eootball Stadium always 
delivers, while contribut¬ 
ing to a great cause. It’s 
going to be a big game! 

“By bidding, not only 
will you be in with a 
chance of experiencing a 
fantastic event, but also 
helping us to make a real 
difference to people’s 
lives. The bidding 
reserve is £400.” 

Make a silent bid 


before Eriday October 25 
by emailing Anna-Marie 
Jones at a.jones@arthri- 
tisresearchuk.org or fill 
out the form on the fol¬ 
lowing link: 

http://www.arthritisre- 
searchuk.org/events/nati 
on al-arthritis-week- 
2013/silent-bid-for-hos- 
pitality-tickets-for- 
cardiff-city-vs-manches- 
ter-united.aspx 


Local MP joins 
the (Policy) Board 

LOCAL MPAlun Cairns has been appoint¬ 
ed to the Number 10 Policy Board by the 
Prime Minister and said he was ^‘honoured 
and privileged to be able to play a part in 
contributing towards Government policy”. 

Mr Cairns added: “This is a great opportunity to 
develop policies that can reflect and support the 
needs of the Vale and the wider country. I am 
absolutely delighted. 

“One of my specific areas is energy policy, some¬ 
thing that is key to us here in the Vale. ” 


our communities, was 
highlighted last week, 
when we announced 
that we have achieved 
our goal of funding the 
employment of 500 
Community Support 
Officers to work in our 
police services - mak¬ 
ing a huge difference to 
the lives and opportuni¬ 
ties of young people, 
vulnerable families, and 
elderly people. 

They offer an invest¬ 
ment in 'preventative 
measures' which can 
help prevent crime with 
proactive community 
policing. 


CSOs are vital 

I met the Community 
Support Officers funded 
by the Welsh 
Government at Barry 
Police Station and they 
told me how they are 
serving their communi¬ 
ties with exemplary 
commitment to what 
they are doing and 
achieving. 

All around the Vale 
you will be meeting the 
CSOs and see that they 
are a credit to our pub¬ 
lic services and a boost 
to the Police Eorce. 

In the Draft Budget, I 


announced that we 
would continue to sup¬ 
port these CSO posts to 
sustain the important 
work they are carrying 
out in the community. 

^Bedroom tax^ 

We know there is 
hardship in our commu¬ 
nities, with rising fuel 
costs as the latest exam¬ 
ple of the pressures 
households are facing. 

We are doing every¬ 
thing we can to mitigate 
the impact of rising 
costs and cuts,including 
the iniquitous ‘bedroom 
tax'’affecting around 


37,000 households in 
Wales. Building more 
and smaller affordable 
homes is part of that 
challenge and further 
funding for social hous¬ 
ing was announced in 
our Budget, which will 
benefit the Vale of 
Glamorgan, as will the 
new £50m Intermediate 
Care Eund which 
formed part of our 
Budget Agreement, ben¬ 
efiting health, social 
care and housing. 

We can all play our 
part in tackling poverty 
and meeting need. 


Assembly 

Notes 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance and 
Leader of the House) 



OFFER REFUSEDl 

ON ALL STOCK ITEMS MARKED WITH A *GREEN DOT’ 


Now that our Refurbishment Sale has 
concluded, we find ourselves with 
remaining stuck that we must sell 
this week te make way for stunning 
NEW ranges arriving early November 



The Place for Homes 
Unit 1. Retail Area, Sutton Road. 
Llandow, Near Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan. CF71 7PA 


Tel; 01446 772927/772928 
www.theptacefof1xxTtesltcJ.co.uk 




OPTO 80% OFFl 


LAST CHANCEI FIRST COME. FIRST SERVED! 
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Rraf £499.95 II 


Tempur 
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Carpets 
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Nailian 

30% an Mspin 


■oRlile Mattresses 
from £<9.95 
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WmUImMVW £690.93 


STORE REFURBISHMENT COMMENCES 
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Lions hand out 
medals to pupils 
who solved a 
dastardly crime at 
Llantwit Major! 




Front and reverse of medal. 


SHARP-EYED young 
sleuths from six local 
schools have received 
awards from the 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions 
Club. 

On the afternoon of 
September 26, a laptop 
was ‘stolen’ from 
Llantwit Major 

Comprehensive School 
and year-6 pupils from 
six local primary schools 
(Eagleswell, Llanilltud 
Fawr, Rhws, St Athan, St 
Illtyd, and Wick) were 
called in to investigate. 

Police officers pre¬ 
sented them with a vari¬ 
ety of evidence, includ¬ 
ing the results of foren¬ 
sic tests and a number of 
suspects were described 
to them. 

Teaching staff were 
on hand to provide guid¬ 
ance on how to assess 
the evidence, determine 
who committed the 


crime, and write a con¬ 
vincing report. 

This Crime Scene 
Investigation (CSI) 
event is one of the ways 
in which the Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive 
works with primary 
school pupils to smooth 
the transition from pri¬ 
mary to secondary edu¬ 
cation. 

Award ceremonies 
have since taken place at 
each of the six primary 
schools. 

The pupils from each 
school who were judged 
to have written the best 
CSI reports were pre¬ 
sented with gold, silver 
and bronze medals by 
the president of Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions Club. 

Everyone present at 
the award ceremonies 
commented on the very 
high standard of the win¬ 
ning reports. JA 



St Athan sleuth. 



Llanilltud Fawr sleuth. 


NEWS FROM 
YBONT 
FAEN SCHOOL 


TO the outside 
world, Annabell 
doesn't look like a 
world karate cham¬ 
pion - but she is! 

Annabell took part in 
the Karate World 
Championships held in 
Sheffield over the week¬ 
end, where she compet¬ 
ed against the best in 
Europe and the world. 
Annabell was the only 
Welsh competitor in the 
competition. 

Supported by her dad 
and brother, Annabell 
travelled to the champi¬ 
onships and began her 
assault on the title. Her 
fighting skills are very 
strong, even attracting 
the attention of the 
Welsh squad coach, who 
travelled to the event 
especially to watch her! 

She won every bout in 
under 30 seconds and 
was soon on her way to 
the final, where she 
faced a formidable 
opponent from 
Romania. 

After a tortuous set of 
rounds - where the 
judges disagreed on the 
points, Annabell was 
finally awarded the 
world championship sil¬ 
ver medal! 

A DREAM 

PERFOMANCE 
The pupils in 
Blwyddyn 6 class, per¬ 
formed A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream at the 
Sherman Theatre on 
Wednesday evening - 
in front of an audience 
of over 500 people! 

They had created the 
costumes, lighting, 
sound and props them¬ 
selves, and under the 
direction of Miss Jones 
(the Blwyddyn 6 
teacher) and Mr 
Griffiths (headteacher), 
the pupils produced a 
magical piece of theatre. 

This is the second 
year that the school has 
performed within the 
Shakespeare in Schools 
festival (last year per¬ 
forming on the Richard 
Burton stage at the 
Royal Welsh Colleage 
of Music and Drama), 
and again proved the 


£250 boost 
for First 
Responders 

A donation of £250 
was recently handed 
over to local First 
Responder coordi¬ 
nator, Byron Evans, 
by the Boverton 
Castle Sunday Quiz 

The money will help 
towards the purchase of 
a defibrillator machine 
for First Responders in 
the Llantwit Major area. 

Mr Evans gave a short 
speech highlighting the 
vital work done by the 
First Responders and the 
ongoing need to provide 
his team with specialist 
equipment and training. 

First Responder vol¬ 
unteers are trained to 
attend emergency calls 
received by the ambu¬ 
lance service and pro¬ 
vide care until the ambu¬ 
lance arrives. 


maturity and well 
rounded ability of all the 
pupils at the school. 

The feedback the stu¬ 
dents received was 
mind-blowing - with a 
London director, who 
watched the perform¬ 
ance, crediting them 
with a professional atti¬ 
tude, understanding of 
the text and, above all, 
performance. 

The accolades were 
not only reserved for the 
actors, the technical 
team were highly 
praised, too! 

Jacob had helped cre¬ 
ate the lighting and 
sound effects for the 
piece and worked along¬ 
side the in-house techni¬ 
cal team, both during 
the day and the perform¬ 
ance, to ensure that the 
style of the piece was as 
the director had envis¬ 
aged. 

Jacob 'drove' the light¬ 
ing desk - worth around 
£250,000, all by him¬ 
self, and received spe¬ 
cial praise from the 
technicians on the night. 

But it didn't end there: 
On returning to school, 
the technical staff at the 
theatre wrote Jacob a 
letter, praising his tal¬ 
ents and encouraging 
him to take his interests 
further! The school is 
proud of all the pupils 
who worked so hard, 
and thanks also went to 
Miss Jones, and the par¬ 
ents for their support. 
HELPING HARVEST 

Following a visit from 
the Foodbank in Barry, 

Y Bont Faen chose to 
collect harvest items this 
year and donate them to 
this wonderful cause. 

Every class in school 
created a musical piece - 
a challenge set by 
music leader Mrs 
Cooper, and performed 
them in front of the 
entire school and 
Nursery parents who 
had been invited in to 
share in the event - for 
many, it would be their 
first school perform¬ 
ance. 

The school says a 
huge diolch to all the 
families that donated 
items and to Mrs Cross 
(the school secretary) 
who took all the items 
to the Foodbank in her 
car. 


‘Let’s leave peat 
where it belongs’ 


WHEN the Royal 
Horticultural 
Society and the 
National Trust 
decide against 

using peat in their 
gardens, it’s time to 
consider whether 
gardeners in the 
Vale really need it. 

Most people buying 
compost just get whatev¬ 
er’s available - most of 
us don’t really want the 
peat, so why is it so dif¬ 
ficult to find peat-free 
compost in our area? 

Peat is an amazing 
material: it covers about 
3 per cent of global land 
surface, but locks up 
twice as much carbon as 
all the world’s forests 
combined (source: 
National Trust). 

UK peatlands store 
approximately three bil¬ 
lion tonnes of carbon - if 


this was released to the 
atmosphere, it would 
form carbon dioxide 
equivalent to 20 years’ 
worth of industrial emis¬ 
sions. 

Or put another way, a 
cubic metre of peat 
holds the amount of car¬ 
bon that would be emit¬ 
ted by driving a car 
2,000 miles. Britain cur¬ 
rently digs up enough 
peat to release almost 
half a million tonnes of 
C02 a year. 

Peat bogs are some of 
the world’s most diverse 
and beautiful habitats, 
important for many fas¬ 
cinating plants, birds, 
butterflies and dragon¬ 
flies. 

They also perform a 
vital job of controlling 
water-supplies, and our 
wildlife trusts are doing 
their best to conserve 
and restore them. 


Peat develops 
slowly, it takes hundreds 
of years to replace even 
a cubic metre. So let’s 
leave it where it belongs, 
and look at the alterna¬ 
tives. 

Some peat-free com¬ 
posts are dismal to use, 
but there are now some 
very good ones. 

At Miri Mieri we’ve 
been using New Horizon 
for three years (a 2012 
Which? Gardening best 
buy container compost), 
and it’s what I use at 
home (though I buy it in 
Pembrokeshire!). 

Of course, we use our 
home-made garden com¬ 
post and Cowbridge 
Compost, but let’s keep 
asking for local suppli¬ 
ers to give us the choice 
of sustainable multi-pur¬ 
pose composts to com¬ 
plement them. 

ANNIE PAINE 


STAGE DOOR 1 WOW 
THE ARTS CENTRE 



ABOVE and BELOW: Stage Door 1 recently staged 
Les Miserables at The Tythe Barn, St Donats art centre. 
See more pictures and a review on page 17. 
(PICTURES BY BETHANY BARRELL) 



Choral society in fine 
voice for Ty Hafan 


COWBRIDGE Choral Society 
was joined by the Pontypridd 
and Mountain Ash Societies 
and Rhondda Symphony 
Orchestra last Saturday to 
perform Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
at the Rhondda Each Sports 
Centre - as part of the ‘Voices 
for Hospices 2013’ series of 
concerts in aid of Ty Hafan 
hospice at Sully. 

The performance was ably conduct¬ 
ed by Jeff Ryan with soloists Joanne 
Thomas (mezzo soprano), Eldrydd 
Cynan Jones (soprano), Ben Smith 
(tenor) and Philip Gault (baritone), all 
of whom who sang with great expres¬ 
sion and clarity. 

The piece, which was first per¬ 
formed in 1846 in Birmingham, was 
the crowning glory of Mendelssohn’s 


spectacularly successful career - he 
died the following year. 

The sound is tremendous in big 
choruses such as ‘Yet doth the Lord 
see it not’, ‘Baal we cry to thee’ and 
‘Be not afraid’ and contrasts with the 
delicacy and fragility of solo parts like 
‘If with all your hearts’, and the 
melodic choruses ‘For He shall give 
His angels charge over thee’ and ‘He is 
watching over Israel’. 

The good-sized audience showed 
their appreciation at the end with pro¬ 
longed applause. 

The Cowbridge Society is currently 
rehearsing material for the Christmas 
celebration concert on December 7. 

New members are welcome, and 
experience is not essential. Rehearsals 
take place in the United Reform 
Church, Westgate St (opposite the 
Police Station) every Thursday at 
7.30pm. PHIL GLANVILLE 


Local art 
exhibition 

ART Central gallery, 
in Barry town centre, is 
hosting an exhibition 
of distinctive, large 
scale oil paintings by 
Merthyr Tydfil-based 
artist Gustavius 
Payne, called ‘The 
Cause and Effect 
Hypothesis’ and 
explores the power and 
control dynamic of 
contemporary society. 

The artist occasionally 
draws on personal expe¬ 
riences to inform his 
work and alongside this, 
he explores contempo¬ 
rary events and cultural 
norms, folk-lore, mythol¬ 
ogy and tradition; mak¬ 
ing this exhibition a great 
mix of ideologies and 
thought-provoking nar¬ 
ratives. 

The artist questions 
how ‘our increasingly 
global society treats its 
children; its neighbours; 
its vulnerable; those des¬ 
ignated as “others”; the 
planet? What relevance 
is the past? And what of 
the future!’ 

Payne is a newly 
accepted member of the 
Welsh Group; a collec¬ 
tive of 40 artists giving 
voice to the visual arts in 
Wales. 

The exhibition closes 
on November 16 (10am- 
4pm, Tuesdays to 
Saturday). 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

TIME FOR A FAIR 
SETTLEMENT ON 
VALE FUNDING’ 


T he Vale of 

Glamorgan has 
been short 

changed by the Welsh 
Government yet again in 
last week’s announce¬ 
ment of its new funding 
settlement to Council 
areas in Wales. 

The cut in funding from 
the Welsh Government will 
amount to 4.5 % and is the 
4th highest reduction in 
Wales. 

I have raised on more than 
one occasion that the Vale 
already receives one of the 
poorest funding settlements 
in Wales - Cardiff Council 
receives £202 more per per¬ 
son than the Vale and 
Bridgend receives £226 extra 
per person. Rhondda Cynon 
Taff receives £409 extra per 
head. 

If we had a fair share of 
the cake, we would receive at 
least an extra £25.6M a year 
if we were to receive the same 
level of funding as Cardiff. 

I had hoped that highlight¬ 
ing these figures would 
strengthen the Vale Council’s 
hand in its negotiations with 
the Welsh Government, but 
am sorry that they chose not 
to use the data: 80 per cent 
of Welsh Council funding 
comes from the Assembly 
Government and our levels of 
Council Tax levels are 
dependent on it. 

Cardiff saw no increase in 



Vale MP ALUN 
CAIRNS reports to 


GEM readers 


council taxes last year. I have 
no doubt that their additional 
funding over ours will be 
part of the reason. 

In fairness to Russell 
Goodway, he has at least 
been publicly championing 
the case for Cardiff in the 
media. It appears that the 
Vale hasn’t taken any action. 

I cannot help but express 
my disappointment on read¬ 
ing from a response to a writ¬ 
ten Assembly Question that 
the Minister from the Welsh 
Government stated on record 
that she had not “received 
any recent representations 
from the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council regarding the com¬ 
parative level of funding it 
receives”. 

This cut is, therefore, on 
top of a low funding base. 
Cardiff is receiving a 2.9 per 


cent reduction; Bridgend 2.8 
per cent and Rhondda Cynon 
Taf 3.3 per cent. We are 
being hit hardest, whilst the 
Welsh Government are pro¬ 
tecting other parts of Wales. 

The costs on providing 
services in the Vale are no 
different to that in other 
parts of Wales and I will con¬ 
tinue to highlight my con¬ 
cerns on behalf of residents, 
who will be worried about 
the impact that this shortfall 
is going to have on vital pub¬ 
lic services. 

One example of this has 
been the dramatic decline in 
local public transport in the 
last few months. I have been 
overwhelmed by the number 
of residents who have con¬ 
tacted me and attended my 
public meetings on the lack of 
bus services following cuts by 
both the Welsh Government 
and the local council. 

A fairer funding settlement 
may have been able to help 
these much needed services. 

We all recognise that there 
needs to be efficiencies and 
changes in the way services 
are delivered, but it is wholly 
unacceptable that we are tak¬ 
ing a larger cut than others 
in Wales. 

My fair funding for the Vale 
campaign is still ongoing and 
I hope everyone will be pre¬ 
pared to support it. The situa¬ 
tion has deteriorated over the 
years and we need to act now. 
Please sign up on my website 
www.aluncairns.co.uk. 


‘Wildlife at a 
crisis point’ 

MEETING IS TOLD 


AiDwiisTii^iiiiKnr 

Graphics2Wrap, 
the alternative 
to costly re-spray 


HAVING spent 27 
years in the RAF as 
a painter and fin¬ 
isher, Gary Rogers 
has decided on a 
new venture - to 
still provide vehicle 
colour changes and 
signage, but to go 
down the more 
environmentally- 
friendly route. 

A full vehicle wrap, 
which could be in 
coloured vinyl or printed 
vinyl, is an excellent 
alternative, to a costly 
vehicle re-spray, have 
unique designs applied 
to your vehicle and get 
noticed. 

Your vehicle is free 
advertising space, that is 
constantly on the move 
and visible to thousands 
of potential customers 
every day. 

Why not try a part- 
wrap, which could just 
involve your bonnet, 
roof or wing mirrors? 
The choice is yours. 

Vehicle signage is a 
fantastic and effective 
way of advertising and 
promoting your busi¬ 
ness. This is a cheaper 


alternative to a vehicle 
wrap, but just as effec¬ 
tive. 

Window and glass 
decorating: A very cost- 
effective alternative to 
sandblast or etched 
glass. They are fully 
removable and come at a 
fraction of the cost to the 
regular sandblast and 
etching. This can be used 
indoors and outdoors. 

An old favourite is the 
‘A’ frame, a sturdy, tradi¬ 
tional-style pavement 
sign. Easy to handle, 
store and transport. A 
very cost-effective tool. 

Banners/Roll-up ban¬ 
ners are a low cost, but 
high-impact advertising 
tool, and can be used for 
a wide range of indoor or 
outdoor applications, 
such as point of sale, 
exhibitions, trade shows 
and one-off advertise¬ 
ments. 

Come and visit us at 
our convenient location 
within the Vale, and 
check out our competi¬ 
tive prices at 29 Vale 
Business Park, 

Cowbridge, CF71 7PF. 


RESIDENTS 
crowded into the 
Vale Council cham¬ 
ber recently to hear 
top environmental¬ 
ists discuss the 
UK’s first ^State of 
Nature’ report that 
makes grim reading 
for those who value 
the countryside and 
wildlife. 

Coun Rob Curtis, cab¬ 
inet member for the 
environment and visible 
services, who organised 
the meeting, said: “This 
is a very important 
report that pulls no 
punches and lays out 
clearly the sad decline of 
nature across Wales and 
the UK. 

“It is also a call to 
action for public bodies, 
including local councils, 
and the public them¬ 
selves. We are the first 
council in Wales to pub¬ 
licly discuss the report 
and I was pleased to see 
such strong interest in 
the environment from 
Vale residents.” 

Dr Sean Christian, 
head of conservation for 
the RSPB (Royal 
Society for the 
Protection of Birds), one 


of the 25 UK conserva¬ 
tion and research organi¬ 
sations that worked 
together to produce the 
report, told the audience: 
“Wildlife is at a crisis 
point in Wales.” 

He went on to give a 
list of worrying statistics 
- all native reptile and 
amphibian species in 
Wales are declining; 80 
per cent of breeding 
waders such as curlew, 
lapwing and golden 
plover have been lost to 
Wales; 63 per cent of 
Welsh butterflies are 
declining, and a third of 
all widespread Welsh 
moths are declining 
severely. 

Other speakers includ¬ 
ed Sarah Kessell, chief 
executive officer of the 
Wildlife Trust of South 
and West Wales, and the 
council’s own ecologist. 
Erica Dixon, who spoke 
passionately about the 
importance of planning 
the protection of nature 
at the beginning of any 
land development proj¬ 
ect. 

The State of Nature 
report can be read at 
www.rspb.org.uk/our- 
work/science/stateofna- 
ture/index.aspx. 


Skydivers overcome 
their fears to raise funds 
for the Amelia Trust 


ELEVEN volunteers and supporters 
recently took part in a skydive over 
Swansea Airport - to raise funds for 
Amelia Trust Farm. 

Their target was £2,000, but this could rise to 
over £2,400 when all pledges have been paid. 

The group descended in tandem with experi¬ 
enced skydivers. The plane reached 13,000ft 
(around two miles), and after freefalling at 
160mph, the parachutes were deployed, at 
around 6,000ft (almost a mile). 

Exhilarating views were enjoyed over the 
Gower, at least by those who had their eyes open! 
Supporters on the ground were very impressed 

Thumbs up 
for new needle- 
free vaccine 

PARENTS and chil¬ 
dren in the Vale and 
Cardiff have given a 
thumbs-up to a new 
needle-free vaccine. 

The Welsh initiative 
is encouraging parents 
to vaccinate children, 
aged two and three 
years old, against the 
flu. 

Roxine Havard from 
Barry, explained why it 
was important for her 
to vaccinate her toddler 
Crwys: ‘‘The vaccine 
helps in protecting 
against future illness. 

“It’s about giving her 
the best possible start in 
life, in any way possi- 


and cheered loudly as the skydivers landed 
Deacon Lorraine Brown, Director of Amelia 
Trust Farm was one of the participants, she said: 
“I can’t express how frightened I was. It was a 
real challenge to overcome the fear, but knowing 
it supports the valuable work with young people 
made it so worthwhile.” 

PACT meetings 

PACT coffee and chat meeting will be held at 
Cottrell Park, St Nicholas on October 29 at 11am. 

ST ATHAN PACT public meeting will be held at 
The Gathering Place on November 3 at 2pm. 

PACT coffee and chat will be held at Ystradowen 
Community Hall on November 5 at 11am. 

PACT coffee and chat will be held at The Barley 
Mow, Craig Penllyn, on November 6 at 11am. 

CADOC PACT, Palmerston Community and 
Learning Centre, Barry, on November 13 at 6pm. 

COURT PACT, llminster Scout Hall, llminster 
Street, Barry on November 14 at 6pm. 


ble. The spray was easy, 
no complaints on her 
part, a nice easy and 
quick job.” 


TY HAFAN lottery winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number D797. 

• £2,000:139554. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £9,000, was not won this week. 

• £10: 884312, 836991, 677395, 
865682, 905557 373665, 760995, 
719455, 365328, 346149, 982313, 
967861, 667253, 827571, 423544, 
914123, 992283, 649960, 792484, 
802645. 

• £5: 425509, 537021, 682464, 
218636, 132386, 422323, 653244, 
514248, 711008, 807367, 867003, 


225887, 123207, 483324, 568433, 
782782, 647894, 738708, 170075, 


118637, 

345715, 


759876, 

300224, 


966492, 

556197, 


835833, 

758023, 


399053, 580424, 710283, 416097, 
161577, 884909, 663530, 677310, 
246186, 689088, 461853, 541871, 
719738, 821170, 174884, 211220. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please tele¬ 
phone 029 2053 2300. 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 
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Cardiff 


Dreams 


Penarth 


R^Seaso^ 


LAST CHANCE!!! 

Quwm 


Buy now at 01 
with 


offers 


un 




Olympic 3 and 2 seater sofas. This 
amazing price is for BOTH SOFAS [ 


Just a small selection from our huge 


PACKAGE 

Bedroom set including 
bedside cabinet, 4 drawef, 
chest and double robe all 
ready assembled, (not flat 
packed) 

Ready Assembled! 


Many more stunning designer bedroom 
ranges to compliment every home 


Clio 4'6" 

Double divan 
with traditional 
fillings. 

RRP £639 Sale £319 


Keats 1200.4'6" luxury 
wool collection divan. 
5 year waranty. 

RRP £999 Sale £499 


you pay only 

£399 


Lots of beds & mattresses in stock! 


offers must 


Shannon. Hand crafted in Britain, available as 
scatter back or traditional back and in your home 
for Christmas! 


The Marcello Stunning design real 
leather 3 seater reclining sofa avail¬ 
able in a choice of colours 


Was£1499 - 


£749 

EXTRA 20% OFF 
you pay only 


Was£1259 


£629 

EXTRA 20% OFF 
you pay only 




Casa. 

Stunning oak' 
dining table and 4 , 

Hamley chairs (see our 
website for more details) 


Iowa. Super stylish 3 seater real leather sofa with pocket 
sprung seat interiors and soft padded arms. Superb value 
right now. 


Great selection of other pieces 
in the Casa Range 


Finishing touches with our' 

designer, ^ 

Accessories ^ 


' u 



f 



Lamps, Mirrors, Wall 
Art, Rugs, Throws, 

Inspired Colours & 

much much more. 


2 Dr 2 Drw Sideboard ' 
RRP £759 Sale £379 - 

EXTRA 20% OFF 


TV unit 

RRP £499 Sale £249 - - 

I EXTRA 20% OFF ±. 1 

Coffee table ' 2 door display cabinet 

RRP £499 Sale £249 - ,, RRP £1499 Sale £749- 

EXTRA 20% OFF £199 EXTRA 20% OFF £599 




Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 


Penarth Road, 

Land Rovei^^^^ Cardiff, 

Wickes CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

fw /i W Bentley 

homestores m ^ M 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


' fw 

homestores 


-co.uk 


PENARTH ROAD 
low low prices CARDIFF 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
I Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


^ INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
72 HOUR DELIVERY 

(Selected lines while stocks last) 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


Stores also at, 

Caerphilly, Tel: 02920 884360, Newport, Tel: 01633 263968 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by Aj sicluna 


SCHOOL JANITOR IS FOUND 
WITH INDECENT IMAGES 


A SCHOOL janitor who was found in pos¬ 
session of many indecent photographs of 
children, has been jailed for 10 months at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Lee Mills (31) from Barry, who had no previous 
convictions, admitted four specimen charges of 
making indecent photographs of children and being 
in possession of 199 indecent photographs. 

Judge Daniel Williams said: “Fve seen some of 
these images, and the most serious involved children 
who were babies, with adults.” 

Mills, said the judge, lied when he said he 
obtained no sexual gratification from the images. 

The judge described his behaviour as “vile” and 


said the children involved must have suffered 
unimaginable agony. 

“Those people who view images of this type face 
imprisonment,” he said. 

Prosecutor John Warren said that on March 22, 
the police searched premises in Barry occupied by 
the defendant. 

He told them he had been stupid, and on a com¬ 
puter and mobile phone, they discovered indecent 
images. 

In a bedroom occupied by Mills, they also found 
underwear belonging to a child. Mr Warren said the 
images ranged from level one to level four. The 
most serious is level five. 


CANNABIS WORTH 
£15,750 FOUND AT 
BARRY ADDRESS 


CANNABIS plants with a 
street value of up to 
£15,750 were found when 
police searched an address 
in Barry. 

At the time, the man growing 
the plants, Craig Smeaton (41) 
was house-sitting, the court heard. 

Smeaton, of Plymouthwood 
Close, Ely, Cardiff, admitted pro¬ 
ducing cannabis and possessing 
cannabis. 

He was sentenced to a six- 
month community order and 
ordered to observe an eight-week 
curfew from 10pm to 6am. 

Judge Daniel Williams said 


Smeaton, who was also ordered to 
pay a victim surcharge of £60, 
intended to use the cannabis to 
relieve chronic pain. 

Prosecutor David Pugh said 
that on May 15, police went to an 
address in Bendrick Road, Barry, 
because people had reported 
smelling cannabis. 

They went inside and found an 
amount of cannabis skunk worth 
£250. 

In a bedroom were three grow¬ 
ing tents with lights containing 15 
plants. 

Smeaton told them: “It’s for 
personal use. I’ve had two hip 
replacements.” 


All the plants, said Mr Pugh, 
were in healthy condition. He said 
he had been given them and had 
bought the equipment for £100 
online. 

Because of constant pain which 
continued, he was a heavy user. 

Smeaton pointed out that at the 
time, he was house-sitting. 

He was said to have convictions 
for importing drugs, possessing 
drugs, producing drugs and caus¬ 
ing criminal damage in a doctors’ 
surgery. 

His barrister, Kevin Seal, said: 
“He has had serious health prob¬ 
lems.” 


There had also been internet searches on the com¬ 
puter of small naked boys and girls, as well as child 
grooming tips. 

There were titles such as ‘how to become a pae¬ 
dophile’ and ‘child chatrooms’. 

Mills told the police: “I have no idea why I did it. 
I don’t know what I was thinking about.” 

He said he was not sexually interested in children 
in any way. 

The police discovered that he had been in contact 
with a person who sent indecent messages in relation 
to a girl aged eight. 

Mills had replied: “Nice. Talk to you soon.” 

There was also a reference to a boy aged two. 

Mills’ counsel, Kevin Seal, said: “As a result of 
this, he has lost his job. Fortunately, none of the 
images were distributed.” 

Mills, he said, had difficulties arising out of his 
childhood and adolescence and pointed out that he 
did not instigate the chat log. 

Mr Seal described him as an inadequate individ¬ 
ual. Mills was ordered to register as a sex offender 
for 10 years after his release, and a 10-year sexual 
offences prevention order was imposed. 


Mary completes 
half marathon 
for cancer charity 


A steadfast Cancer 
Research Wales 
supporter from 
Porthcawl raised 
£285 by running 
the 13.1 mile 
Cardiff Half 
Marathon earlier 
this month. 

Mary Beckett (29), 
pictured right, set her¬ 
self a modest sponsor¬ 
ship goal of £100, and 
was overwhelmed by 
the generosity of dona¬ 
tions from friends and 
family. 

Speaking about the 
half marathon, Mary 
said: “I managed to beat 
my personal best time 
by seven minutes, and 
massively exceeded my 
fundraising target, so 
I’m feeling pretty 
proud! 

“This was my way of 
showing my support to 
everyone in my family 
who’s been affected by 



WHAT’S ON/m brief 

Autumn fay re 

AN autumn fayre will be held at Crossway Methodist Church, Barry, by Age 
Concern Cardiff and Vale on Tuesday, October 29. 

Admission is free and the event will be opened by Jane Hutt AM at 10am. 
Stalls include preserves, cakes, craft, jewellery and cards. There is also a 
grand prize draw. 

Tickets are 20p and can be bought at The Senior Health Shop in Holton 
Road, or purchased at the fayre; contact 01446 732385. 

Welsh Hearts 

VISIT Welsh Hearts autumn market on Saturday, November 2 at the Town 
Hall in Cowbridge; a Christmas stall with cards and gifts, homemade cakes, 
plants and free admission from Ham-3pm. Contact the Fundraising Office 
on 02920 786521. 


cancer - but especially 
my husband and his 
family, who have been 
through a very tough 
time recently.” 

Mary has completed 
numerous fundraising 
races for cancer chari¬ 
ties in the past, and this 
is the second time she 
has taken on the Cardiff 
Half Marathon. 

Mary said: “Cancer 
has affected my family a 
lot, so it’s really impor¬ 
tant to me to raise 
money for a charity 
whose research into the 
treatment and diagnosis 
of cancer has benefitted, 
and will continue to 
benefit, my family and 
so many others.” 

Mary’s grandmother 
and two aunts all battled 
with cancer and have 
now sadly passed away. 

Mary said: “Their 
ability to remain bright 
and cheerful despite 
their suffering has been 
an inspiration to me for 
many years.” 


Fitted Bedroom & Home Office 
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stcwcorr lu see ul* full 
ranpe of troducts 


Town & CovnUy Pedrooms 

www.townandcountryb«drooins.co.uk 




Uni! 1 Nortb Point. 
Western Avenue 
Bndgend IndustnaJ Estate 
Bndgerx] CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 
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A LARGE RANGE 
OF SPECIAL OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 

Subject to terms and conditions. 

Also an impressive range of 
bedroom furniture ... 


Over 20 years experience 
FREE design - EREE planning 


Call now for your FREE HOME VISIT 

Tel 01656 662665 
Mob 07872 451612 

Visit us at Si*# 

4 Derwen Road, Bridgend CF31 ILH 

enquiries@thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 

www.thomaskitchensandbedrooms.co.uk 


Marathon ‘cycle 
ride’ for charities 


RIGHT: 
Jane Hutt AM, with 
Ben Reid and Chris 
Williams, Lloyds 
Bank’s cycling 
volunteers. 

ON October 16, 
Lloyds Bank staff 
took part in the 
‘Cycle Around the 
World Challenge’ 
at Wales 

Millennium Centre 
in Cardiff, to help 
raise £100,000 for 
charity. 

The Welsh volunteers 
cycled a total of 800 
miles to help the compa¬ 
ny reach its overall tar¬ 
get of cycling 36,000 
miles - the equivalent of 
going around the world 
one and a half times on 
an exercise bike to raise 
money for the 
Alzheimer’s Society and 
Alzheimer Scotland. 
Individuals in each team 
took it in turns to cycle 
for a total of 24 hours to 
reach their 800 mile tar¬ 
get. 

More than 500 
employees across 40 
locations in the UK are 
taking part in the chal¬ 
lenge between October 
16 - 17, by cycling 
36,000 miles collective¬ 
ly. Teams across the UK 
will complete the cycle 
challenge at their differ¬ 



ent locations to get their 
combined distances. 

Welsh Assembly 
Members Jane Hutt and 
Byron Davies went 
along to Wales 
Millennium Centre, of 
which Lloyds Bank is a 
sponsor, to support the 
teams and help them on 
their way. 

To help the cyclists 
get to their £100,000 
target and support them 
on their journey visit 
www.justgiving. com/Ne 
wportSaddles. 


Festive bargains 

ST PAUL’S Church Hall, Barry, will hold 
a fayre on Saturday, November 2 at 2pm 
will be packed with goods at low prices for 
which the churches of St Paul’s and 
Merthyr Dyfan are well known. 

Stalls include Christmas gifts, books, CDs and 
DVDs, home-made cakes, toys, bottle stall and 
hand-crafted gifts, jewellery, home produce and 
jams. There will be a grand prize draw with a £50 
cash prize, drinks hamper and many more prizes. 

Admission for children is free; for adults is just 
50p and all proceeds are in aid of the continuing 
work of St. Paul’s Church. 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre 

-PENARTH- 



Scott Wroe Hearing Centre in Penarth is an 
independent, famiiy run hearing aid practice 
with over 35 years experience of heiping 
peopie improve their hearing. They are a 5 
Star Centre for Phonak as weii as the first 
Widex Approved centre in the UK. 


• The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

I • 30 day trial on all hearing aids 

I • 5 year warranty on all Phonak 
hearing aids 

• 5 year aftercare service plan with 
all hearing aids 

• Independent advice on all leading 
makes and models 

• Home visit service available 



Mr Bartley Phillips 

“The aids have given 
me a new iease of 
iife. I can now hear 
peopie on the phone 
and aiso background 
noises. My chiidren, 
friends and reiatives 
cannot get over the 
change in me. I wish 
I’d done it years ago.” 


For more information or to arrange your appointment 
Please call 02920 707760 
Station Approach, Penarth CF64 SEE 
(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP) 


r 

Hearing Centre m 
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Man ‘groomed’ an 
eight-year-old girl 

CARDIFF CROWN COURT IS TOLD 


AN eight-year-old 
girl was ‘groomed’ 
by a man for his 
own sexual gratifi¬ 
cation, it was 
claimed at Cardiff 
Crown Court this 
week, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 

The court heard that 
the girl, who is now an 
adult, was told by 
Michael Batten that she 
must not tell anyone 
what they were doing. 
He also said, it was 
alleged, that if people 
found out, they would 
not be happy, and the 


police would come and 
take her to jail. 

Batten (70) of Neath 
Road, Maesteg, has 
pleaded not guilty to 
three charges of between 
1982 and 1984 indecent¬ 
ly assaulting the girl. He 
also pleads not guilty to 
committing an act of 
gross indecency against 
her. 

Prosecutor Claire 
Pickthall said the alleged 
offences occurred in the 
Maesteg area, after 
Batten had gained the 
child’s confidence. 

Sometimes, it was 
claimed, he would kiss 


her and give her a 
“grown-up kiss”; it was 
alleged he would touch 
her intimately and 
expose himself. 

When he told her that 
if people found out she 
could go to jail, she was 
“affected very, very 
much and became fright¬ 
ened and confused”. 

Ms Pickthall said the 
child always believed 
that the police would 
help her, but one day, 
said the prosecutor. 
Batten went too far. He 
pointed out to her a 
police car and said that 
could be the vehicle that 


Dinas Powys assault: 

MAN IS SOUGHT 


POLICE are investigating an 
assault that occurred in the 
early hours of Friday, October 
18 in Dinas Powys. 

A spokesperson reported that a 26- 
year-old woman walking along Cardiff 
Road was approached by a man, who 
attempted to drag her into an alleyway 
between Powys Place and Chapel Row 
and made lewd remarks to her. 

The woman pulled free and the man 
ran back out onto Cardiff Road, where 
she lost sight of him. He was wearing 


a dark coloured hooded jumper with 
the hood up and had a deep voice with 
a Cardiff accent. 

After the incident, the victim tried to 
flag down vehicles and a passing 
cyclist stopped to assist her. 

Officers are appealing for any wit¬ 
nesses to the incident, or anyone who 
may have seen the victim on Cardiff 
Road, as she was trying to flag down 
passing vehicles, to contact them. 

Call Barry CID on 101, or 
Crimestoppers free on 0800 555111 
(quote reference 62130328054). 


Fun at St Donats 
gets thumbs-up! 


RIGHT: Archery 
was one of the 
activities on 
offer to pupils. 

YEAR-6 pupils 
from Llancarfan 
Primary School 
recently enjoyed a 
five-day outdoor 
adventure at UWC 
Atlantic College, St 
Donat’s Castle. 

The trip was a great 
success, with every 
year-6 pupil taking part 
in a wide range of chal¬ 
lenging activities from 
canoeing, and sand 



sledging to caving. 

Most pupils hadn’t 
experienced many of the 
activities and took them 


Forest Products 

BUY DIRECT FROM MAKERS 



Mon-Fri 8.00am-5pm, Sat Sam -12 noon 

Crossways Estate, LLantwit Major Road 

© Cowbridge, Glamorganshire CF71 7U 
Tel: 01446 773399 

www.forest-products.co.uk 


all in their stride. 

When asked how the 
week went year-6 pupils 
replied “fun” “awe¬ 
some” “cool” “exciting” 
“immense”! 

The superb setting of 
St Donat’s Castle was 
also a highlight for the 
children who enjoyed 
castle adventures and 
exploring the grounds. 

“Everyone gave 
Atlantic College and 
their Outdoor Adventure 
a massive thumbs up” 
said class teacher, Mrs 
Freeman. “It is the first 
time we have used this 
venue and we will most 
certainly look to use it 
again in the future. 

“The pupils were fan¬ 
tastic ambassadors for 
our school and I was 
incredibly proud of 
them all, not only for 
their excellent manners 
but also for what they 
all achieved within the 
week. 

“The course has 
undoubtedly helped 
them to see the benefits 
of working as a team 
and supporting each 
other both inside and 
outside of school.” 


would take her away, 
and that they had to be 
careful not to get caught. 

The girl then devised a 
system of avoiding 
Batten. Once she left 
school, she left Maesteg 
and tried to forget what 
he had allegedly done to 
her, but over the years 
she would mention 
things to friends, the 
court heard. 

Matters came to a 
head last year when she 
decided to confront 
Batten, and sent him a 
letter which was “angry 
and explosive”. She 
wrote how she felt about 
what she said he had 
done to her and the effect 
upon her. 

She gave a friend’s 
address so he didn’t 
know where she lived. 

He replied: “I was 
extremely upset after 
reading what you had 
written.” 

He said that, in all sin¬ 
cerity, he wished her well 
in the future. Batten was 
arrested on November 15 
and when the allegations 
were put to him he said: 
“I never sexually abused 
her, it never happened”. 

He said the allegations 
were a complete fabrica¬ 
tion. He also said he 
found the letter “graphic 
and astonishing.” 

The case is expected 
to last four days. 


Police 
warning to 
residents 
over 
burglars 

RESIDENTS in Barry 
are being urged to 
secure their homes, 
following a spate of 
burglaries at 
Cadoxton, when access 
was gained through 
unlocked doors or win¬ 
dows. 

Sergeant Matt 
Rowlands, from Barry 
Police Station, said: 
“While we don’t want to 
alarm residents, we feel 
it is important they are 
aware of these burgla¬ 
ries, so that they can 
ensure their homes are 
properly secured. 

LOCK DOORS 
“Detecting and pre¬ 
venting burglary is a pri¬ 
ority for South Wales 
Police. 

“We would ask people 
to protect their homes by 
ensuring doors and win¬ 
dows are locked, both 
when they leave their 
property and before they 
go to bed at night, and 
also to report any suspi¬ 
cious behaviour by call¬ 
ing 999. ” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
South Wales Police on 
101 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 
555 111. 


^Good Food Friends’ 
support co-operative 


A group of ‘Good Food 
Friends’ in Barry is backing 
the bid to buy local after 
more than 60 residents joined 
forces to support their local 
Community Food Co-opera¬ 
tive. 

Friends and neighbours with a 
shared love of fresh food have 
signed up to a scheme that provides 
them with fresh, seasonal and afford¬ 
able fruit and vegetables, with all 
money spent going directly to local 
suppliers. 

More than 300 Food Co-opera¬ 
tives across Wales hold weekly 
meetings where mixed bags of sea¬ 
sonal fruit and vegetables are sold 
for between £3 and £4. The volun¬ 
teer-led co-ops meet at venues 
including schools, community cen¬ 
tres, church halls, workplaces and 
other local community hubs. 

Members of the local community 
that have joined the Barry Food Co¬ 
op, which celebrated its first anniver¬ 
sary this month (October), collect 
their locally sourced produce from 
volunteers that bag the goods up at 
their regular meeting venue. The 
People Centre at Dunlin Court, near 
Thompson Street. Volunteers help 
run Food Co-ops in the Barry area 
on a weekly basis, as part of a 
scheme run by the Rural 
Regeneration Unit, while a number 
of open days have also taken place 
across Wales to pro¬ 
mote the programme 
further. 

Volunteer Sandra 
Voisey said: “The Barr;' 

Community Food Co¬ 
op is a great way for 
me to keep in touch 
with my local commu¬ 
nity and something I 


was immediately keen to get 
involved with. 

“Families trying to balance 
increasing demand on their house¬ 
hold budget with the pace of modern 
life, often struggle to find time to 
connect with neighbours and local 
traders too.” 

Sandra continued: “Community 
Food Co-operatives provide us all 
with the chance to buy fresh food at 
affordable prices, at a convenient 
time and place, and meet like-mind¬ 
ed people too. 

An independent social enterprise, 
the RRU has helped create hundreds 
of community food co-ops in Wales 
as part of its commitment to support 
the regeneration of communities 
across the UK. 

Debbie Neale, general manager of 
the RRU, said: “Food Co-operatives 
are a great way to benefit the local 
community, both financially and 
socially. 

“Buying fresh produce from your 
local co-op could not only save you 
money, but also help your friends 
and family eat more healthily too. 

“With over 300 groups across 
Wales, your nearest food co-op is 
never too far away and these co-ops’ 
doors are always open to new mem¬ 
bers.” 

More information is also available 
at www.foodcoopswales.org.uk or 
WWW. ruralregeneration.org. uk. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Autumn 

fair 

WICK and District 
Pensioners Club has 
recently enjoyed an 
exciting programme 
of events and activi¬ 
ties, which continues 
with the club’s 
autumn fair this 
Saturday, October 26) 
in Wick village hall 
from 2pm-4pm. 

There have been 
speakers on Everyone’s 
Future, Greenlinks, 
Farming, Fife in the 
W.R.E.N.S, and the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

There have been two 
special birthday parties, 
coach trips to 
Carmarthen, 
Abergavenny Market, 
Bourton-on-the-Water, 
Bath and other interest¬ 
ing places, including 
lunch and a boat trip on 
the Countess of 
Evesham". 

Christmas lunch has 
been booked, and Wick 
Youth Club are educat¬ 
ing members on the 
mysteries of the internet! 

The club meets on 
alternate Wednesdays 
from 2-4pm in the Sports 
Pavilion, Wick. 

If you would like more 
information please con¬ 
tact George, 01656 
890386. 

New members are 
always welcome. GJ 

History group 
exhibition 

THIS coming week¬ 
end, October 26-27, 
the Barry Island 
Historical Group will 
hold its 


annual exhibition of 
maps, posters, pic¬ 
tures, photographs 
and records at the 
Barry Island 
Community Centre, 
Friars Road,Barry 
Island. 

It will be open on 
Saturday from 10 am to 
4pm; and on Sunday 
from 2pm-6pm. 
Admission is free and 
everyone is welcome. 

Family 

services 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is holding a 
family service on 
Sunday, October 27 at 
lOam, suitable for all 
ages, and centred on 
the story of the Good 
Samaritan. 

Creche facilities are 
available and refresh¬ 
ments served afterwards. 
All are welcome. 

On October 31, the 
church is holding a 
Hallelujah Party for 
accompanied children of 
all ages from 5 to 
6.30pm. 

Food, games and 
activities will be provid¬ 
ed and children are wel¬ 
come to come dressed as 
their favourite character. 

Admission is free 
though donations would 
be appreciated. All are 
welcome. 

For more information 
about the church, 
www.allsaintspenarth.or 
g.uk 

Vale tenants’ 
fun day 

VALE Council ten¬ 
ants are invited to a 


Hallowe’en family fun 
day on October 31 in 
the Paget Rooms, 
Victoria Road, 
Penarth, from 
I2.30pm - 4.30pm. 

Face painting, balloon 
twisting and other enter¬ 
tainment will take place 
throughout the day, with 
refreshments available. 

There will also be a 
children’s fancy dress 
competition with a 
Hallowe’en theme. 

Entry is by ticket only, 
allocated on a first- 
come-first-served basis, 
and can be obtained 
from Heather Powney on 
01446 709895. 

Music in 
the Vale 

ON November 23-24, 
Music in the Vale will 
be hosting its annual 
competition for young 
singers and instru¬ 
mentalists in the Vale 
of Glamorgan. 

This year, the compe¬ 
tition will be held in 
Stanwell School, 

Penarth. 

Over the two days, 
there will be auditions 
for singers and instru¬ 
mentalists and finalists 
will perform at a concert 
which will be judged to 
find the winner and run¬ 
ner-up from each sec¬ 
tion. 

Entries close on 
November 1. 

For full details, and to 
download entry forms, 
go to the website: 
musicinthevale.org.uk. 


Opening date for 
the all-new 
Bridgend library 


OPENING details for the new Bridgend 
library have been revealed by Bridgend 
Library and Information Service. 

The library will open in its new home at Bridgend 
Recreation Centre at 9am on Thursday, November 
14. 

A spokesman said: “Replacing the existing 
library on Wyndham Street, visitors can expect a 
larger and more accessible modern space equipped 
with a range of brand new services and features. ” 


Stock 

Clearance 

To make room 
for a new range 
of seed beads 

All 30g tubes/ 
packs of Czech 
Seed Beads are 
reduced from 
£1.79 to Just 
£ 1 . 00 . 


Limited stock 




Dai ti, Ts Vaftoo lad ^ lUirv CTOI 7W 
cf flu#1446 7ni23» lln Moo 
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SAVE ELECTRIC & GAS THIS WINTER! 

WITH OUR A-RATED ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS & DOORS 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT S 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
ji j^ALE loCKmO)'WINDOW 

jyALE locking)* doors fitted ’from £475 ”””””””””” 
(YALE LOCKINGj] FRENCH DO^ 
jVALE LOCKING) CON^ 

‘(YALE LOCKi’nG) COMPOSITE ‘dOORS ‘h’tTEd’fROM *£79*5 . 


Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2013 by 
Network Veka 


Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
^ since 1994! y 


Free Conservatory 
Design Service 
Available 

We supply & fit 
Fascias, Gutters 
& Downpipes 


SPECIAL 
r OFFER 


Scan with 
your 

smartphone 


NO DEPOSITS 
& FREE QUOTES 


ASK ABOUT OUR TRADE WINDOWS, 
DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 


► This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 


Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


07976640959 




j Amazing Offerl 

j-Dainr^f fns wrlir.il blincs 'A'ilh Hwery fill hcjv 
I cf windows ard doos or conser«ats ry fitted' 

j 7 tk j'd co’droK ifoi. 


FENSA 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 505770 
BARRY 01446 4392121 07976 640959 
www.mpnwinclows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 


choose one of these perfect doors 


NET’^RKVEKAIS 


P WINDOWS & DOORS 
ir FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILADLE i 
P^FREE VERTICAL RLINDS 
HwiDE RANGE OF STYLES & FINISHES 
^10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Valeways 

Walks 

TODAY (Thursday, 
November 24) at 
10am, ‘a long good 
walk’, extended walk 
up to three hours, 
starting at The Star 
Inn, Wick. 

Also on November 
24 at 10.30am, the cof¬ 
fee shop strollers 
(Rhoose hub), meet at 
the railway station car 
park. On Sunday, 
November 27 at 
1.30pm, Llybr Arfordir 


Cymru Ffontygari - 
extended up to three 
hours, Gorsaf 
Reilfforddd Y Rhws 
(Rhoose Railway 
Station). 

Also on November 
27 at 2pm, ‘Gileston 
Glimpse’ starting in 
Gileston village. 

Zumba class 

A ZUMBA class is 
held every Wednesday 
at 7.30pm - 8.30pm at 
Holy Trinity Church 
Hall, Barry. 


Rhoose talk 

RHOOSE and District 
History Society is 
holding a meeting on 
Friday, October 25 at 
7.30pm in the lesser 
hall of Rhoose 
Community Hall, 
Stewart Road, Rhoose. 

Aaron Jones’ topic 
will be ‘Cosmeston 
Park and Medieval 
Village’. All are wel¬ 
come; £1 entry fee to 
cover costs. 

Community 
garden 
volunteer day 

BARRY Community 
Garden and Allotment 
is holding a volunteer 
gardening day on 
October 26 from 
9.30am until 1.30pm. 

The community gar¬ 
den is a beautiful space 
where all are welcome 
to come down and meet 
new people, grow their 
own fruit and veg, learn 
new skills and improve 
job prospects. 

We need help getting 
ready for Spring and 
we’ll be planting, weed¬ 
ing and digging. 

Children are wel¬ 
come but under 18s 
MUST be accompanied 
by an adult. 

We’ll have children’s 
activities and free 
refreshments. Tools are 
supplied, just turn up 
wearing sturdy shoes or 
wellies! 

Thrift shop 

THE Thrift Shop at St 
Athan will be closed for 


i i 

I'M': 


LAMB 
& FLAG 
WICK 


HALLOWEEN FANCY 
DRESS DISCO ^ 

Saturday 26th October 


BONFIRE NIGHT A 

Fireworks and live music H 

from Burning Bridges 

Saturday 2nd November 


OAPs SPECIALS 

2 Course Set Lunch 

AVAILABLE TUESDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS ONLY £5.95 

A warm welcome awaits.,. 

CHURCH STREET, WICK 

016S6 890278 


The Caeflatii 


Castle View, Bridgend 

Sister Pub to The Highwayman 

NEWLY 

REFURBISHED 

Meals served 
Mon -Thurs 12 - 9pm. 
Fri & Sat 12 - 9.30pm. 
Sundays 12- 5pm 



The full menu Is now available and Is the same as our sister pub 



Traditional Sunday Lunch • 
Served 12-5pm 

Choice of meats; fresh, seasonal veg¬ 
etables; Kids Menu available, 
plus full Grill Menu Sf 
Takeaway Sunday lunch available 


Over 60's Special Menu 
Mon ' Sat 12'3pm 

Traditional, fresh home cooked 
meals - superb choice Only £4.45 



CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 

Fully refurbished large 
Function Room available. 


01656 660668 





jlli 


Sat Nav 

1 POW \y 


CF311NJ 

1 Hospital 1 

<2 


■^-ToM4 CoityRd 

Town Centre— 


WHAT’S 

ON 


half- term week, 

October 28-November 1 
and will reopen at 
10am on Monday, 
November 4. 

Mayor’s coffee 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor is 
hosting a charity cof¬ 
fee morning in aid of 
Cadoxton (Barry) WI 
on Tuesday October 
29 from 10.30am - 12 
noon in the Civic 
Office. All are wel¬ 
come. 

Gardening 

club 

THE next meeting of 
the Cowbridge 
Gardening Club will 
be held on October 31, 
in the Lesser Town 
Hall at 7.30pm, when 
the speaker will be 
Dilys Ayling on 
‘Christmas from the 
Garden’. Visitors and 
new members wel¬ 
come. 

Evening 
remembers 
Barry author 

ART Central the Vale 
Council’s art gallery, 
will host a celebration 
of the life of Welsh 
author Gwyn Thomas, 
on October 31 at 7pm, 
with refreshments 
from 6.30pm. 

During the evening, 
Professsor Dai Smith 


and Professor Peter 
Stead, two former 
pupils of Gwyn Thomas 
at Barry Boys, will 
remember the life, work 
and legacy of the inspi¬ 
rational writer and 
teacher. 

Born in Cymmer, 
Porth, and educated at 
Oxford University, 
Gwyn Thomas moved 
to Barry in the 1940s 
and taught Spanish at 
Barry County Boys’ 
School for 20 years. 
During his time he pub¬ 
lished over 12 novels 
and collections of short 
stories. 

Bringing this event to 
Barry is a significant 
and poignant reminder 
of the life-changing 
influence Gwyn 
Thomas had on his 
pupils and advocates 
during his time there. 

Professor Dai Smith, 
chair of the Arts 
Council of Wales, a 
writer and Barry resi¬ 
dent said: “The worlds 
of Gwyn Thomas col¬ 
lided at Barry in a may¬ 
hem of carnival and 
character, which was 
the bedrock of his writ¬ 
ing and philosophy: 

Kiss me quick. Doctor 
Crippen’s just around 
the next Cosy Corner! 

There will be an 
opportunity to browse 
Gwyn Thomas memora¬ 
bilia and the current 
exhibition on show in 
the gallery, by Merthyr- 
based artist Gustavious 
Payne. 

Visit www.gwyn- 
thomaslsw.eventbrite.co 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

lOCEAN LOUNGED 

{ ^PORTHKERRYXV J 

t WE ARE NOW OPEN: % 

t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS i 

¥ ALL DAY & EVENING ON SUNDAYS t 
■■111. 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
_ plus Pinc|o _ 


I KARAOKE t 

t EVERY FRIDAY * 

* * 

* Saturday 26th October i 

I DAVE BARTLETT t 

I Clubland Award Winner t 
I Best Male Vocalist 1 

* i 

i Saturday 2nd November * 

; HALLOWEENFANCY; 
sV DRESS PARTY^s 

iWtthfantasticband'BURNOUT'; 
« Hi-Energy Rock at its best) ! 

_ t 

¥ Traditional $ 

t SUNDAY ROAST t 
t Only £7.95 t 
t CAR BOOT SALE * 

5 EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

To find us - click directions© 

¥ www.firejoust.com 

¥,^^ ■■■■ ■ ■■ w y f w 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




.uk or call 02920 
376971 to register for 
the free event. 

Tax help for 
elderly 

TAXHELP for Older 
People (TOP) will 
offer FREE profes¬ 
sional advice to older 
people on a restricted 
income, with income 
tax queries and/or 
poblems at Roz 
Couzens’ Chiropody 
Surgery, Unit 4, 
Commercial House, 
Commercial Street, 
Llantwit Major CF61 
IRB on November 4 
from 10am until mid¬ 
day. 

No appointment is 
necessary. To access 
TOP’S helpline, tele¬ 
phone 0845 601 3321, 
or 01308 488066. 

House visits can also 
be arranged via this 
helpline for people 
unable to attend the sur¬ 
gery. 

Crime 

prevention 

A NEWTON crime 
prevention morning 
takes place on 
November 6 at 
10.30am in Newton 
school rooms (located 
by Newton Green). 


Contact peso 
Abigail Hughes on 
0782 5262403 or 
Abigail.Hughes @ south- 
wales.pnn.police.uk. 

Poppy appeal 

Volunteer Poppy sellers 


are urgently needed to 
assist the Royal British 
Legion’s annual Poppy 
appeal in Bridgend. 
Call Andrew on 01656 
669988 or 07775 
902732 for fill details. 


LUNTWrr .MAJOR rugbVclub 



& PATRONS DAV 

LIVE MUSIC FROM 

Alpine Hfiontpeps 

£5 INCLUDING FOOD 

LOVALTV PRICES FOR ALL 

OCTOBER 26‘''“ FROM 4PM 

«asg «8 


THE T 

Mount Sorrel Hotel 


Christmas Party Nights 

6th, 7th, 13th, 20th & 21st December 2013 
£24.95 per person 

PRAWNS WITH A CRISPY SALAD 
Topped with a 'Marie Rose' Dressing 
HOMEMADE CHICKEN LIVERS & DUCK PATE 
Served with Crusty Bread 
HOMEMADE CARROT & CORIANDER SOUP 
with Golden Croutons 


TRADITIONAL ROAST TURKEY 

With Chestnut Stuffing & all the trirnrnings 
ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF 
Served with a Red Wme & Onion Jus 
POACHED FILLET OF SALMON 
With a Creamy Asparagus Sauce 
WINTER VEGETABLE & GOATS CHEESE WELLINGTON 
With a Red Onion & Tarragon Glaze 
SELECTION OF FRESH SEASONAL VEGETABLES AND POTATOES 



Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce 
Orange & Arametti Truffle Torte 
Belgium Chocolate & Raspberry Tart 
Followed by Coffee and Mints 



CELEBRATE WITH US! 

New Year's Eve 
Gala Dinner Dance 





Masque 


T3/r11 promise a night to remember, 
Ijdlt with all the razzmatazz a good 
New Year's Eve should have! 

5 Course Gala Dinner, Disco 'til late, 
glass of bubbly at midnight £45.00 


CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR OUR 
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR MENUS ^ 


www.mountsorreIhotel.co.uk 

dee@mountsorrel.co.uk • 01446 740069 
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The Caeffatri turns to 
a winning formula for 
dining out in Bridgend 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


T he Caeffatri pub, 
which is tucked 
away just off Coity 
Road in Bridgend, has just 
been refurbished and has 
launched a brand new 
menu, so I went along to 
try it out on behalf of 
GEM readers. 

My guest was familiar with the 
previous decor, and was mightily 
impressed with the new layout - 
comfortable chairs, and dark 
wood tables with plenty of space 
between them. 

It’s a layout that says tradition¬ 
al, good value food, and that is 
very much what is on offer. 

Owner Derek Gaynor runs 
another restaurant that is well 
known to diners - the popular 
Highwayman at Rhoose - and he 
cheerfully admits that the 
Caeffatri is intended to appeal to 
the same market. 

The chefs have been trained at 
Rhoose, and the menu contains 
the tried and tested Highwayman 
favourites. 

If you are looking for amuse 
bouches, jus, rillettes, foams or 
any other Masterchef conceits, 
you won’t find them at the 
Caeffatri! 

My guest and I were tempted 


by the pub classic section, with 
dishes such as steak and ale pie, 
homemade lasagne, or liver and 
onions, but instead headed for the 
extensive main menu. 

The starter of a half rack of 
ribs (£4.95) was tempting, but I 
chose the fried whitebait, because 
the steak and ribs combo (£13.95) 
was irresistible as a main course 
(for me). 

My guest went for the mussels, 
in white wine sauce with shallots, 
cream and garlic, followed by a 
salmon kebab. 

If you are paying under £5 for 
a starter, you don’t expect much 
in the way of extras, so we were 
pleasantly surprised to be served 
a proper salad with each. Indeed, 
the mussels came with bread as 
well, and this all disappeared 
mopping up the sauce, which was 
terrific. 

There was plenty of it too, just 
as well really, as I was leaning 
over and dipping my whitebait in 
the sauce too! 

The Highwayman offers large 
portions, and the same is true at 
the Caeffatri. There is a moment 
after the starters when you say to 
each other that you feel quite full 
already. That’s when there is a 


sharp intake of breath as the main 
course arrives! 

My combo delivered on its 
promise. A large rack of ribs, 
dripping with a rich sauce, and a 
thick steak - medium rare as 
requested - were accompanied by 
home-made chips. Everything is 
cooked to order, and it shows. 

My guest’s salmon kebab, mar¬ 
inated in chilli and garlic, came 
with home-made coleslaw and 
chips, and she pronounced it an 
excellent dish. 

If you think that you are full 
after the first two courses (and we 
were) the Caeffatri has one last 
temptation. There is no dessert 
menu. The sample desserts are 
brought to your table so you can 
take a long look at them 

As a result, my guest decided 
that the bread and butter pudding 
was made exactly as she liked it, 
and I couldn’t resist the sticky 
toffee pudding. They did not dis¬ 
appoint when it came to tasting 
them either! 

Diners in the Vale already 
know that the Highwayman is a 
very busy pub restaurant, and 
there is no reason why the 
Caeffatri shouldn't prove to be 
just as popular. 

There is an over-60s lunchtime 
menu at only £4.45 and, even if 
you don’t qualify for any conces¬ 
sions, good value hearty food is a 
formula that deserves to prosper. 

You can’t have enough variety 
in a town when it comes to eating 
out, and The Caeffatri is definite¬ 
ly adding to the mix! 


RNLI BREAKFAST ROLL! 

THE Dinas Powys branch of the RNLI is holding its annual ‘break¬ 
fast roll’ on Saturday, November 2 at the Lee Hall, Dinas Powys, 
from 8.30am-11.30am. 

Croissants, fruit bread, orange juice and tea/coffee; Christmas 
cards and calendars on sale and a raffle. Tickets available from com¬ 
mittee members, or at the door. 


SUPERNATURAL TALES 
FROM ACROSS THE VALE... 


D id you know 
that Wenvoe 
and 

Cadoxton were 
credited with hav¬ 
ing werewolves? 

Or that a were- 
wolf-like monster 
with a human 
upper body and 
glowing eyes 
haunts the village 
of Llysworney? 

Well that’s according 
to a fascinating A - Z 
guide to a land of 
ghosts and dark legends, 
strange animals and 
unexplained phenomena 
called Supernatural 
Wales by Alvis Nicholas 
and published by 
Amberley Publishing at 
£14.99. 

The Llysworney 
creature, we are 
informed, has been seen 
along Heol Felin lane 
(pictured) between 
Gos sways and 
Moorshead. And we 
learn that “Jenkin of 
Wilton Farm was 
returning home through 
the lane on his mare one 
evening. He was feel¬ 
ing rather flustered, 
having come home from 
a day at the local mar¬ 
ket. Suddenly, the mare 
reared up, threw Jenkin 
off and galloped home 
without him. Seeing the 
mare return without a 
rider, the residents of 
the farm set off to see 
what had happened to 


BOOK REVIEW by BRIAN LEE \ 


the old farmer. They 
eventually found him on 
his back in the mud, 
swearing that a 
GWYLLGI had fright¬ 
ened his horse.'” 

Gwyllgi, we are 
informed, translates as 
‘Dog of Darkness’ and 
one of these spirit 
hounds was frequently 
seen near Wilton 
Crossways. 

Folklorist Marie 
Trevelyan, who grew up 
in the Vale, describing 
these creatures said: 
“This animal made 
unearthly bowlings, and 
glared fiercely render¬ 
ing people senseless”. 

Another haunted vale 
site featured is Old 
Beaupre Castle (pic¬ 
tured) which is haunted 
by a banshee-like ghost 
known as the Gwrach Y 
Rhibyn who is “seen to 
rise up out of the river 
next to the castle”. 

While Dunraven Castle, 
sited on the headland 
above Southerndown 
beach, was haunted by 
the Blue Lady of 
Dumaven, who “put in 
several appearances to 
nursing staff when the 
castle was used as a 
home for convalescing 
soldiers during the First 
World War.” 

St Donat’s Castle, 
which dates to the four¬ 
teenth century, was once 
“plagued by evil forces” 
and the castle “was 
once the most haunted 


in Wales, and its resi¬ 
dent ghosts terrorised an 
occupant in the late 
19th or early 20th cen¬ 
tury”. 

These are just some 
of the entries and as 
Lionel and Patricia 
Fanthorpe say in their 
foreword to the book: 
“After half-a-century of 


exploring the paranor¬ 
mal, this is one of the 
best guidebooks that we 
have yet encountered. 
Like a well-written 
encyclopedia, or an 
attractive drawn-up 
map, you can refer to it 
again and again and 
come up with interest¬ 
ing information every 
time.” 


Bright Star 
will make 
you smile! 


The GEM has joined forces with the Dogs 
Trust to find caring new owners for ani¬ 
mals at its Bridgend Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone 01656 725219) 


STAR is a young 
Staffie cross who has 
had an unsettled life 
so far, having been 
passed through sever¬ 
al owners, through no 
fault of her own, 
before finding herself 
at Dogs Trust. 

From a nervous and 
worried dog at the time 
of being handed in to 
us, she has blossomed 
into a happy and confi¬ 
dent girl we would love 
to see finally settled in a family home - she defi¬ 
nitely deserves it! 

“She would be more than happy to settle into 
a routine, and will reward you by being a fun 
and cuddly young dog,” says Linda Feagan, 
Supporter Relations Officer at Dogs Trust 
Bridgend. 




Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

Tkc+t ccUtiUc Qovr Pootxrr 


A family business with vast experience m the 
replacement door and worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


I 1' ’< i|( Ir 

DOCTOR L 


Tke Poor Poc4or 

wwvi.tiovr-dot4vr,co.tAM, 

01446 688018/01656 360027 
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LES MISERABLES PROVES HUGE HIT 
FOR THE STAGE DOOR 1 COMPANY! 



PHOTOS BY BETHANY BARRELL 




“Extraordinary!” 
“Jaw-dropping!” 
“Blown away!” 

These were the words 
of people leaving The 
Tythe Bam, St Donats 
Art centre between 
Friday, October 18 and 
Sunday, October 20, 
after a production of Les 
Miserables by Stage 
Door 1. 

With a cast of 37 chil¬ 
dren, whose average age 
was 13, Stage Door 1 
have been transporting 
their audiences back in 
time to the dark streets 
of revolutionary France. 

Jean Valjean, played 
by Luke James (15), 
delivered from the very 
outset a spectacular per¬ 
formance. 

He transformed him¬ 
self from a downtrodden 
convict who comes to 
terms with his new 
found freedom. 

Through his tremen¬ 
dous vocal skill the audi¬ 
ence was left weeping 
while at times being 
uplifted by Luke’s inter¬ 
pretation of his charac¬ 
ter. 

The audience was 
touched next by the raw 
passion displayed in Nia 
Brown’s performance as 
Fantine (15). The cali¬ 
bre of singing from 
someone suffering 
throughout with tonsili- 
tis only leaves you to 
wonder what dizzy 
heights Nia’s voice will 





reach when working at 
full capacity! 

The demise of 
Fantine is brought about 
with the help of a spec¬ 
tacular, disturbing but 
moving, performance, 
involving the Factory 
Foreman (Takielan 
Morgan); the ensemble 
(Maia Morgan, Holly 
Price, Caitlin Spargo, 
Nicole Alison, Kiara 
Evans, Cerys Baker, 
Becka Stuart, Grace 
Bennion) and the ‘lovely 
ladies’ (Jamie Morris, 
Bethany Barrell, 

Kathryn Llewellyn, 
Chloe Luxton, Nell 
Roberts, Elinor Parsons, 
Abbie Parmer, Anya 
Tmdgian, Alice Thomas, 
Beth Marshall, Caitlin 
Dolman) - Pantine then 
descends into their 
world. 

No show is without a 
character the audience 
loves to hate. The com¬ 
plexity of Javert was 
expressed expertly by 
Sebastian Lewis (15). 

As his character 
comes to terms with the 
new depths of compas¬ 
sion being demanded of 
him, he in turn demand¬ 
ed this of his audience. 

When a new atmos¬ 
phere is required to 
move the audience into 
pre-revolutionary com- 
raderie, it is the beautiful 
baritone voice of Ryan 
Sommerfield (16) play¬ 
ing Enjolras who evokes 
this. His presence 


demands his fellow stu¬ 
dents (Matt Davies, 
Ryan Sommerfield, 
Kyle John, Abbie 
Parmer, Takieuluan 
Morgan, Alice Thomas, 
Anya Tmdgian, Caitlan 
Dolman, Beth Marshall 
and Becka Stuart) and 
his audience consider 
the possibilities of a new 
and better world. 

No story can be 
devoid of a love affair 
and Les Miserables is 
built on a tangled web of 
love and passions. The 
naive, raw, adolescent 
love expressed between 
Marius (Kyle John) and 
Cosette (Chloe Luxton) 
was beautiful, as too was 
the unrequited love of 
Eponine, beautifully 
portrayed by Katheryn 
Llewellyn. The ensuing 
friendships that under¬ 
pin these roles were 
incredibly moving, a 
credit to the actors 
involved and the beauti¬ 
ful writing of Victor 
Hugo. 

Hugo’s writing strives 
to replicate the despera¬ 
tion and poverty of the 
masses and his genius 
was portrayed by Elinor 
Parson (13) and Aaron 
Ashley Perks (16), who 
brought a mature, 
sophisticated humour to 
their roles as Thenadier 
and Madame Thenadier. 

At no point did the 
audience disengage 
from their performances 
as they bounced off one 


another’s threatrical 
prowess; their stage 
presence was captivat¬ 
ing and entrancing. 

Purthermore, 
Madame Thenadier’s 
schizophrenic parenting 
of little Cosette, played 
by Emma Barrell and 
Carys Mitchell, and little 
Eponine, is haunting and 
reveals, to the audience, 
the dark underside of the 
character without miss¬ 
ing the comic relief. 

One of the youngest 
lead roles is Gavroche, 
played by Todd James 
(9). Todd brought a mis¬ 
chievousness and matu¬ 
rity to this role with a 


perceptiveness beyond 
his years. 

With the support of 
his gang (Mali Davies, 
Celyn White, Cerys 
Wood, Erica Talbot 
Morgan, Sophie Moore, 
Madi Davies, Carys 
Mitchell and Emma 
Barrell), we were 
reminded of the survival 
instincts and cohesive 
community of the time. 

This was a truly 
remarkable performance 
from all involved with 
professional lighting and 
sound enhancing a tmly 
wonderful production. 

FRAN DAVIES 
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f ^Turn Back the 


D.B. FRANCIS “s' 


GAS MAINTENANCE & V, 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEERS 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 


BA 


SlVdiianl' Jh 

7 Year Guarantee - 

bIKm A.C.O.R Approved 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow,CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


DB Francis can keep 
you warm this winter 


THE Farmers Almanac predicts a 
“piercing cold” season, so don’t wait for 
your central heating boiler to break 
down - you can bet it will be on the 
coldest day of the year. Prepare for 
winter now! 

A spokesperson for DB Francis said: 
“Why not have your boiler serviced, and its 
controls checked, so you can be reassured 
that you will be kept warm and safe this 
winter. 

“For an efficient friendly service you can 
ring a local, family company which has 
served the Vale for 32 years - DB Francis 
Gas Service and Maintenance can be 
contacted on 01446 771112.” 



D. WILLIAMS 

{Coal Haulage) Ltd 


Grade 1 Best Quality House 
Coal and Solid Fuel 

Free Delivery to surrounding areas 
Pre-Packed Fuel delivered to your door 


Tel: 01656 890624 



Electrical 


ELECTA 

All types of Electrical 
work undertaken. 


• 15 years experience 
• Security lighting and alarms 

• Fault finding - fuse boxes, 

wiring etc 

• Extra sockets/light points 

• Full house wires 
•Testing installation, 
certification, repairs, 

inspections etc 

• High standards - 
first class service 


Customer satisfaction guaranteed call: 

07891 965150 1 01446 403072 


Local companies can 
help you prepare for 
a trouble-free winter 


T he dark winter nights are already 
approaching and now is the time to 
make sure those essential 
maintenance jobs are done before you are 
hit with a crisis. 

There is nothing worse than suffering a 
problem with the house or garden, and havng 
to wait to have it dealt with at an inconvenient 
time of the year. 

Local companies can help you avoid those 
problems - so book their services now, so you 
can relax through the winter months. 

Top tips are: 

• Make sure your gas and oil appliances 
have been properly serviced. 


• If you need a boiler upgrade, now is the 
time, before the rush starts as old boilers start 
packing up. 

• Your oven gets a lot more use in the colder 
months, so a thorough clean ensures it is in the 
best possible condition for Christmas. 

• Have a safety check on your house electrics 
including your smoke alarms. 

• Outside, make sure the garden has that last 
cut of the autumn and make sure any hazardous 
over-hanging branches or unsighly bushes are 
trimmed. 

• Perhaps you need an extra outdoor light, so 
people don’t slip in the darkness. 

Get these tasks done now and you won’t have 
an infuriating crisis on Christmas Day! 


^^-oven (leaning 

Treat yourself 

Sparkling clean oven 




Bonny Tiler 


m 


Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


Professional, reliable and friendly service 





Why not indulge 
yourself on a cold 
Winter evening 
in one 

of our luxurious 
bathrooms 
. or wetrooms 


CaU 

Andrew for 
a quote on 

01446 796582 

or 

07854 168459 



R&T Fabrications - your dealer 
for the Mountfield range 

R&T FABRICATIONS LTD is now your local dealer for the 
Mountfield range of lawn and garden care products. 

Prepare for the cold, dark nights and winter with our selection of 
Mountfield chainsaws and Mountfield brushcutters. 

Complete your projects in the garden with a logsplitter or 
rotovator - both available to purchase or hire 
And there’s more . . . ! Why not get your lawnmower serviced 
before you put it away for winter 

We even do a comprehensive lawn mower repair service - 
Contact us on 01446 771999. 



Now In Stock: 

Chainsaws & Hedgetrimmers 
Brushcutters & Blowers 

Lawn Riders & Tractors 

Petrol & Electric Lawn 
Mowers 

Lawn Mower Service & Repair 
Friendly service and advice 

Unit 20, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
Tel. 01446 771999 or 774056 • www.randt.co.uk 


solutionexpress 

''Cleaning chemicals and equipmen! 

New Showroom NOW OPEN 
Largest main dealer for Karcher 
in South Waies 
Sales • Service • Repair 



I Special offer ■ 

, 10% off with this voucher , 
!. _ V^id_until_30/1J/13_ _ \ 

Westpoint Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, Cardiff, CFll 8JQ. 
(Behind the Porsche garage) 

•KXROHCR 


CLOVER* 

CHEMICALS LTD J 

'Cff/roV^ 


029 2070 6970 

^wWjSolutionexgressk^eherco^ 
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HANKS EXCELS IN 
TAUT AND TENSE 
REAL-LIFE DRAMA 


Conservative 
AM hits at *real 
terms’ cut in 
Vale funding 


H aving 

achieved the 
never-done- 
before feat of win¬ 
ning two successive 
'best actor' 
Academy Awards, 
Tom Hanks has 
failed to add to 
those baubles 
despite delivering 
consistently strong 
performances in 
his work. 

His best chance yet 
of matching Daniel 
Day-Lewis comes in 
real-life story Captain 
Phillips, where Hanks 
plays Captain Richard 
Phillips, who, in 2009, 
saw his ship hijacked by 
Somali pirates; staying 
with his ship, Phillips 
was held hostage in a 
story that captivated the 
world and now finds 
itself adapted by United 
93 director Paul 
Greengrass... 

The main problem 
when making a story 
based on a real-life 
event is that, more often 
than not, the ending is 
in little doubt. Whether 
it is the ship sinking in 
Titanic, the family 


being reunited at the 
end of The Impossible 
or Abraham Lincoln's 
evening at the theatre 
ending fatally, the onus 
is on the filmmakers to 
try and ratchet enough 
drama and tension when 
building up to the cli¬ 
max that you forget 
how it turns out. 

That is something 
director Paul 
Greengrass does with 
Captain Phillips, the 
ending having been 
beamed around the 
world four years ago, 
but here, on a cinema 
screen with Tom Hanks 
starring as the titular 
captain, being wrung for 
as much tension and 
doubt as it can manage 
before delivering its 
conclusion. 

It may benefit you 
not knowing exactly 
how the story of 
Captain Phillips being 
taken hostage plays out, 
but even if you do, 
you'll be questioning it 
as Greengrass delivers a 
masterclass in suspense 
and drama, slowly 
ramping up the stakes. 

Shot through with a 
documentary-style real¬ 
ism that has become the 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


director's calling card, it 
makes events all the 
more vivid and lends a 
hard-edge that is impos¬ 
sible to ignore. 

Writer Billy Ray, 
who has previous in 
real-life stories, brings a 
clinical eye to proceed¬ 
ings; there are no cut¬ 
aways to Phillips' fami¬ 
ly, no softening the 
edges. 

What Ray's script 
does well is provide a 
counter balance, making 
the hostage takers more 
than simply nameless 
and faceless individuals; 


giving them back¬ 
ground, and shading in 
their motivations, you 
don't feel sympathy for 
them as much as you 
can understand their 
plight and why their 
actions have led them to 
this. 

With such a superb 
script and director, it's 
no surprise that Tom 
Hanks is absolutely 
mesmerising here. 

Having shown an 
ability like no other 
present-day actor to 
inhabit the American 
everyman, the role is 
tailored to his strengths. 

Phillips wasn't a John 
McClane-style hero, 
just a scared man trying 
to do his best in the cir¬ 
cumstances presented to 
him, and Hanks cap¬ 
tures every inch of 
Phillips’ humanity and 
vulnerability in a per¬ 
formance that will 
almost certainly result 
in - at least - another 
Oscar nomination. 

While the film rests 
on Hanks’ shoulders, 
alongside him the per¬ 
formances of the 
hostage takers are per¬ 
fectly essayed by the 
likes of Barkhad Abdi, 


Barkhad Abdirahman, 
and Faysal Ahmed, their 
performances bringing 
an authenticity and real¬ 
ism, while also going 
toe-to-toe with Hanks 
and coming out equal. 

While an exhausting 
experience (and a film 
for whom seat edges 
were made for). Captain 
Phillips is a hugely 
watchable piece of 
work, essayed with 
style and aplomb and no 
little drama, a truly 
mesmerising and 
immersive moviegoing 
experience. 

VERDICT Taut 
and tense. Captain 
Phillips is a real-life 
story that is delivered 
with a gritty sense of 
realism that works 
incredibly well. 
Documentary-style 
direction from Paul 
Greengrass, married to a 
hard-boiled script and 
incredible performanc¬ 
es, it is a film that grabs 
hold of you from the 
outset and never lets go. 
Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Castaway 
(2000), United 93 
(2006) 


THE leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, Andrew RT, 
has reacted with “dismay” to 
news that the area is receiving 
a cut in funding from the 
Welsh Government. 

The Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, Andrew RT Davies, 
said the reduction was a disappoint¬ 
ment and that in ‘real terms’ it 
equated to 6.3 per cent - or £10.36 
million. 

He claimed it meant cuts would 
hit public services in the Vale hard¬ 
er than in many other authorities in 
Wales. 

A Welsh Government source 
pointed out ‘settlement’ was diffi¬ 
cult because of UK Government 
cuts. 

Mr Davies said: “The Vale is 
already under-funded by the Welsh 
Government to the tune of around 
£25 million when compared to 
neighbouring authorities. 

“Now we see that the latest settle¬ 
ment has short-changed local resi¬ 
dents further, with the Vale facing 
the fourth largest cut of any author¬ 
ity in the country. 

“It is disappointing that the 
Welsh Government Einance 
Minister and local AM, Jane Hutt, 
was unable to secure a better deal 
for the Vale when compared to other 
councils in Wales. 

“Whilst we all accept that the 
purse strings are tight, I’m not sure 
that financial constraints can 
explain why the Vale has yet again 


been hit harder than its neigh¬ 
bours.” 

Mr Davies said that the Vale’s 
real terms cut compared to neigh¬ 
bouring authorities, Cardiff - 4.7 
per cent, Rhondda Cynon Taff - 5.1 
per cent and Bridgend - 4.6 per 
cent. 

The average cut in funding across 
Wales stands at 5.3 per cent. 

A Welsh Government spokesperson 
responded: “It's a sad day for Wales, 
when the Leader of the Welsh Tories 
declares publicly that he has not the 
slightest idea how local government 
settlements are arrived at. 

“The allocation of funding to 
Local Authorities is kept under con¬ 
stant review and the formula is main¬ 
tained and developed in consultation 
with Local Government representa¬ 
tives. 

“This is an extremely difficult set¬ 
tlement for Local Authorities, directly 
caused by the UK Government cuts to 
the Welsh block.” 


Did you know 
you can 
find The GEM 
on Twitter? 
Follow us 
@gem news 
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Bringing our LOCAL LEGENDS back to life... 
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SPOOKY DAY 
and NIGHT TIME 
Maze walks 
fACE PAINTING 
PUMPKIN 
CARVING 
hot food and 

refreshments 

;.T VipkiM?: 

♦w ■? 1 APPL F^jy 

COVERED 
PICNIC AREA 


OPENING TIMES Aftocnoon: 12 noon Spm | Evening: 7p>m 10pm 
CAU US ON 01446 781 670 TICKETS AVAILABLE TO BUY FROM 

www.hendrewennol.com 
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Fun weekend of water sports 

GET ON BOARD FOR 
THE BIG SPLASHUP’ 


T he surf’s up in Porthcawl this 
weekend for ‘The Splashup,’ 
October 25 - 27, so don’t miss 
your chance to get on board! 

Surfing, kayaking, paddle boarding and 
power kiting are among the water sports that 
visitors to the event can try for free at special 
taster sessions. 

Organised by local businesses and water 
sports organisations with support from 
Bridgend County Borough Council, The 
Splashup’s water sports programme will kick 
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Noson Calan 
Gaeaf at 
Hendrewennol 
Fruit Garden 


W ITH 

research 
from the 

National Museum of 
Wales at St Fagans, 
and the support of 
the Creative Rural 
Communities, 
Hendrewennol, near 
Cowbridge, has 
teamed up with the 
drama department 
of Bridgend College 
and 30 of its stu¬ 
dents; for eight days 
of storytelling, 
drama, pumpkin 
carving and spooky 
Hallowe’en fun. 

From Friday 
October 25 to Friday 
November 1, 
Hendrewennol Fruit 
Garden will be holding 
Hallowe’en at 
Hendrewennol; com¬ 
prising a series of fun, 
creative and scary 


off on the Friday night with a spectacular 
night surf and lights show from 8pm in front 
of the esplanade. 

Town beach is a tricky ‘break’ which isn’t 
surfed very often, so it will present some 
unique challenges for the 16 experienced 
competitors who are flying in to take part. 

The Splashup is one of only two events in 
the whole of the UK to feature night surfing, 
and some of the finest local and international 
surfing talents will take to the floodlit waves 
on the Saturday evening too. 

Sunday’s surfing exploits will then feature 
a junior competition at Rest Bay, one of 
Wales’ most renowned beaches for surfers. 

As well as marvelling at the elite surfers, 
visitors to the event can try their hand at 
surfing in taster sessions organised by 
‘Porthcawl Surf School’ at Rest Bay on 
Saturday at 10am, 12pm and 2pm. 

Power kiting will be another sport that you 
can try out for free at Rest Bay too thanks to 
‘Blast Kiteboarding’. All equipment and wet¬ 
suits will be provided free of charge. 

Over at Coney Beach, there will be a 
chance to try stand up paddle boarding with 
‘Adventures Wales’ or kayaking with ‘Escape 
Watersports’. Both taster sessions will run 
between 10am and 4pm. 


Everything your 
pet needs... 

P ETS R Us have shops in Barry, 
Penarth and Talbot Green - they 
are your one-stop shop for all your 
pet’s requirements. 

They have an impressive range of freshwater and 
tropical fish, kittens, birds, hamsters, guinea pigs 
and rabbits plus all the accessories, feed, bedding, 
tanks and cages. 

Also available is a full grooming service in 
Barry and Talbot Green. 

Penarth Pets are having a FREE microchipping 
session on Thursday October 24, from 11am to 3pm 
(today) in association with Dogs Trust. Get there 
quick! 

For all your pet’s needs, from the people that 
really care, pop along to Pets R Us. 

There is one near you! 


activities, including a 
spooky maize maze 
challenge (a field of 
maize 7ft high with a 
maze cut into it and 
filled with all manner 
of spooky characters 
and happenings), after¬ 
noon pumpkin carving 
at its Pumpkin School, 
and storytelling in the 
Hay Bale theatre. 

A spokesperson 
reports: 

“Our pumpkin patch 
is harvested and the 
carving must begin. 

“ The spooks and 
ghouls are lurking in 
our maize maze, where 
a mysterious graveyard 
has emerged from the 
mist. 

“It’s time to cross 
our bridge of doom and 
test your mettle in the 
leafy labyrinth!” 


' GROOMERS'* 

We stock a large range of food, bedding, 
housing and accessories for your pets 
including dogs, cats, reptiles and small animals 




RABBITS, GUINEA PIGS, 

REPTILES, BUDGIES 
with Full Set-ups 

New range of Tropical 
Fish ancTTanks - All Available Now 

FULL GROOMING SERVICE AVAILABLE 
in Barry and Talbot Green 

OPEN: 

Mon - Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 
Sunday 10am-3pm 
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CF62 8DS. Tel 01446 722 228.' 
Penarth Pets, 22 Windsor Road, Penarth. 
Tel 02920 709 111. 

Pets 'R' Us, Tallxjt Green. 

Tel 01443 222 456. 
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KEEPING CHILDREN 
ENTERTAINED IN 
WINTER MONTHS IS 
NOT IMPOSSIBLE! 


A fter a 

summer with 
lots of good 
weather for chil¬ 
dren to play out¬ 
side, we have been 
suddenly plunged 
into a torrential 
autumn - hut par¬ 
ents anxious to find 
things for their off¬ 
spring to do need 
not despair. 

Over the next few 
weeks, there are lots of 
events to keep young¬ 
sters entertained and 
diverted. 

First along, conies 
Halloween. The 
Friends of Victoria 
Park in Cadoxton, 
Barry are inviting 
families to a 
Halloween Tea Party 
and Disco from 
4.30pm to 7pm. 

Some parents 
organise Halloween 
parties themselves, but 
if ‘trick or treat’ is 
involved, proper adult 
supervision of young¬ 
sters is necessary. 

There are also pub¬ 
lic Bonfire Night 
events planned, so 
keep an eye on The 
GEM for details as 


they are announced. 

If parents need 
child care on particu¬ 
lar days because they 
need time for 
Christmas shopping or 
other pressing tasks, 
there are creche 
groups that will help. 

Some people want 


their children to be 
stimulated with activi¬ 
ties such as acting, 
dance or music - again 
there are lots of the¬ 
atre groups across 
Bridgend and the Vale 
that will welcome 
them. 



Music & Movement Classes 
for 0-7 Years 

Cowbridge and Ystradowen 


New Baby Class 

(0-18 months) 

Starts Friday 15th November 
10.30am, Ystradowen Village Hall. 

To book your child’s place 

call Leonie on 01446 775048 

Please visit our website for further info 

www.kindermusikwithleonie.co.uk 


The Caeffatii 

Ccistle View, Bridgend 

Sister Pub to The Highwayman 








Are you on babysitting duties this half term? 
Why not treat yourselves to lunch? 

Our over 60’s menu is available all 
week & our kids’ menu includes ^ ^ 

free ice cream & our special 
colouring chef hats to keep 
those little darlings amused! 

All in all a cheap day out! 


It’s a Halloween Party 

that’s sure to be a Fright! 


Frightday 1st November, 8pm til past 
the witching hour in the Caeffatri Bar 

SPOOKY-ONE with Count Karaoke... 
Apple bobbing... Pumpkin Competition 

“You can come for the night, you can come for a flash, 
but come to have fun, at our Halloween bash.” 

Dress to impress 


These events are also available at The Highwayman, 
Rhoose. Please call for further details 01446 710205. 

Fully refurbished large Function Room available. 

01656 660668 



llMJP<BWirAWiri We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS AND 
EMAILS MUST INCLUDE EULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL 

ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUEEICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your letters BRIEE and 
address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF7I 7E 
OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT TO 
MAKE POLITICAL CAPITAL 


HILST 
agreeing 
unreservedly 
with the Editor’s let¬ 
ter last week - issues 
are indeed more 
important than politi¬ 
cal attacks -1 feel it 
only right that I have 
the opportunity to 
reply to several factu¬ 
al errors in Conn 
Burnett’s comments 
in The GEM last 
week. 

Firstly, in the article 
you published last week, 
Coun Lis Burnett 
claimed to have held a 
recent meeting with the 
Minister for Transport at 
which the issue of trans¬ 


port was discussed. 

According to a 
Freedom of Information 
request I have today 
received from the Welsh 
Government, the meet¬ 
ing did not include the 
subject of bus services at 
all. 

I received confirma¬ 
tion in writing today that 
Coun Burnett has neither 
met with the Transport 
Minister or the Local 
Government Minister to 
discuss support for buses 
in the Vale - neither is 
there any written corre¬ 
spondence between 
them. This FOI is pub¬ 
lished on the Welsh 
Government’s FOI log. 

Secondly, the enter¬ 


prise zone is one of the 
most significant eco¬ 
nomic levers available to 
the Vale Council in 
terms of potential job 
creation and prosperity. 

Whilst the council 
may be represented on 
the enterprise zone 
board, it is truly remark¬ 
able that Coun Burnett, 
who is the cabinet mem¬ 
ber with executive 
responsibility for eco¬ 
nomic regeneration, has 
not met personally with 
the chair of the zone at 
any stage to discuss its 
progress. 

(This information was 
published in a Freedom 
of Information Request 
on October 1) 

I should like to con¬ 


firm, finally, that I have 
not personally organised 
any public bus meetings, 
and so I am unable to 
confirm whether Coun 
Burnett was indeed 
invited to the one to 
which she refers. 

In her article last 
week it was claimed that 
I had attempted to make 
political capital out of 
criticising her for not 
attending - this simply is 
not true. I was merely 
invited to attend myself. 

The real issue at stake 
here is the withdrawal of 
bus services, lost regen¬ 
eration funding for Barry 
and an enterprise zone 
that appears to be drift¬ 
ing along aimlessly - all 
of which the council has 


a key role in either 
delivering or funding. 

Coun Burnett looks 
forward to “an open and 
frank conversation” with 
me when I am (in her 
words) prepared to deal 
in facts. 

Each of my recent 
criticisms withstand 
scrutiny and I stand by 
them. I also look for¬ 
ward to her reply to my 
letter requesting an 
urgent meeting to dis¬ 
cuss bus provision in the 
Vale, which was sent on 
August 6, 2013 - to 
date I have yet to receive 
the courtesy of a reply. 
Andrew RT Davies AM 
(Regional Assembly 
Member, 

South Wales Central) 



‘Prepare for even China*s stake in the 

more budget cuts’ UK nuclear industry 


1 FEEL disap¬ 
pointed that the 
Welsh 

Government has 
given our councils 
the worst settle¬ 
ment since devolu¬ 
tion. 

What is even worse 
for me is the fact that 
my council, the Vale, 
will be hit the hardest 
with a 4.5 per cent 
reduction in cash terms. 

This will mean that 
services will suffer and 
jobs will have to be cut. 
It could even mean that 
some authorities in 
Wales could go bust, due 
to this challenging budg¬ 
et. 

The Welsh 

Government claim that 
the budgets are to be 
allocated by levels of 
deprivation but although 
Barry is situated in a 


very affluent county, I 
think they have forgot¬ 
ten that the town has 
pockets of deprivation, 
such as in my Court 
Ward. 

This will see councils 
potentially having to 
close libraries and sports 
centres, slash pothole 
and other day-to-day 
maintenance, cut bus 
subsidies and switch off 
street lights between 
midnight and dawn. 

We, as councils, are 
expected to do far more 
for less and we are like¬ 
ly to face a £460m fund¬ 
ing shortfall by 2016. 

I for one will continue 
to fight for the most vul¬ 
nerable in our communi¬ 
ties, to try and protect 
them from these cuts. 
Coun Richard Bertin, 
Independent, Barry 


C HAIRMAN 
MAO 
famously 

said: “Power grows 
out of the barrel of a 
gun”...l 2 isi forward 
60 years and power 
now seems to flow 
westward from 
China - out of the 
barrel of cash. 

An instance is EDF 
Energy’s £14 billion 
Hinkley Point project in 
Somerset, soon to be 
visible to us all in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

The Chinese have 
pledged billions of 
pounds of investment to 
rescue Britain’s flagging 
reactor new-build pro¬ 
gramme, after the UK 
Government’s recent 
agreement with the 
state-owned China 
Guangdong Nuclear 


‘The transport cuts are 
unnecessarily severe’ 


L ast Friday, October 18, 
there was standing room 
only at St Peter’s 
Church in Rhoose, as resi¬ 
dents gathered to express their 
concerns to MP Alun Cairns, 
Andrew RT Davies AM, ward 
councillors Jeff James and me, 
regarding the reductions in 
bus services affecting the com¬ 
munity. 

Points were raised regarding the 
detrimental effect that poor transport 
links have on the ability of residents 
to attend hospital appointments, as 
well as the reduction in employment 
opportunities due to lack of bus trans¬ 
port. 

Many citizens voiced justified con¬ 
cerns in relation to these cuts in local 
services, as the Welsh Assembly 
Government has recently awarded a 
contract operating air-conditioned 
buses at 20-minute intervals from 
Cardiff Central to the airport, at a cost 
of £475K p/a. 


I live near the route of this service 
T9 and have used this service and 
have noticed that there are no passen¬ 
gers on these buses most of the time. 

Officially, these buses are not 
allowed to pick up passengers at the 
designated stops but are only allowed 
to drop off. 

I have previously voiced my con¬ 
cerns by letter to Edwina Hart (the 
Transport Minister for WAG) about 
this unsatisfactory state of affairs, 
with reference to this obvious waste 
of public money on the T9, whilst 
local services have been decimated. 

She responded by stating that the 
T9 service would be reviewed in 
January. This is not good enough. 

The meeting concluded that there 
was an overwhelming viewpoint that 
the transport cuts were unnecessarily 
severe and were causing undue hard¬ 
ship. 

Residents were informed that their 
concerns would be addressed. 

Philip Clarke, 

(councillor for Rhoose.) 


Power Company. 

The project in 
Somerset will see the 
construction of the UK’s 
first reactor in a genera¬ 
tion, producing six per 
cent of the UK’s power. 

In return, CGNP 
wants sites in the UK to 
use its own reactor 
design. 


So, if power does 
flow from the gun, 
nuclear power can be 
said to flow from a 
Chinese cheque book. 

Communists prop¬ 
ping up capitalism. The 
world really is topsy¬ 
turvy! 

Christopher Short, 
Barry 


Competition winner 
is announced! 



FOLLOWING a very successful competi¬ 
tion to win a top of the range Honda 
mower, Richard Couzens is happy to 
announce that the lucky winner was Mrs A 
Baxter from St Athan 

Richard said: “In addition, we also extended 
the popular cash-back offer of up to £100 off 
Honda mowers through August and September, 
which was unique to Richard Couzens and much 
appreciated by you, our customers. 

“As a further thank you to our customers, old 
and new, we are happy to announce that we have 
extended this offer until December. 

“We would like to thank customers for their 
support throughout the year, and hope we can be 
of assistance to you all in the future. ” 

'cash back'offer' 

I ,.xpxi I 

■ IQ ■ 

■ '- ^RkhirdCoiiim i 

I MACHINERY LTD, VALE BUSINESS PARK, LLANDOW | 

I Up to £100 cash back continued offer | 
I off Honda mowers. | 

I Exclusive to Richard Couzens only. | 
I Limited numbers, offer ends | 

I December 2013 | 

--■■ 
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A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 



KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 


ROSPA says: * Service and check 
your car for the cold months ahead* 


R OSPA - the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents - empha¬ 
sises that driving during the winter 
should involve proper preparation of your 
vehicle. 

A spokesman explained: “Driving in the winter is 
very different from other times of the year. 

“Adverse weather and longer periods of darkness, 
especially after the clocks go back at the end of 
October, makes driving more hazardous. 

“Sometimes conditions can be extreme, as we 
have found out over recent winters in particular. 


with prolonged periods of heavy snow and floods. 

“This means that we need to adapt the way we 
drive. Different weather conditions create different 
hazards throughout the winter and in different areas 
of the country at different times. 

“A single journey may take us into very different 
weather, road and traffic conditions, so we need to 
be prepared for each one.” 

He stressed: “It is a good idea to have your vehi¬ 
cle fully serviced before winter starts and have the 
anti-freeze tested.” 

What are the main things you need to have 
checked before the onset of adverse weather condi- 







■ IT 

u 



MOT.. £40 

MOT & Service. £99 

Minor Service. £99 

Major Service from. £185 

Front Brake Pads 

Replace from. £66 

Rear Brake Pads 

Replace from. £57 

Air Conditioning 

Service from. £55 

Valet, Tyre Pressure 
Check, Lights & Levels... £10 



O blackcircles.com 


Opening Hours: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 6pm; Saturday 9am - 1pm 


1 City Road, Cardiff, South Glamorgan. CF24 3BJ 
Tel/Fax: 029 2048 0829 lewismotors2004@btconnect.com 


tions? 

You should ensure that: 

Lights are clean and working. 

Battery is fully charged. 

Windscreen, wiper blades and other windows are 
clean and the washer bottle filled with screen wash 

Tyre condition is good, the tread depth and pres¬ 
sure meet legal requirements (and that includes the 
spare!). 

Brakes are working well. 

Fluids are kept topped up, especially windscreen 
wash (to the correct concentration to prevent it 
freezing), anti-freeze and oil. 

PREPARE YOUR JOURNEY 

The spokesman said that if a motorist was under¬ 
taking a long journey, being prepared was essential. 

“Listen to local or national weather broadcasts 
and travel bulletins - especially for the areas you 
will be driving through. 

“As conditions can change rapidly, check them 
regularly and be prepared to change your plans if 
conditions on your route worsen. 

“If conditions are very bad, and the emergency 
services are recommending that people don't travel, 
then avoid making your journey unless it is absolute¬ 
ly necessary. 

“Can you postpone your trip? Can you travel by 
other means, or avoid the need for the journey com¬ 
pletely by using the phone or email? 

“Of course, what's ‘essential’ to one person may 
not be to another; we each have to make our own 
decisions according to our circumstances. 

“But, try to be realistic about which journeys are 
essential and which ones could be postponed. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 23) 
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•Tyres 

• Exhausts 

• Brakes 

• Wheel Alignment Specialists 

• Motorcycle Tyres 

• Local Friendly Service 

• Free Safety Check 




STAFF DISCOUNTS 


AUTHORISED DEALER 


Tel 01446 743074 

COLLEGE ROAD, 
BARRY CF62 8BE 


ChipsAway 

Professional Quality repairs at a fraction of 
Dodyshop costs 

/Quick /Convenient /Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 



www.chipsaway.co.uk 


LLANDOW 

MOT 

CENTRE LTD 


MOTS 

from £29.99 

FREE Retest 


Class 4 & 7 MOT Testing 

Diagnostics 
Servicing 
Repairs aa 
: w®h!te Tyres 
wait Tracking “sr 

Unit 8A, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 771828 

3rd Right, 1st Left - we are 
straight ahead on the right 



FREE WINTER CHECK &TOP UP 

OUR VDfUP UlWICt IS AMAILMUi FStI TO AU IXmiNQ AW) NtW fCRVYCI CUfTOSIIfIS 


5 Woodham Rd, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.datsc.com 

Service & Repairs: 01446 327007 


o AnUFieeze j 
3 Check &Tg(xjp| 

5 _ J 


Lights 

Inspection 


Winter 
Screenwash 
Check &1bpup^ 
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A Glamorgan GEM Advertisement Feature 



KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONOmON! 


ENSURING YOUR CAR IS READY 
FOR THE WINTER ONSLAUGHT... 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22) 

If you decide you really must travel: 

• Let someone know where you are going 
and what time you hope to arrive, so that they can 
raise the alarm if you get into difficulties. 

• Plan alternative routes in case your main 
choice(s) becomes impassable. 

• Keep your fuel tank near to full to 
ensure that you do not run out. 

• Make sure you have a fully-charged 
mobile phone, so you can call for help or alert 
someone if you're delayed - it could be a long walk 
to a phone, if you don't have a mobile phone. 

• If you don’t have an emergency kit in 
your vehicle, at least take extra warm clothes, 
boots and a torch. Consider keeping a couple of 
long-life energy bars in the glove box. 

• Clear your windows and mirrors completely 
of snow and ice before you set off (make sure the 
heater is blowing warm air before setting off - it 


How to be a safer 
driver when the 
clocks go back 


M otorist 

S are being 
warned to 
take a “safety first” 
approach to driving 
this winter when 
the clocks go back 
on October 27. 

Research has shown 
that there are 11 per cent 
more car insurance 
claims made following 
the end of British 
Summer Time - with the 
days becoming shorter 
and the roads slippier. 

In 2011, the winter 
period accounted for 
more than 1,700 road 
casualties nationally. 

Terry Gibson, of the 
independent garage 
scheme Trust My 
Garage, said: “As it gets 
darker much earlier, 
motorists need to make 
sure that they remain 
safe on the roads. 

“October is a typical 
time for road accidents, 
which can often be 
avoided by taking extra 
care on the road and by 
motorists carrying out 
extra checks on their 
vehicles - especially 
their lights.” 

A recent survey by 
Trust My Garage found 
that 84 per cent of 
motorists fail to carry 


out basic checks on their 
vehicle - something 
which becomes increas¬ 
ingly more important at 
this time of year. 

Motorists who get 
used to driving their reg¬ 
ular routes in broad day¬ 
light can find it hard to 
adjust to suddenly doing 
the same journey in the 
dark. 

Mr Gibson added: 
“Drivers should ensure 
that their windows and 
lights are clean at all 
times to enable them to 
see what is happening 
around them. 

“A good rule of 
thumb is to turn on 
dipped headlights when¬ 
ever the windscreen 
wipers are on. 

“Being seen is as 
important as seeing. 

“Remember, it is an 
offence to let your reser¬ 
voir run out for your 
windscreen wasWs, so 
make sure this is always 
topped up, and have 
your tyres at the correct 
pressure so your stop¬ 
ping distance is not 
increased. 

“Regular servicing 
can help make sure your 
car is fit for darker and 
wetter conditions.” 


will keep your windscreen clear.) 

Prepare yourself 

The ROSPA spokesman said most people have 
little experience of driving in extreme conditions, 
such as snow, so the organisation advised people to 
take some time to consider how it affects their driv¬ 
ing. 

He urged: “Don’t just drive as normal. When 
was the last time you had any driver assessment or 
training? This is an ideal time for some refresher 
training. If your employer provides driver training, 
take advantage of it. 

“Or you can contact the RoSPA Advanced 
Drivers and Riders group in your area. To find out 
which is the nearest to you, go to www.roadar.org. 

“A lot of us will catch colds or other illnesses 
during the winter. 

“If you’re feeling so ill that your driving might 
be affected, don’t take the chance of driving.” 

DRIVING IN 
SNOW OR ICE 

If you find yourself driving in snow, or on icy or 
snow covered roads, ROSPA says you must adapt 
your driving to the conditions. 

The spokesman advised: “Reduce your speed. 
The chances of skidding are much greater and your 
stopping distance will increase massively. 

“Only travel at a speed at which you can stop 
within the distance you can see to be clear. 

“Speed limits are the maximum in ideal condi¬ 
tions; in difficult conditions, they can often be too 
fast. 

“Avoid harsh braking and acceleration, or sharp 
steering. 

“Always reduce your speed smoothly and in 
plenty of time on slippery surfaces. 

“Slow down in plenty of time before bends and 
corners. 

“Braking on an icy or snow-covered bend is 
extremely dangerous. The centrifugal force will 
continue to pull you outwards and the wheels will 
not grip very well. This could cause your vehicle to 
spin. 

“To brake on ice and snow without locking your 
wheels, get into a low gear earlier than normal, 
allow your speed to fall, and use your brakes gen¬ 
tly. 

“Increase the gap between you and the vehicle in 


Llantwit Valet 
& 

CAR WASH 

Open 8.30am - late, 7 days a week 

Unit 5, Heritage Business Park, 
Wick Road, CF61 I YU 

Telephone: 01446 793435 
Paul 07752 537959 


front. You may need up to TEN TIMES the normal 
distance for braking. 

“Keep your vehicle well-ventilated. The car 
heater turned up full can quickly make you drowsy. 

“In snow, stop frequently to clean the windows, 
wheel arches, lights and number plates. 

“Visibility will probably be reduced, so use 
dipped headlights. 

“During wintry weather, road surfaces are often 
wet and/or covered in frost and ice or snow. But 
this does not occur uniformly. 

“A road will often have isolated patches of frost 
or ice after most of the road has thawed - this com¬ 


monly occurs under bridges.” 

Getting stuck in snow is a motorist’s worst night¬ 
mare, so what should you do? 

The spoksman said: “If you get stuck in snow 
revving your engine to try to power out of the rut 
will just make the rut worse. 

“Instead, move your vehicle slowly backwards 
and forwards out of the rut using the highest gear 
you can. 

“If this doesn't work, you may have to ask a 
friendly passerby for a push or get your shovel out. 

(CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 24) 


OWENS 


Are pleased to announce 
that this year’s 2013 FREE 
i Christmas Raffle entry has 

MOTOR SERVICES now opened... 

Just pop into the office with an invoice for work carried 
out this year, 2013 (copies can be obtained). 

One entry per person, which has to be entered by 
yourselves to be in with a winning chance 
(Draw takes place on 
December 16, 

2013) 

Exemptions 
to raffle... 

All employees of Owens Motor Services 
and all other motor traders (conditions apply) 



1 St Prize 
2nd Prize 
3rd Prize 
4th Prize 
5th Prize 
6th Prize 


£150.00 + Free Class 4 MOT 
£100.00 + Free Class 4 MOT 
£75.00 + Free Class 4 MOT 

£50.00 + Free Class 4 MOT 


Free Class 4 MOT 
Free Interior Valet 


plus various 
other prizes 


BOOK NOW FOR YOUR 
FREE VEHICLE WINTER CHECK 


£10.00 Discount off MOT price 

when service & MOT booked together 

£10 offer closes Saturday 30th November 2013. Terms and conditions apply. 


Open from Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm; Saturday 8am -1pm 
Family run business since 1980 

01446 774870 

Building 18, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 
Email: owensmotorservices@ btconnect.com 


¥ 



WAN SPEC 
SERVICE 
from £95 


DIAGNOSTIC 
CODESCAN 
liWTi£25 


EGONOMiYi 


SERVICE 


ft5tir£60 
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KEEP YOUR CAR IN TIP TOP CONDITION! 


Hints to get 
your car in tip¬ 
top condition 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23 

The spokesman continued: “If you 
get caught in a snow drift, don’t leave 
your vehicle. Call your breakdown 
service or the emergency services and 
let help come to you.” 

RAIN 

Rain reduces a motorist’s ability to 
see and greatly increases the distance 
required to slow down and stop. 

The spokesman said: “Remember 
that you will need about twice your 
normal braking distance. 

“Use windscreen wipers, washers 
and dipped headlights; drive smooth¬ 
ly, and plan your moves in plenty of 
time 

The spokesman added: 
“Aquaplaning is caused by driving too 
fast into surface water. When the tyre 
tread cannot channel away enough 
water, the tyres lose contact with the 
road and your car will float on a 
wedge of water. 

“Aquaplaning can be avoided by 
reducing speed in wet conditions. 

“Having the correct tyre pressure 
and tyre tread depth will maximise 
your tyres’ ability to maintain their 
road grip. 

“If it happens, ease off the acceler¬ 
ator and brakes until your speed drops 


sufficiently for the car tyres to make 
contact with the road again. 

FLOODED ROADS 

How should you tackle roads where 
flooding has taken place? 

The top tips are: 

Avoid the deepest water - which is 
usually near the kerb. 

Don’t attempt to cross if the water 
seems too deep. 

If you are not sure of the wate’s 
depth, look for an alternative route. 

If you decide to risk it, drive slow¬ 
ly in first gear but keep the engine 
speed high by slipping the clutch - 
this will stop you from stalling. 

Be aware of the bow wave from 
approaching vehicles - operate an 
informal 'give way' with approaching 
vehicles. 

Remember to test your brakes when 
you are through the flood. 

FOG 

Avoid driving in fog, unless your 
journey is absolutely necessary. 

Fog is one of the most dangerous 
weather conditions. 

An accident involving one vehicle 
can quickly involve many others, 
especially if they are driving too close 
to one another. 


Wintry weather means it’s time 
to prepare for safe motoring... 


W HEN it 
comes to 
preparing 
for winter, the 
experts at the 
Automobile 
Association know 
what they are talk¬ 
ing about. 

So, any motorist 
would be well advised to 
take heed of their advice. 

Winter is the season 
requiring most care and 
preparation, if you’re to 
stay safe and avoid a 
breakdown. 

Here is the AA’s gen¬ 
eral advice for safe and 
trouble-free driving 
through the cold, dark 
months that lie ahead... 
Battery and 
electrics 

Lights, heaters and 
wipers put high demands 
on the car battery. 

If your driving is 
mainly dark, rush-hour 
trips, the battery will 
give out eventually. 

Batteries rarely last 
longer than five years. 
Replacing one near the 
end of its life can save a 
lot of time and incon¬ 


venience at the side of 
the road. 

• Avoid running elec¬ 
trical systems any longer 
than necessary - turn the 
heater fan down and 
switch the heated rear 
window off once win¬ 
dows are clear. 

• If the car stands idle 
for most of the weekend, 
a regular overnight trick¬ 
le charge is a good idea 
to give the battery a 
chance to revive. 

• Turn off non-essen¬ 
tial electrical loads like 
lights, rear screen heater 
and wipers before trying 
to start the engine. 

• Use the starter in 
short five-second bursts 
if the engine doesn’t 
start quickly, leaving 30 
seconds between 
attempts to allow the 
battery to recover. 

Protect your 
engine 

A continuous squeal¬ 
ing noise as soon as the 
engine is started is a sign 
the water pump is frozen 
- it’s the fan belt slip¬ 
ping on the pulley. 

The cylinder block 
could be frozen, too. 

Stop the engine immedi¬ 


ately and allow it to 
thaw out. 

This may take several 
days, unless the car can 
be moved to a heated 
garage. 

If the car begins to 
overheat a few miles 
from home, it’s likely 
that the radiator has 
frozen, preventing 
coolant from circulating. 

Stop straightaway, to 
avoid serious damage 
and allow the radiator to 
thaw. 

• Antifreeze costs 
only a few pounds, but a 
frozen and cracked 
engine block will cost 
hundreds of pounds to 
repair. 

• Most modern cars 
use long-life antifreeze - 
it’s important to use the 
right type and avoid 
mixing different types. 
Check the handbook or 
ask a dealer for advice. 

• Glycol-based 
antifreeze should be 
changed at least every 
two years. 

• You need a 50-50 
mix of antifreeze and 
water in the cooling sys¬ 
tem for winter. This 
gives maximum protec¬ 


tion down to -34'^ centi¬ 
grade, and without it, 
severe engine damage 
costing hundreds of 
pounds can occur. 

Clear line 
of sight 

Keep the windscreen 
and other windows clear 
- if your vision is 
obscured through dirt, 
snow or even sticker- 
infested car windows, 
you could face a hefty 
fine. 


roof as well as from 
windows, as this can fall 
onto the windscreen 
obscuring your view. It 
can be a hazard to other 
road users as well. 

Dazzle from a low 
winter sun can be a par¬ 
ticular problem. 

• Improve vision by 
making sure that the 
windscreen is clean both 
inside and out. 

Scratches, abrasion and 
chips on the outside can 
also worsen the dazzling 
effect of the sun. 


Clear snow from the 




TYRE UNIT 


johnmains68@live.com 


Barry Tyre & 
Auto Centre Ltd 

Don’t get caught out this winter! 

Why should I fit winter tyres? 

More than half of UK motorists admit feeling less safe driving in the winter, 
yet many of us do little to prepare our cars for the colder weather. Research 
commissioned by TyreSafe, the UK’s leading tyre safety organisation, found 
the biggest worry for drivers in the winter is that they are more likely to have 
an accident as the roads feel more slippery. 



SPECIAL 

OFFER 


Switching to winter tyres could dramatically increase your safety over the 
entire winter period and could even save you money. They’re constructed to 
give you a much better grip, reducing your stopping distances on wet or icy 
roads. And because they are specially designed to operate in 
temperatures below 7°C, their wear rate is significantly better than normal 
‘summer’ tyres in the colder winter months! 


Last year, drivers struggled without winter tyres 

• 54% of drivers said they felt less safe when driving in the winter. 

• 45% of drivers said their biggest fear about driving in the winer was that 
they were more likely to have an accident as the roads felt more slippery.^ 

• 1 in 3 drivers skidded on Britain’s roads. 

• 15% were involved in, or witnessed, an accident. 

• 12% only narrowly avoided a collision. 

• 1 in 6 drivers had to abandon their journey. 

Let’s put a stop to accidents this winter 




FREE 

WINTER 

TYRE 


These stopping distances prove you’re less likely to get 
in a scrape if you switch to winter tyres. 


BRAKING ON ICY 
ROADS FROM 20mph 
(32km/h)TO REST 

BRAKING ON SNOWY 
ROADS FROM 30mph 
(48km/h)TO REST 

LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY 

01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY 

01446 745888 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
FROM ONLY £650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WAIFS' 
IfADING DOOR 
MANUFACTURER AND 
GARAGE DOOR SPECIAUST 

Contact us today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 

WWW.ACTIONDOORS.COM 
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Llantwit pupils enjoy 
an activity weekend 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
Comprehensive 
School’s year 9 netball 
squad enjoyed a week¬ 
end of netball and out¬ 
door activities at the 
JCA camp in 
Shrewsbury recently. 

On the Friday evening 
after supper they had a 
wide choice of activities 
to choose from. The 
camp fire, laser room and 
caving were popular. 

On the Saturday they 
had a morning of more 
outdoor activities which 
included a ropes course, 
climbing wall, abseiling, 
zorbing and archery. 

The afternoon saw the 
start of the netball tour¬ 
nament, the A Team eas¬ 
ily won their first game 
and the B team only lost 
by three goals. The girls 
were starting to feel con¬ 


fident when disaster 
struck. 

In the second game, 
Rachel Reilly injured her 
shoulder which resulted 
in a visit to A&E, fol¬ 
lowed closely by 
Bethany Barrell, who 
fractured her wrist. 

With two pupils out of 
the squad it meant that all 
the girls had to pull 
together and play wher¬ 
ever needed. They did 
this admirably and all 
supported each other. 
One team went on to win 
the plate tournament but 
it was definitely the 
whole squad that were 
the winners. 

All the girls thorough¬ 
ly enjoyed the weekend 
and I am sure they will be 
keen to go again next 
year. SL 


Local boxers 
in action 

LLANTWIT MAJOR boxer Nicky 
Coxwas in action recently at Ely RAFA 
Club, where his opponent was Wayne 
Dunscome of Highfields ABC. 

Nicky, in only his second contest, got off to a fast 
start; after Dunscome came at him with a full blood¬ 
ed attack he replied with straight left right combina¬ 
tions resulting with the Ely boxer recieving a stand¬ 
ing eight count. 

The second round saw very much the same pat¬ 
tern and eventually the referee stopping the bout, 
handing the Llantwit boxer victory. 

Also on the same bill was schoolboy boxer 
Nattawut Snowden, who boxed Tyler Meglio of 
Alway ABC, Newport. 

The taller Llantwit lad won the first two rounds on 
all three judges’ scorecards. In the third, and last, 
round, Nattawut allowed the Newport lad to come in 
close and score with shots of his own, losing that 
round but winning the bout on points to earn him his 
first victory. MD 


Penalty drama for under-14s 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
under-14s were in action in 
the cup on Saturday and 
what a rollercoaster ride 
they provided for their 
fans! 

After last week’s first loss of 
the season the squad was shuffled 
and players started in some new 
positions. Maybe this contributed 
to a stuttering start, but whatever 
the reasons Llantwit found them 
selves 3-0 down at halftime main¬ 
ly due to a lack of physicality 
through the middle with the 
defence in particular struggling to 
cope with a very direct and physi¬ 
cal Wenvoe team. 

The scoreline could have been 
worse if not for some outstanding 
goalkeeping from Joe Baker 
including one save from a freekick 
that drew gasps and applause from 
both sets of supporters. 


There were changes at halftime 
and a reminder to the team of the 
challenge that lay ahead if they 
were to reach the semifinal had the 
desired effect and Llantwit domi¬ 
nated the second half with Liam 
Butcher pulling all the strings in 
centre midfield to first set up 
Morgan Gore to lob the keeper 
and then Angus Mitchell to finish 
in emphatic style to make the 
score 3-2. 

Llantwit continued to push and 
were rewarded when a Llantwit 
comer was cleared to the edge of 
the box and Declan Ellis stepped 
forward to smash an equaliser into 
the comer of the net from 20 
yards. 

Early in extra time Llantwit 
took the lead when Liam Butcher 
put Lloyd Richards through on 
goal and he stmck a fine shot into 
the far comer. Llantwit looked to 
be holding on for the win, howev¬ 


er the referee adjudged there to 
have been a handball by a Llantwit 
player in a melee in the last minute 
of the game and awarded a penal¬ 
ty which was expertly dispatched. 

Both teams shook hands and 
prepared themselves for the 
nerves of the penalty shoot out. 
Llantwit scored their first three 
and keeper Joe Baker saved one 
from Wenvoe to put them in con¬ 
trol. 

However, Llantwit then missed 
their next 3 and Wenvoe had a 
penalty to win it - fortunately for 
Llantwit, Joe pulled off another 
top class save to keep them in the 
game, with Laurence Bowman 
scoring next for Llantwit and the 
unfortunate Wenvoe player strik¬ 
ing the bar to send the Llantwit 
supporters and players into wild 
celebrations. MB 



Tynewydd Road, Barry 
£119,950 



MID TERRACED TRADITIONAL SPACIOUS 
LIVING • BAY FRONTED • FOUR BEDROOMS 
THREE REC. ROOMS ‘TOWN CENTRE 
LOCATION • NO CHAIN • EPC - C 


Court Road, Barry £99,950 



I 


NOTICE OF OFFER 

NINA ESTATE AGENTS ARE NOW IN RECEIPT 
OF AN OFFER FOR THE SUM OF £99,950 FOR 
93 COURT ROAD, BARRY CF63 IET. 
ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE AN OFFER ON 
THIS PROPERTY SHOULD CONTACT NINA 
ESTATE AGENTS, I BROAD STREET, BARRY, 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF62 7AA (01446) 
736888 BEFORE EXCHANGE OF CONTRACTS. 


I Broad Street, 
Barry CF62 7AA 


www.nomesonview.co.uk 


Did you know you can 
find The GEM on Twitter? 
Follow us @gem news 



ANTHONY BROWN LTD. 

ESTATE AGENTS & SURVEYORS, LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 

A personal service - whether you’re buying or selling NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

Tel: 01446 792723 Fax 01446 793267 




LLANTWIT 
MAJOR- 
£127,500 

Modern two bedroom end of link 
house comprising Hallway, Lounge, 
fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room, 
Modern Bathroom. Gas central 
heating. Double glazed windows. 
Driveway with parking and good 
size gardens. Freehold Ref 692D 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

-£ 110,000 

Well presented modern three bed¬ 
room mid link house comprising 
Reception Hall, Lounge, Modern fit¬ 
ted Kitchen/Breakfast room, Modern 
« Bathroom. UPVC double glazed win- 
I dows and doors. Gas central heating. 
Open plan garden to front and 
enclosed rear garden with outhouse. 
Ref 73 ID. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
-£129,500 

Modern two bedroom link house 
with separate Garage comprising 
Hallway, Fitted Kitchen, Lounge with 
patio doors to rear, Modern 
Bath/Shower room. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. Open plan garden to 
front and enclosed rear garden. No 
chain. Ref 734D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £275,000 



Well maintained three bedroom 
detached house built circa 1830 sit¬ 
uated on the Beach Road. Hallway, 
Dining Room, Sitting Room, Front 
Lounge (former hair salon), Fitted 
Kitchen/Breakfast room, Modern 
Bathroom. UPVC double glazed 
windows and doors. Gas central 
heating. Outbuilding to rear. Paved 
courtyard and parking.Viewing rec¬ 
ommended. Ref 707D 


ST ATHAN VILLAGE - £120,000 



Modern three bedroom 
- semi-detached house with 
lean-to Conservatory to the 
rear comprising Hallway, 
Lounge/Dining area, Fitted 
Kitchen/Breakfast room. Side 
porch/Utility room. Modern 
Bathroom. Double glazed 
windows. Driveway and 
parking to front and garden 
to the rear. Ref 730D. 



SIGINGSTONE - £295,000 

I Individually designed detached four 
bedroom bungalow and integral 
garage comprising Hallway, Living 
Room, Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen/Breakfast Room, Utility 
Room, Family Bathroom, Dressing 
Room/Bathroom to master bed¬ 
room. Conservatory. UPVC dou¬ 
ble glazed windows. Oil central 
heating. Gardens and rural aspect 
j to front and rear Ref 732D 

LLANTWIT MAJOR - £170,000 

] Well maintained two bedroom 
semi-detached bungalow and 
garage with conservatory to 
the rear situated in a sought 
after area comprising Porch, 
Hall, Lounge/Dining Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Modern 
Bathroom. UPVC double glazed 
windows and doors. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating Driveway and south 
I facing rear garden Ref 735D 


ST ATHAN VILLAGE - £100,000 



Three bedroom semi¬ 
detached house with drive¬ 
way and parking compris¬ 
ing Hallway, Lounge/Diner, 
Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room, Modern Bathroom. 
UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows. Gas fired central 
heating. Garden to front 
and rear and outbuilding. 
Ref 733D 



LLANTWIT MAJOR - £495,000 



Individually designed detached 
house and double garage situated 
off the Beach Road in a sought 
after area comprising four bed¬ 
rooms, lounge, dining room, fitted 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility 
room, En-suite to master bed¬ 
room, family bathroom. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. UPVC double glazed 
windows. Parking and turning 
area. Good size established gar¬ 
den. Ref 736D 


"CELEBRATING 40 YEARS" 1973-2013 
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67 High Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AF 
E: sales@brmsonsfairfax.co.uk 
www.brinsons.co.uk 

T:0I446 771777 



Court Drive, Llansannor £595,000 

Spacious four bedroom detached family home in 
grounds of approx. 0.6 acres a short drive from the 
amenities of Cowbridge. EPC Rating D 


BRINSONS 


FAIRFAX 


Chartered Surveyors, Estate Agents & Auctioneers 


ENTRIES NOW INVITED FOR OUR 
AUTUMN PROPERTY AUCTION ON 
27th NOVEMBER 2013 

RESIDENTIAL, 
COMMERCIAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL 

Call us for an auction appraisal or to 
register to receive an Auction Catalogue 
on 01446 771777. 



Pen mark £435,000 

Four double bedroom detached 
family home in the sought after 
village of Penmark.Viewing 
recommended .EPC Rating D 



Llangan £489,950 

Impressive four/five bedroom 
home in sought after village a 
short distance from Cowbridge. 
EPC Rating D 



Llanwonno £330,000 

Charming three bedroom barn 
conversion in 6.5 acres with far 
reaching views of the valley. 

EPC Rating F 




Properties 
required in 
Cowbridge & 
Llantwit Major for 
registered buyers. 

Call us now for your 
free no obligation 
Market Appraisal. 


www.brinsons.co.uk 


Offices also at: Eastgate, Market Street, Caerphilly CF83 I NX.Tel: 029 2086 7711 


RICS 


St Nicholas £595,000 

Four bedroom house set within a 
generous plot with outline 
planning pending for additional 
detached dwelling. EPC Rating E 


Llanharry £450,000 

Character four bedroom home 
in grounds of just under an acre 
in the popular village of 
Llanharry. EPC Rating E 
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Sea View Place, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 70' Rear Garden 
Garage 


£145,000 


St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£189,950 


Hazel Bungalow, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Detached Bungalow 
Suit Cash Buyer 


£150,000 



Flemingston Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
No Stamp Duty 
No Chain 


£75,950 E64 


Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Requires Updating 


£83,950 


Warlow Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Well Presented Family Home 
No Onward Chain 


£139,950 


Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, South Westerly Rear, 
Loft Room With Views 


£153,950 



llltyd Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£155,950 C72 


Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 

No Onward Chain 
View Today 


£157,500 


Wimbourne Close, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, No Onward Chain 
Low Maintenance Garden 


£159,950 


Boverton Road, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 68' Rear Garden 
Requires Updating 


£159,950 



Barons Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bed Semi-Det 
Superb Town Location 
Generous Plot 


£164,950 E47 


Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms, Lounge/Diner 
Conservatory 


£169,950 


Church Meadow, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Extended 
Conservatory 


£169,950 


Brookside, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, Generous Plot 
Good Potential 


Guide Price £170,000 E50 



A short level walk to Cowbridge High Street 

from this modern semi-detached family property. Briefly 
the property comprises entrance hall, well proportioned 
sitting room, separate dining room, fitted kitchen with 
replacement units, three bedrooms and a modern 2012 
BATHROOM Outside is a garden to the front with a 
driveway and an enclosed southerly garden to the rear. 
The property enjoys UPVC windows and French doors 
as well as gas central heating. Great for children with the 
near-by park. 

£215,000 Freehold 

To view call Matthew on 01446 791961 
or 07847 888740 



Hayes Cottage, Methodist 
Lane, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms, West End Location 
Off Road Parking 


£219,950 


Tennyson Way, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, 4 Receptions 
Open Outlook Onto Fields 


£249,950 



Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major 

4 Beds, 3 Recp, 

Ensuite, Utilty, 

50' Garden 


£249,950 


Coihugh Street, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Garage 

20' Kitchen/Diner 


£365,000 


Chris Davies 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-clavies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Fonmon Park Road, Rhoose 

C73 - £550 pern 

Two Bedroom, Oven & Hob, 

Rear Garden 

Ash Lane, St Athan 

F38 - £525 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Kitchen 

Diner,Large Garden 

Gerddi Margaret, Barry 

B81 - £525 pem 

First Floor Apartment, 

Two Bedrooms, Shower 
Magpie Road, St Athan 
E52 - £525 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Modern Kitchen 
Diner, Driveway for Several 
Vehicles 

Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 
£550 pem 

Two Double Bedrooms, 

Kitchen with Appliances, Shower 
Barry Road, Barry 
F33 - £575 pem 

Three Bedrooms, Large Kitchen, 
Gas CH & Upvc DG 
Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 
C73 - £575 pem 

Two Bedrooms, Semi Detached, 
Garage 

Kenson Close, Rhoose 
D71 - £600 pem 
Two Double Bedrooms, 
Conservatory, 

Front and Rear Gardens 
Kenilworth Road, Barry 
D60 - £650 pem 
Three Bedrooms, 

Large Kitchen Diner, Utility Area 
Maes Slowes Leys, Rhoose 
C78 - £650 pem 
Three Bedrooms, En Suite, 
Kitchen Diner 
Woodlands Road, Barry 
D61 - £750 pem 
Four Bedrooms, 

Two Reception Rooms, 
Refurbished 

Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 
C72 - £795 pem 
Beautiful Presented, 

Three Bedrooms, Conservatory 

Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


ATTENTION 

LANDLORDS 

Discounted 
management fees 
for more than 
one property 

(new instructions only) \ 


OfT 


T rightmove. 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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Is Your llertal Installer^? 


A«r^i 


ONE VISION ARE1 


831 


Call Paul yniniams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


wivw.onevisionltd.co.uk 


nc/egUjMHBnjsi VALE DIGITAL 



ital 

'Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired/ ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 


DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

LL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS JUV 





CARPETAJPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 
_ Plus... _ 


Stain & Odour Removal 

FREE 

with carpet clean 


BmaQiiiaDDg) ®©Gwa©©a 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est.1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


(^eart^Qty'\ 

Ketas^ 

Registered ’ 

SWEEPING & 
INSTALLATIONS 

Efficient, reiiabie, no mess, 
insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


;oogle me 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


\ 


^BLIND SALEH^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly^ 

CF83 IBQ • vwvw.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofinga:o.uk 


Biiaaa(iiamg) ©©craa©©^ 





Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


<r9 


BUILDING SERVICES 



I Electrical and plumbing work underaken by gas 
safe and NIC accredited personnel. 

I Full design and planning service. 

I Free estimates given. 

I Roofing and plastering work. 

I All general building work considered. 

I House extensions a speciality. 

Tel. 07973 469382 

SERVING THE VALE 




BUILDTECH 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
New Build etc 


VALE 


• ALL GENERAL 
BUILDING WORK 

• ROOFING 

• BRICKWORK 

• DRIVEWAYS 
01446 488698 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 



GRABit 


Loads from 
£150+VAT. 
Stone & 
Aggregate 
deliveries. 

^01446 700535 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


G&J 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 


Gary Richards 

07815 730480 
01443 776616 

New Build, Extensions 
Renovations. All aspects 
of building work. 

2 Seaview, Heol-Y-Cyw, 
Bridgend CF35 6NL. 


Richard 

Malia 

Carpenter-Joiner 

All aspects of Property 
Maintenance undertaken 

07531 370659 


Does your business 
need a boost? 

Why not use 

to promote your company. 

Call 01446 774484 
for prices and information. 


Menzies 
Carpenhy Services 

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
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The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


• Real s 


Real priees • Real value 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www.thecarpetservice.net 



□ 


VfiLE CARPETS 

co*Pted^ to- tfou- 


Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Specialist 

Est 1981 

Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

Fora „ Internal 

& Externa! 
Quote... Painting, 

Decorating. 
Coving. 

A Fully qualified. 

*01446 795520 
07891 768151 / ^ 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 






The <>Kivl 

01446 

774484 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


ww.cowbridge-it.co.uk 


Cowbridge &Jale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 



MG 


WINDOWS 




II 


Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

Call Martyn on: 

N > 01446 796795 

or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
eomplete repair 
serviee available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 


07877 558525 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPIIANCE CENTRE 

01446 700206/730884 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers issso- 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 




GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



l.l:]^J‘ll:H 




Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 



Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

I?**"* 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
I I P Combination Boiler Specialist 
P" Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 3016I6 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


MUndow Tec UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


VC'Plumbing 


NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

. 0t44A 411971 

5AX< « Orff m 8499 




^l^(^(^[jf‘£iQOGQg] Llewellyn Garden Servjces 


Dadi^ Decorating 
& Design 


Femaile run business 
Interior Decorating 
Sendee 


Phone me quickly on 
07754 809090 if you want your 
decorating done before Christmas 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliablel 

01446 796263 
07814 394378J 

M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation * 
Service • Tiling i 

07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 

JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
V’T B & Tiling 


01446 

794266 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


i'©[|©[f)[lLi®m(| 
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ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
Tieatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 




TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

I City & Guilds 
Certified 
25 years experience 
Free Estimates 
Quaiity Guaranteed 
07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 ■ 


STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


' Interior/Exterior 
' Clean, Friendly 
' Professional 
' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell @ live.co.uk 


The GEM 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bmoa 

Vai£ 

Tree SERtncES 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
■ FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
Est. over 25 years 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

LOW hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 
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CS Boxall Ltd. require 

P/T OFFICE CLERK 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 





Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help 
distribute this newspaper to loeal homes, onee a week: 

• Teenagers (aged 13 years and over) 

• Active Senior Citizens 
• Housewives - Students - Shift Workers 

Please ring: 01202 670999 

email recruiting @ thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in your area, your 

details will be placed on our waitim list until a 

suitable opportunity occurs 

You know it makes sense! 





JONES 

Marion 


Peacefully on October 17, aged 85 years, Marion of 
Rhoose, beloved wife of the late Denzil Edward 
(formely of Onslow Terrace, Brynmenyn), dearly 
loved mother of Meryl and Judith, mother-in-law 
of Royden, much loved grandmother of Nicholas 
and Kathryn and their partners Kath and Paul, 
great-grandmother of Joe, Sophia and Jess. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Wednesday October 30, service 
and cremation 2.15pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Alzheimers Disease Society do J James, 11 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 
Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics. Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


6S3U04 or 079^ 75569g 
www.sofaicon.co.uk 


Clare, Leon 
& Lily-Ann 

on the birth of 

Joshua & Jacob 

your mo beautiful little boys 
19.10.13 


Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


O 

01446 

774484 



Lots of love from 
all your family, 
friends & all 
at the 

Farmers Arms 
(Aherthin) xxx 

rtf; 3 


GWILLIAM 

Richard John Vernon 

Suddenly, on October 16 at his home in 
Rhoose, John aged 97 years (John the Milk), 
beloved husband of Mary, dearly loved 
father of Susan, Christopher and Jane, much 
loved grandfather of Max. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday October 28, 
service and cremation 12 noon at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. No flowers by 
request, donations in lieu, if desired, to The Royal 
British Legion c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 
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Driving School Ltd 

—. • Lessons from £10.99 • Instmctor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 
4isi_ • Automatic Vehicles now available 

^ 0800 0280 406 

■miM _ www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


CONGRATULMONS 

CLARE AND LEON 

on the birth of your 
beautiful twin boys 
on 19 October 2013. 

Love & best wishes from 
all your friends at the GEM 


JASPER 

Phyllis Joan 

Peaceftilly on Monday, 21st October, Phyllis, much 
loved wife of the late Gleoi^e, loving mother of David, 
adored grandmother and great grandmother. Will be 
sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Funeral Service and interment at St Dochdwy Church, 
Llandough, Cowbridge on Monday, 28th October 2013 
at 11am. Flowers may be sent to Thomas Brothers, 
Greengate, Ewenny Road, St Brides Major, CF32 OSB. 


WESTCOTT 

Ken 

Peacefully on October 19th, Ken, much loved 
husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather. 
Will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Funeral Service at Llanblethian Church on Tuesday, 
October 29th at 12.15pm followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium. Flowers may be sent to 
Thomas Brothers, Greengate, Ewenny Road, St Brides 
Major, CF32 OSB. 




SBS SALVAGE LTD 



Barry’s newest car 
dismantling mcility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
&Vale of Glamorgan Council 


Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT yiures / Unta>Qed or scrapped vehicle 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 



CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 

01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


agfjftl minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 

All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem _ 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

iMi 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


VEHICLE 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20 Awn'S?? 

We will beat any price iocaiiyEJ^QQ for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aiuminium, 
Stainiess Steei, Househoid Wire, 
Armour Cabie, etc. 




ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Cali US today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


NEW & USED TYRES 
fitted at competitive rates 



SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no probiem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 



HANCOCK 

Glenville (Rella) 

The family would like to thank relatives and 
friends for all their kind messages of 
eondolenee, flowers and attendance at Rella's 
funeral. We would also like to thank the 
Boverton Castle for their hospitality. 

Also, thanks to John James Funeral Directors 
for their support, and to Joy who conducted the 
service at St Illtyd's Church. 


BRUTEN 

Paul 


Suddenly, on October 17 at bis borne in Llantwit 
Major, Paul, loving father of Taylor and Megan, 
beloved son of Eileen and Brian, much loved 
brother of Mark and the late Stephen. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday, November 1, 
Service and Cremation 2.45pm at Coychurch 
Crematorium, Bridgend. No flowers by request, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to Macmillan Nurses c/o 
J. James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 




W A Brown Son 


FunatAl Difttctorb 


Pemtirok* Hon##. 

Cong* A 

0144fim4a9 


'WH.PI^E^&S^ 

INDEPENDENT 
EUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Happy Birthday 

; EILZEN J 

^-ennett/ 

on 25th October 

^ Love & Best 
Wishes from all 
your friends at 
The GEM 



Happy 70th Birttiday Dad 
^ Glyn 
Pritchard 

V on October 29th J 

^ All our love ^ ^ 

Angharad, Phil 
& Starley xxx 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




BARRY 


2 Bedroom House 

Bonds & references. 

£575 ono (pcm) 
Tel: 07805 364518 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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Multiyork Suite 
3 seater settee 
plus two chairs 

Classic style with high 
back, duck feather 
cushions and valance. 
Cream/beige (neutral 
colour). Removable cov¬ 
ers. Good condition. 
£199 

01446 412184,3,4. 


Gas Fire 

Matchless Heat 
Machine. Glass front with 
brass fire set/trim and 
coals. Excellent condi¬ 
tion, complete with man¬ 
ual and user instructions. 
Buyer to collect £50 ono 
Tel 01446 772 905^ 


Brand new 
(Bought Sept 2013) 

Epson Printer 
XOP 405 

with scanner, photo print¬ 
ing, 4 cartridges, USB 
cable. Poor eyesight rea¬ 
son for sale. 

£50 

01446 711793 

(any time) 43 / 4 , 


HulstaTop 
Point 4000 
Mattress 

Size 200 X 90. 
High Quality. Under 3 
years. Buyer to collect. 

£150 ono 
01446 760726 


Ducal pine furniture 
coffee table - £20 
TV/video cabinet - 
£30 

Dining room table, 4 
chairs & 2 carvers - 
£100 

Welsh display 
dresser - £200 
Nest of tables - £30 
Stereo unit - £30 
Telephone unit - £30 
Extremely good condition 
07710 643697 
01446 751488 

(After 4pm) 43/44 


3ft metal frame 

folding bed 

with mattress, tabletop 
when folded. Used twice. 
Cost £100 

sell for £50 

01446 751118 

(Buyer collects) 


Pine table, 

4 chairs, match¬ 
ing sideboard & 
TV display unit 

Buyer must collect 

£200 ono 
01446 773702 


2 Seater 
Sofa 

Cream & fawn 
pattern, VGC. 

Bargain - £70 

01446 622210 

(after 6 pm) 
(Buyer to collect) , 3,4 


Zanussi Jet System 
Turbo Dry 1200 Washing 
machine/dryer, extra 
capacity - £150 ono. 
Under counter freezer, 
as new - £75 ono. 
Three arm rotary 
washing iine, 
brand new - £30 ono. 
Buyer collects 
01446 796274 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk )] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Freshwater & 
Seawater Tackle 
For Sale 

All monies to 
Macmillan Cancer 
Nurses. 

Tel 01446 79387g^3 


Lovely 
collection of 
Paintings, 
Frames, Mirrors 
and other 
quality curios. 
Tel 01446 796329 


Acer 

Computer 

With Epson printer 
(inci inks), keyboard and 
15 inch monitor. Including 
mouse and cables. 

£250 

Bargain (Unused) 
Tel 01656 662473 


OakTV Unit& 
2 Oak Lamp 
tables 

£180 ono 
01656 750653 


Jaguar X Type 
2 Litre Diesel 

50k Service History, tax’d 
& mot’d to 2014. Alarmed. 
CD. Alloys. Excellent 
Condition. 

£5,199 ovno 
07873 754282.,., 


53 Plate Vauxhall 

Corsa 1.2 sxi 

Black, MOT, 100k miles, 
VGC, refurbished alloys 
(Mechanic owned). 

£1,350 

07834 987617 
01446 772497 


01 LDV Convoy 
400 Diesel Van 

Semi High-Top, has been 
used as a camper. 55k, 
MOT May 2014, 
exceptionally clean, 
tow bar. 

£1,350 

07530 200746 


CLH Trailer 

8 x 5ft twin axle, braked, 
fully galvanised, including 
loading ramps. Upgraded 
LED electrics and lights. 
Excellent condition. 

£1,500 

01446 772139 


Vauxhall Corsa 
Energy 16v 

1 lady owner, 
excellent condition, 
60k approx, CD, e/w, 
a/c, alloy wheels, 
MOTd to 2014, taxed. 

£2,000 

02920 707901 


SUZUKI 
MOPED 
FZ50 1986 

Tax/MOT, 
3,973 miles, VGC. 

£385 

01656 646925 


52 VW 
Passat 2.0 

89k, pale blue 
metallic, 12 month 
MOT, CD, E/W. 

£1,300 

07990 823541 


Advertise 
your car 
for sale 

£20 + vat 
for 2 weelcs 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buiidings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Pianning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblvau a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00966/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Demolition of Church Cottage and development of 2 
No. 3 bed houses and 1 No. 4 bed house 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

Church Cottage, Aberthin Lane, Aberthin 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Affecting the Aberthin Conservation Area 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00968/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

The removal of the first floor and roof with the erec¬ 
tion of a replacement floor, roof including ground floor 
alterations. 

Locationi/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 

12A, Plymouth Road, Penarth 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Affecting the Penarth Conservation Area 

Listed Buiidina Consent/ Caniatad Adeiiad Rhestredia 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00942/LBC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Replace failing concrete render, maintaining original 
appearance of property. Apply exterior grade paint in 
a shade of white in keeping (retrospective). New front 
gate and metal archway, plus pebbled area to replace 
front lawn. 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

5, PwlI Y Myn Crescent, Peterston Super Ely 

Adeiiad Rhestredig 

Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00967/LBC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Replacement of single glazed panes with double 
glazed sealed units within existing wooden frames 

Locationi/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

Manor Cottage, St. Hilary 

Adeiiad Rhestredig 

Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00972/LBC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Construction of a spiral cellar under dining room in 
the ground floor of a Grade ii Listed building 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

22, Victoria Road, Penarth 

Adeiiad Rhestredig 

Grade II 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 24 October, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


Masquerade ball raises £550 
for two children’s charities 




Laura Anton. 


ABOVE: Fred 
Castelbranco, Sihan 
Jin, Sasiya Supprakit 
and Eric Chia. 


COTTRELL Park Golf Resort has success¬ 
fully hosted a Venetian masquerade ball in 
aid of two children’s charities. 

On Friday, September 27, over £550 was raised 
for ‘When you Wish Upon a Star’ and The Cardiff 
Special Care Baby Association in the venue’s luxury 
marquee facility - which saw 141 guests enjoy a 
three-course meal and after-dinner entertainment by 
The Deloreons. 

To donate to either charity, visit www.wheny- 
ouwishuponastar.org.uk or call 029 2040 4190. 


Sully bridge 
club results 


RESULTS from 
Sully bridge club, 
Monday, October 
14: 

North/South - 1st 

Peter Millar/Mark 
Roderick 68.08; 

2nd Mary 
Blackwell/Peter 
Blackwell 62.81; 3rd 
Pat Evans/Jane Greatrex 
61.28. 

East/West: - 1st 
Anne Johns/John 
Pikoulis 64.67; 
2nd Betty Thorne/Sheila 
Griffiths 60.45; 3rd Bill 
Leyburn/Lynne Leyburn 
59.15. 

OCTOBER 16: 
North/South - 1st Ev 

Kerslake/Vemon Pearne 
62.50; 2nd Hilary 


Pickard/Margaret Taylor 
59.28; 3rd Pat 
Evans/Roger Cradick 
57.77. 

East/West - 1st Lona 
Thomas/Joy Secular 
61.74; 2nd Wendy 
Stott/Frank Stott 
60.04; 3rd Bunty 
Wiseman/Anne Johns 
59.28. EK 


GOODS 

VEHICLE 

OPERATOR’S 

LICENCE 

Viggars Bros Ltd of 
LIys-Y-Coed, 
Llanboidy, Whitland, 
Carmarthenshire 
SA34 GET is applying 
to change an existing 
licence as follows: 

To add an operating 
centre to keep 2 goods 
vehicles and 3 trailers 
at 52/53 Village Farm 
Road, Village Farm 
Industrial Estate, Pyle, 
Bridgend CF33 6BN. 
Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


Local 

players 

make 

progress 

TALENTED ama¬ 
teur footballers from 
the area have been 
shortlisted in a 
nationwide competi¬ 
tion to win a profes¬ 
sional playing con¬ 
tract with a Football 
League club. 

Progressing from the 
area are defender Ryan 
Batley, aged 21 from 
Bridgend, midfielder 
Anthony Gent, aged 20 
from Barry, and winger 
Roberto Freitas, aged 20 
amongst others. 

For the first time 
since Win A Pro 
Contract was launched 
in 2010, there are now 
three professional con¬ 
tracts on offer as 
Wycombe Wanderers join 
Samsung’s existing part¬ 
nerships with Swindon 
Town and Leyton Orient. 

Hopefuls will be test¬ 
ed at regional skills tri¬ 
als and 11-aside match¬ 
es as they bid to kick- 
start their dreams of 
becoming a professional 
footballer. 

To follow the competi¬ 
tion, please go to 
www.facebook. com/sam- 
sungfootball. 



L 

m 

F t 

\ 



ABOVE: Cari Davies, Kate Russell 
and Catrin Lewis. 



ABOVE: Ishy Akhtar and Taz Akhtar. 
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BARRY YACHT CLUB SAILS 
TO WIN IN WESTON BAY 
PLATE TEAM RACE EVENT 



Rhoose are 
brought hack 
down to earth 


THE ‘cosmic’ display a week 
earlier by Rhoose in the Welsh 
Cup in Swansea was a dim and 
distant memory following this 
defeat as they returned to 
Welsh League action against 
Llanwern at Jenner Park on 
Saturday. 

The opening minutes of the match 
were played in near monsoon condi¬ 
tions as both teams struggled with 
slippery conditions and surface 
water holding up the ball. 

Rhoose, it had to be said, coped 
well and were far the better side for 
the first 30 minutes during which a 
quick break and clinical hnish from 
18 yards by Nicky Davison saw the 
Vale side go a goal up within 12 min¬ 
utes. 

However, as conditions improved, 
the Newport side, who currently top 
Division 3, started to dominate pro¬ 
ceedings and they found themselves 


2-1 up going into halftime, their sec¬ 
ond goal coming from an innocuous 
breakaway following a Rhoose cor¬ 
ner at the opposite end! 

Llanwern’s third goal, resulting 
from a free kick on the edge of the 
Rhoose penalty area, was taken 
quickly and passed into an empty 
net while the home side were organ¬ 
ising their defensive wall. 

Rhoose now find themselves in 
the lower reaches of Division 3 and 
will need to improve considerably, 
and show some improved consisten¬ 
cy, if they are to climb out of trou¬ 
ble. 

The Vale side are back in cup 
action this weekend, on Saturday, 
with the visit of Tredegar Athletic to 
Jenner Park in the FAW Trophy 
third round, kick-off 2pm. 

AP 


Barry Town United 
host ‘spook-tacular’! 


BARRY Yacht Club 
won the Weston Bay 
Plate trophy on 
October 19 - a tro¬ 
phy inaugurated by 
the Weston Bay 
Yacht Club in 1971 
for competition 
between teams of 
monohull boats 
from a group of 
clubs situated in the 
upper reaches of the 
Bristol Channel. 

Barry was the first 
winner of this trophy in 
1971 and has regularly 
repeated this success 
over the years. 

The Saturday race saw 
teams from Weston Bay 
YC and Portishead 
Cruising Club competing 
with Barry over a course 
which took them down 
channel to the cooling 
tower off Aberthaw 
Power Station, and then 
across to a buoy marking 
the western end of the 
Culver sandbank in mid 
channel. 

The last leg of the 
course brought them 
back to Barry via the 
Welsh Water buoy off 
Cold Knap Point. The 
boats being of various 
sizes and performance, a 
system of handicapping 
is used, which involves 
the calculation of a cor¬ 
rected time for each boat 
- based upon its elapsed 
time and handicap figure. 

Ten boats started the 
race at 10am off Jacksons 
Bay with the ebb tide 
running strongly and a 
southerly wind of about 
force 3. 

The breeze dropped 


away as the boats 
approached the first turn¬ 
ing mark at Aberthaw 
and several vessels were 
swept outside the tower 
as the wind died more or 
less completely. 

Some boats had to 
retire at this stage. In 
almost totally calm con¬ 
ditions, the remaining 
boats were at the mercy 
of the strong tide and 
many were swept well to 
the west. 

After an hour or so, 
the breeze returned from 
the south and with a 
gradually weakening tide 
the boats were able to sail 
towards the West Culver 
Buoy. 

After about half of the 
boats had rounded the 
buoy, the whole fleet was 
hit by a very severe rain 
squall. 

This produced a tor¬ 
rential downpour and the 
wind increased to a level 
which was assessed at 
about force 7 or 8. 

The boats had to let 
their sails fly for the 10 
minutes or so that it last¬ 
ed and the visibility was 
down to some 20 or 30 
metres as the boats con¬ 
tinued to travel at speed 
despite the sails not 
being sheeted in. 

Following the squall, 
the crews regained con¬ 
trol and continued with 
their race. The faster 
leading boats were able 
to reach the next turning 
mark off Cold Knap, 
before the wind died 
away again, leaving most 
of the fleet drifting up 
channel with the now 
flooding tide. 

Once again, the calm 


lasted an hour or so and 
whereas the leading 
boats were able to run up 
to the finish with the tide, 
the remainder of the fleet 
were in grave danger of 
being pushed too far to 
the east to make any 
headway towards the 
Welsh Water buoy 
against the strengthening 
flood tide. 

Fortunately, the wind 
came back again quite 
strongly from the south¬ 
west and all the remain¬ 
ing boats were able to 
complete the course, 
albeit with some penalty 
for being more or less 
becalmed for so long. 

The leading boat fin¬ 
ished the course in just 
under 4.75 hours, whilst 
the last boat took almost 
seven hours. 

The competitors had 
enjoyed a quite spectacu¬ 
lar day afloat with the 
wind ranging from flat 


with the weather chang¬ 
ing from heavy overcast 
and tropical rainfall to 
bright sunshine and clear 
blue skies. Fortunately it 
was never particularly 
cold because of the direc¬ 
tion of the prevailing 
wind. 

All the crews had a 
severe dousing in the 
squall and encountered 
light rain at other times. 
Full oilskins were cer¬ 
tainly the order of the day 
until the sun came out 
towards the end of the 
race. 

The best three boats of 
the Barry team finished 
first, third and fourth 
which enabled them to 
win convincingly. 

The plate trophy was 
presented to the team by 
the Barry YC com¬ 
modore, John Webb, dur¬ 
ing festivities at the club 
on Saturday evening. 

BRIAN DOTCHON 


Presentation 
of the trophy. 

Barrivale 

results 

LATEST results 
from Barrivale 
Bridge Club, 

October 15 - session 
2 of the men's and 
ladies' pairs: 

1st Denis Mottram & 
Mick Green 59.72 per 
cent; 2nd Huw Thomas 
& Alan Jones 58.73; 3rd 
Mark Roderick & Mike 
Best 53.97. Helen Jordan 
& Judith Owen won on 
handicap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale, if you would 
like to join us ring 01446 
418380 or 01446 733425 
or call at the Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road, Barry 
on Tuesdays at 7pm. 


BARRY TOWN 
United will host a 
half-term 
Halloween spook- 
tacular on Tuesday, 
October 29 at 
Jenner Park, as the 
Town face the 
frighteningly fear¬ 
some Abertillery 
Bluebirds (7.45pm 
kick-off). 

On that night, every¬ 
one attending in 
Halloween costume will 
receive a ticket to a 
half-time draw, with a 


pair of new Barry repli¬ 
ca shirts among the 
fang-tastic prizes on 
offer. 

A gaggle of ghoulish 
goody bags will also be 
up for grabs, among 
other treats, making the 
match a hair-raising 
highlight of the Barry 
half-term holiday. 

As for tricks, manag¬ 
er Gavin Chesterfield 
will hope his players 
have enough of them to 
see off Abertillery and 
ensure there is no horror 
show on the pitch this 
Halloween! 

Meanwhile, support¬ 
ers can expect a special 
Halloween-themed sta¬ 
dium, with club volun¬ 
teers getting in on the 
act and a host of spooky 
songs taking over the 
tannoy system. 

The fan-owned com¬ 
munity club is hoping to 
make it an evening of 
freaky fun for all the 
family, and will be wel¬ 
coming children free of 
charge when accompa¬ 
nied by a paying adult. 

Entry on the night is 
£4 (adults), £3 
(OAP/student) and £2 
(unaccompanied chil¬ 
dren), via both the 
Gladstone Road and 
Barry Road turnstiles. 

Last Saturday, it was 
all focus and no hocus 
pocus, as Barry extend¬ 
ed their unbeaten league 
record with a 3-1 win at 
Treharris Athletic. 

Traditionally a diffi¬ 
cult trip, the Town raced 
into the lead after 10 
minutes, when striker 
Ryan Jenkins popped up 
at the back post to head 
in a teasing cross from 
the right. 

Fellow forward TJ 
Nagi then doubled 
Barry's advantage on the 
half hour; finishing with 
his trademark compo¬ 
sure to delight the large 
and vocal travelling 
Barry contingent. 


On 61 minutes, 
Treharris found their 
way back into the 
match, awakening mem¬ 
ories of their League 
Cup comeback last sea¬ 
son that eventually saw 
off Chesterfield's side. 

However, there 
would be no such repeat 
this year, with Jenkins 
scoring his second and 
Barry's third with 12 
minutes remaining to 
secure the all-important 
three points. 

As a result of the 
win, Barry stay in third 
with 19 points from 7 
games, leaving the 
Town four points off 
leaders Risca, with three 
games in hand. 

Second-placed 
Llanwern are the only 
other unbeaten side, and 
stand a point and a 
match ahead of Barry. 

This Saturday, weath¬ 
er permitting, Barry will 
make the short, ten-mile 
journey east to Llantwit 
Major for a hotly-antici¬ 
pated local derby. 

Llantwit have started 
their campaign well, 
and currently sit in fifth 
place, with four wins 
and two draws from 
their opening seven fix¬ 
tures. AC 

Brynhill 
golf club 
results 

RECENT results 
from Brynhill Golf 
Club: 

Consolation Cup, 
October 20 - winner 
Colin Lewis 

68 (back nine = 
33&1/2), runner-up 
Gareth Gumer 

68 (back nine = 36). 
Gross: Scott Bowman 
(74); number of competi¬ 
tors: 76, competition 
standard scratch: 72. 

CS 


calm to force 7 or 8 and 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PORTHKERRY ROAD (PART) AND 
PORT ROAD (PART) RHOOSE) 
(30MPH SPEED RESTRICTION) 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2013 

1. On 24th October 2013 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Section 14 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as 
amended), made an Order the general effect of which is as described in 
the schedules below: 

2. The Order will be known as "The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
(Porthkerry Road (Part) and Port Road (Part) Rhoose) (30mph Speed 
Restriction) (Temporary) Order" 2013. 

SCHEDULE 1 

No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to proceed at a speed 
greater than 30 miles per hour between the locations specified in Sched¬ 
ule 2 below: 

This order will override in part the existing speed restriction order known 
as " THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL (PORT ROAD (WEST) 
A4226 BARRY EXTENTION TO 40MPH SPEED RESTRICTION AND 
NEW 50MPH SPEED RESTRICTION ORDER 2008)", while the 
appropriate signs are in place. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location: The section of Porthkerry Road from its junction with Port 

Road (at grid 307241 167389) in a south easterly direction 
to a point 80m southeast of the junction at grid 307701 
166914 adjacent to a property known as The Stables. 

The section of Port Road from its junction with Porthkerry 
Road (at grid 307241 167389) in a north easterly direction 
for a distance of 125m. 

Reason: To allow the construction of a shared footway/cycleway on 

the north eastern side of Porthkerry Road 
Duration: From 06.00Hrs on Monday 28 October 2013, for a maximum 

period of 18 months. (It is expected that this work will take 
around 8 weeks to complete). 

Dated this 24th day of October 2013 
M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2013 
GORCHYMYN (CYFYNGU CYFLYMDRA I 
30 M.Y.A.) (DROS DRO) 

(RHAN O PORTHKERRY ROAD A RHAN O 
PORT ROAD,Y RHWS) 

1. Ar 24 Hydref 2013, gwnaeth Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwer- 
au 0 dan Adran 14, Deddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), Orchymyn y 
mae ei effaith gyffredinol wedi’i disgrifio yn yr Atodlenni isod. 

2. Adwaenir y Gorchymyn fel "Gorchymyn (Cyfyngu Cyflymdra i 30m.y.a.) 
(Dros Dro) (Rhan o Porthkerry Road a rhan o Port Road, Y Rhws) Cyngor 
Bro Morgannwg 2013. 

ATODLEN1 

Ni fydd neb yn gyrru nac yn caniatau i neb arall yrru modur yn gyflymach 
na 30 milltir yr awr yn y mannau a nodwyd yn Atodlen 2 isod: 

Bydd y gorchymyn hwn yn rhannol ddirymu’r gorchymyn cyfyngu 
cyflymdra presennol a adwaenir fel "GORCHYMYN YMESTYN 
CYFYNGIAD CYFLYMDRA 40 M.Y.A. A GORCHYMYN CYFYNGU 
CYFLYMDRA NEWYDD 50 M.Y.A. PRIFFORDD A4226 
(GORLLEWIN PORT ROAD), Y BARRI, CYNGOR BRO 
MORGANNWG 2008)", tra bod yr anvyddion priodol yn eu He. 

ATODLEN 2 

Lieoiiad: Darn o Porthkerry Road rhwng y gyffordd a Port Road (wrth 

gyfeirnod grid 307241 167389) a man (wrth gyfeirnod 
307701 166914) sy’n 80 medr i’r de ddwyrain o’r gyffordd 
honno, ger eiddo a adwaenir fel The Stables’. 

Darn o Port Road rhwng y gyffordd a Porthkerry Road (wrth 
gyfeirnod grid 307241 167389) a man sy’n 125 medr i’r 
gogledd ddwyrain o’r gyffordd honno. 

Rheswm: Darparu llwybr troed/seicio cyfun ar ochr ogledd-ddwyreiniol 

Porthkerry Road. 

Cyfnod: O 06.00 ar ddydd LIun 28 Hydref 2013 ymlaen am 18 mis yn 

unig. (Mae disgwyl i’r gwaith gymryd rhyw 8 wythnos i’w 
gwbihau). 

Dyddiedig 24 Hydref 2013. 

M. E. Punter, 

Cyfanvyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenfo. CF5 6AA. 
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ICOWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Pupils take part in cross-country event 



THE Girls Cardiff 
and Vale Cross 
Country League 1 
race took place on 
a dry evening at 
Bryn Hafren 
School. 

There were some out¬ 
standing achievements 
by the Cowbridge 
pupils. In the first race, 
the year 8 & 9 com¬ 
bined race, Jessica 
Wadey (year 8), who 
had just returned to 
school after competing 
for Wales in lifeguard- 
ing in Ireland (Wales 
finished first), came 
third with new pupil to 
the school, Molly Rees 
(year 9), coming fifth. 

Year 8 pupils Meriel 
Clode came 10th, Emily 
Jenkins (year 8) came 
11th, and year 9 pupil 
Selina Radcliffe came 
15th, with Aimee Jones 
coming 26th to com¬ 
plete the A team. The 
team came first out of 
21 teams. 

Other runners were: 
year 8 - Georgia 
Armitage 27th, Mali 
Howell 32nd, Rachel 
Anstey 49th. Year 9 - 
Sophie Oddy 61st, 
Jasmine Emery 63rd, 
Alice Pritchard 97th. 
Year 8 - India Maurice 
98th and year 9 Lowri 
Morgan 111th; there 
were 187 girls compet¬ 
ing. 

In the year 7 race the 
girls were all nervous 
for their first race for 
the school and all did 
extremely well. 

Rebecca Murray came 
10th, Charlotte Tudor 
11th, Sophie Hawkins 
12th, Alice Coe 16th, 
Eve Mordecai 32nd, 

Eve Demmer 37th, 

Efion Hughes 38th, Eve 
Bird 47th, Beth 
Edwards 48th, Ella 
Jones 91st and Lauren 
Light 92nd. There were 
147 girls competing; the 
first six girls for 
Cowbridge made up the 
A team who came first 
team. 

In the year 10-13 
races a few usual cross 
country runners were 
missing through injury 
or other commitments; 
however the girls who 
ran were outstanding. 
Year 10 pupil Cerys 
Bradshaw came 5th, 
Nadine James of year 
11 came 9th, Rebecca 
Thomas of year 11 20th, 
Jemma Viney of year 10 
23rd, Brooke Langton- 
Cryer of year 11 31st, 
Miriam Bennett of year 
13 24th and Alice Tudor 
of year 11 38th. There 
were 58 girls compet¬ 
ing, and the team came 
third overall. 

A great effort by all 
the cross country run¬ 
ners. 

The girl’s South Wales 
Cross Country 
Championships was 
held at Trelai Park on 
October 8 and the 
Cowbridge team once 
again were very suc¬ 
cessful. 

The year 7 and 8 
girls competed together; 
Jessica Wadey, year 8, 
was our first finisher 
coming in 5th place; 


next was Meriel Clode 
year 8 - 17th, Emily 
Jenkins year 8 - 19th, 
Georgia Armitage year 
8 - 23rd, Aimee Jones 
year 8 - 33rd. The first 
year 7 girl was Sophie 
Hawkins - 47th. 

Other results: Alice 
Coe year 7 - 52nd, 
Rachel Anstey year 8 - 
70th, Eve Bird year 7 - 
91st, Eve Demmer year 
7 - 92nd, Eve Mordecai 
year 7 - 109th, 

Charlotte Tudor year 7 
- noth, Abigail Leigh- 
Cooke year 7 - 130th, 
Efion Hughes year 7 - 
135th and Ella K Jones 
183rd out of 350 finish¬ 
ers. The first four girls 
made up the A team 
who came first and the 
B team came first. 

In the year 9 and 10 
race, Seren Allin of year 
10 came in ninth place 
after competing for 
Great Britain in the 
Biathlon World 
Championships in 
Cyprus where she came 
20th, an outstanding 
result for Seren. 

Cerys Bradshaw was 
next home in 10th fol¬ 
lowed by Genevieve 
Kirk (11th) and Molly 
Rees (20th) to complete 
the A team who came in 
first place. Other 
results: Selena Radcliffe 
26th, Jemma Viney 
35th, Sophie Oddy 
60th, Lowri Morgan 
66th, Libby Jarvis 75th, 
Alice Pritchard 79th and 
Megan Roberts 80th; 
there were 167 competi¬ 
tors. 

In the year 11-13 
race Millie Green was 
first over the line for 
Cowbridge in 15th, fol¬ 
lowed by Nadine Jones 
16th, Rebecca Thomas 
21st, Miriam Bennett 
28th and Brooke 
Langton-Cryer 38th. 

The team came second 
and there were 49 com¬ 
petitors - well done to 
all runners. 

On October 14, the 
Cowbridge year 7 
football team played 
St Richard Gwyn 
Comprehensive 
School. With this 
being their first com¬ 
petitive match togeth¬ 
er, the boys had to 
quickly gel if they 
were going to win the 
match. 

Cowbridge started 
the match well, and as 
soon as the first whistle 
was blown, they looked 
dangerous. William 
Marsden and Ed 
Thomas were causing 
the defence trouble 
straight away with some 
excellent runs down the 
flanks. 

After hitting the post 
twice in as many min¬ 
utes, Charlie Carr and 
Matt Oddy were begin¬ 
ning to wonder whether 
it was just going to be 
one of those days. 

However, the first 
goal came from a 
superb run up the wing 
from Will Marsden, 
who put a dangerous 
cross into the box, 
which needed to be 
dealt with. 

Unfortunately for the St 
Richard Gwyn central 


defender, the ball was 
turned into his own net. 
After this, the flood¬ 
gates opened! 

The second goal 
came about from some 
excellent quick feet 
from Matt Oddy, to sup¬ 
ply Charlie Carr with a 
one on one, which he 
expertly converted to 
double the score. Not 
giving the scoreboard 
anytime to rest, the 
third goal came in quick 
succession. 

Jake Thomas worked 
his magic in the middle 
of the park, to see 
Charlie free with the 
ball in the attacking 
third. As expected, 
Charlie showed his 
class and slotted the ball 
past the goalkeeper for 
his second goal. 

With Matthew 
Dewhurst, Jamie Evans, 
lestyn Gabon and Jack 
Tudor holding strong in 
defence, St Richard 
Gwyn were finding it 
hard to break down 
theb defensive unit. 
Erom a goalkick. Will 
Marsden picked up the 
ball just inside the 
halfway line. 

Seeing the keeper 
was out of position. 

Will unleashed a David 
Beckham type shot, 
which bent around the 
keeper for a fantastic 
goal! 

Not long after this 
goal, the first half drew 
to a close, but not 
before Charlie Can- 
secured his hat trick and 
Cowbridge were 5-0 up. 

St Richard Gwyn 
came out at the start of 
the second half all guns 
blazing. They were 
starting to string a num¬ 
ber of passes together, 
and were finding it easi¬ 
er to find space and cre¬ 
ated a few chances, 
although Charles was 
more than equal to each 
effort. 

After a few minutes 
of settling back into 
their game, Cowbridge 
continued to play the 
exciting football they 
had finished the first 
half playing. Will 
O’Connor was working 
hard in the centre of the 
pitch, alongside Jake 
Thomas, to secure the 
majority of possession 
and territory. 

Charlie Carr’s last 
involvement was to nut¬ 
meg the goalkeeper for 
fourth goal, which 
capped off an excellent 
performance. A few 
substitutions were 
made, and Jamie Owen, 


Sam Williams, Tomos 
Apjohn-Williams and 
Dan Stancombe came 
on, and continued the 
high standard of play 
which the previous boys 
had set. 

In the second half, 
Cowbridge had a num¬ 
ber of chances, but just 
could not convert them. 
Towards the end of the 
match. Matt Oddy final¬ 
ly had his reward for his 
hard work, and turned 
in an excellent and self¬ 
less cross from Will 
O’Connor to make the 
score 7-0 to Cowbridge, 
which is how the game 
ended. 

Player of the match: 
Charlie Carr and Jake 
Thomas. 

The year 10 hockey 
team played their first 
match of the season 
against Howells at 
Leckwith. 

The girls played very 
confidently in a frustrat¬ 
ing game where we had 
several shots at goal but 
failed to score. We 
dominated the Howells 
team in both halves of 
the game, with excellent 
passing and dodging 
from Jemma Viney, 
Genevieve Kirk and 
Ella Jones. 

With the combination 
of Molly Price and 
Megan Duncombe in 
defence, the Howells 
attacking players could 
not break through to 
take a shot at our goals, 
the final score 0-0. 
Player of the match was 
Jemma Viney. 

The Year 10 hockey 
team then played in the 
Preliminary County 
hockey tournament 
against Howells and 
Plasmawr. Pour other 
preliminary tourna¬ 
ments were also taking 
place in other schools 
with the winning teams 
going through to the 
finals. 

Cowbridge played 
Howells first. 

Cowbridge attacked 
from the first play of 
the match and Seren 
Allin scored twice in 
the first half. Howells 
struggled to get in 
Cowbridge’s defending 
25. In the second half 
Ella Jones popped the 
ball straight into the 
goal to make the final 
score 3-0. 

Cowbridge then 
played Plasmawr. 
Jemma Viney scored in 
the first half and 
Plasmawr scored in the 
second half making the 
final score 1-1. 


Plasmawr then beat 
Howells 1-0, meaning 
Cowridge went through 
to the finals. 

The team were Hetty 
Bredd (gk), Rhiannon 
Hill, Molly Price, 
Megan Duncombe, 
Sophia Harpin, 
Genevieve Kirk, Sian 
Smith, Jemma Viney, 
Seren Allin, Katie 
Johnson, Ella Jones and 
Izobel Gambling. 

The Year 8 A and B 
netball team played 
Bro Morgannwg. 

The A team had a 
very convincing 12-3 
win. Jordan Meek was 
player of the match, and 
other players included: 
Megan Hodgson, 

Sophie Rees, Meriel 
Clode, Tirion Evans, 
Elin Swallow, Sarah 
Jones and Mali Howell. 

The B team also won 
winning 9-1. Charlie 
Hamilton was player of 
the match. Por a num¬ 
ber of girls it was their 
first time representing 
the school at netball: 
Efion McNamee, 

Charlie Hamilton, 
Catherine Harrison, 

Alys Bebb and Paige 
Pox. 

Also in this team 
were Olivia Mitchell, 
Molly Ward Tossel and 
Pffion Langston. 

On Tuesday, October 
15, 11 year 9 pupils 
took part in the annual 
Cardiff and The Vale B 
team tournament. The 
girls had a great start, 
beating Mary 
Immaculate 5-0 and 
Whitchurch 1-0. Next 
came a very strong 
Glantaf team; we were 
unable to convert play 
to goals and lost 5-1. 

We went on to lose 
two further games 
against Howells and 
Pitzalan, and drew two 
games against Llantwit 
and Plasmawr. We then 
found our feet and were 
successful in beating 
Llanishen 3-0. This 
meant we would play 
Radyr in a playoff 
match which ended 1-1. 
We finished joint 11th 
out of 18 schools. 

All of the girls 
played exceptionally 
well. The players of the 
tournament were Carys 
Barwell and Pippa 
Jolles. At the end of the 
day the team were for¬ 
tunate enough to meet 
Welsh netball player 
and Celtic Dragon Nia 
Jones. 

The year 9 ‘B’ team 
won 6-1 in a very con¬ 
vincing match. 


Cowbridge was domi¬ 
nant throughout the 
game with excellent 
shooting from Sophie 
Rees. Player of the 
match was Sophie Rees. 

The year 9 ‘A’ team 
had a tougher match 
with Cowbridge leading 
4-3 at halftime. A win¬ 
ning combination of 
good centre passages 
and interceptions by 
Selina Radcliffe and 
Annabel Hegarty (GA) 
let us match each of Bro 
Morgannwg’s goals 
with a goal from 
Cowbridge. A very 
close game right to the 
last seconds, we won 
6-7 - well done. 

The Year 7 netball 
team embarked upon 
their first match against 
St Richard Gwyn. The 
A team were leading by 
two goals at halftime 
after some superb inter¬ 
ceptions by Beth 
Edwards. 

However, silly errors 
and a disallowed goal in 
the second half meant 
that we lost 6-5 in the 
final seconds of the 
game. Player of the 
match went to Beth 
Edwards 

The B team won con¬ 
vincingly, 6-0. All girls 
played exceptionally 
well, Pffion Hughes 
was player of the 
match. The girls are 
now looking forward to 
their game against 
Stanwell School. 

The year 7 rugby team 
produced an impres¬ 
sive win against Bro 
Morgannwg, in only 
their second game 
together as a compre¬ 
hensive school team. 
After a hard fought 
friendly against Barry 
Comprehensive 
School, Cowbridge 
had a number of 
things to work on to 
ensure another victory. 

Cowbridge started 
extremely well, with 
excellent movement and 
passing skills out wide, 
which stretched and dis¬ 
organised the Bro 
Morgannwg defence. 

After a number of 
well executed passes in 
the first five minutes, 
Cowbridge ran in their 
first try of the match, 
with Benji Williams 
sprinting over the line. 
The try was expertly 
converted by Jamie 
Howells. 

With the first try of 
the match bagged, 
Cowbridge were look¬ 
ing to extended their 
lead as soon as possible. 


but were being prevent¬ 
ed in doing so by some 
dogged work at the 
breakdown by the Bro 
Morgannwg forwards. 

After a period of 
pressure from the oppo¬ 
sition, Cowbridge 
turned over the ball in 
their own half, and 
quickly seized upon the 
opportunity by spread¬ 
ing the ball wide to out¬ 
side centre Edward 
Thomas. 

There was nowhere 
to go, but somehow 
Edward managed to 
duck and dive his way 
from well inside his 
own half to over the try 
line with some out¬ 
standing foot work. 
Again the try was 
expertly converted by 
Jamie Howells. 

Not giving the score- 
boards anytime to relax, 
Jamie Howells then 
added a try of his own, 
opening up the defence 
for a well taken try. The 
halftime whistle went 
and Cowbridge were 
leading 21-0. 

As soon as the sec¬ 
ond half started Bro 
Morgannwg had the bit 
between their teeth, and 
were putting together a 
number of phases and 
looking dangerous. 

The Cowbridge 
defence were stayed 
strong and neutralised 
anything the Bro 
Morgannwg attack had 
to throw at them. A 
number of substitutions 
were then made by both 
sides, and it was excel¬ 
lent to see the high stan¬ 
dards exhibited by both 
squads. 

After a second half of 
nip and tuck rugby, Bro 
Morgannwg were 
rewarded for their deter¬ 
mination, running in an 
interception try. The 
final whistle blew, and 
the game finished 21-7 
to Cowbridge! 

Well done year 7, 
you are all developing 
as individuals, but more 
importantly as a team. 
Erom the first game you 
have all progressed so 
much, and it is exciting 
to see what the future 
holds. Man of the 
match: lestyn Gabon. 
The first game back 
this season for the 
year 8 rugby team was 
against Bro 
Morgannwg. 

With results so close 
between the two teams 
last season, the game 
promised to be tough 
start to year 8 for the 
boys. Erom the off the 


Cowbridge boys looked 
strong, stringing some 
good attacking phases 
together; when defend¬ 
ing they heaped on the 
pressure stopping Bro 
from building too much 
momentum early on. 

The excellent start 
paid dividends within 
the first 15 minutes with 
Sam Green running in 
two quick tries, show¬ 
ing both skill and 
strength to cross the 
line. loan Williams slot¬ 
ted the first conversion 
but narrowly missed the 
second. 

Cowbridge continued 
with the same pressure 
throughout the first half 
and were rewarded with 
a thbd try just before 
halftime courtesy of 
Rowan Allin and an 
overall good string of 
passes by the backs to 
exploit an overlap on 
the wing. The half time 
score 17-0 Cowbridge. 

The second half saw 
a slow start from 
Cowbridge. With five 
changes being made by 
the team at halftime, 

Bro Morgannwg 
exploited this by taking 
the lion’s share of the 
possession and spend¬ 
ing a decent amount of 
time in the Cowbridge 
22 . 

Both teams got plen¬ 
ty of practice in both 
attack and defence 
thanks to some superb 
counter rucking and ball 
stealing from both 
sides. The back row of 
Jack Dixon, Ben Jones 
and Lewis Hawke made 
particular nuisances of 
themselves at the break¬ 
down. 

In the final 10 min¬ 
utes, thanks to a lack of 
communication from 
Cowbridge, Bro 
Morgannwg were able 
to cross the line and 
convert to take the score 
to 17-7. At the death 
Ruben Williams was 
able to trudge over for a 
final try (successfully 
converted) to make the 
final score 24-7 to 
Cowbridge. 

The front and second 
rows gave excellent per¬ 
formances, winning 
their own ball and turn¬ 
ing over Bro possession 
several times. The back 
line in times of defence 
was well marshalled by 
Evan Thomas and Mike 
Bosley and showed no 
real signs of cracking 
throughout the game. 

An excellent start to 
the season Year 8, well 
done! 
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E©© EEiS^IPFDlMCI 

IMPROVEMENTS YOU CAN EXPECT 

• A car with improved throttle response 

• Improved acceleration 

• Smoother power delivery 
• A car that generally feels more 
responsive and alive. 

TURBO PETROL CARS TYPICALLY GET: 

• 20% more power • 25% more torque 

TURBO DIESEL CARS TYPICALLY GET: 

• 25% more power • 30% more torque 

• Improved acceleration 

NORMALLY ASPIRATED CARS: 

10% more power* Improved throttle response 
• Superior driveability 


Improved fuel efficiency & lower fuel bills 
are a reality you can enjoy thanks to our 
economy ecu remapping and custom built 
economy engine Remaps... 




m m 

Orip 




Penybont outclass 
Llantwit reserves 


1 City Road, Cardiff, South Glamorgan. CF24 3BJ 
Tel/Fax: 029 2048 0829 Iewismotors2004@ btconnect.com 


WITH the first 
team fixture post¬ 
poned, due to a 
burst-pipe at 
Cwmaman 
Institute, it was the 
Llantwit Major 
AFC reserves who 
drew a fairly large 
crowd to the 
Windmill on 
Saturday for a 
Welsh League 
Reserves fixture 
against Penybont. 

A very young and tal¬ 
ented team, Penybont are 
going well this season 
and playing some of 
their Division 1 first 
teamers. 

The Major played well 
in the first third of the 
game, with McCarthy 
and Shaw going close 
and both having cleared 
off the line at one end, 
whilst the back four held 
their own until a silly 
penalty was given away 
needlessly. 

The penalty was well 
saved by Luke Vincent, 
but he was injured in the 
follow-up play and short¬ 
ly afterwards conceded a 
goal and needed to be 
replaced, with Chris 
Rees deputising. 

Penybont scored 
another just before half¬ 
time with a neatly-taken 
free kick, which curved 
the wall and went in at 
the far post. 


The second half was 
very much led by the 
visitors, who played 
some really good foot¬ 
ball and doubled their 
score to win 4-0. 

SQUAD: Vincent, 
Provis, Thomas, Allen, 
Bevan, Harman, Rees, 
Phillips, McCarthy, 
Shaw, Gingell, 
Lansdown, Cutter, 
Hodkins and Sawyer. 

The club wish to 
thank their sponsors the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, 
Watts and Morgan, MPI 


Aviation, Eurgent 
Express and The GEM 
for their continued sup¬ 
port. 

On Saturday 
(October 26), Llantwit 
Major AFC welcome 
Barry Town to their 
Windmill Lane in 
what is an historical 
event for both teams. 

The Major in their 
50th anniversary season 
play Barry Town in their 
centennial season for 
their first competitive 


league fixture. The 
Major are expecting a 
record attendance for the 
game against the 
unbeaten league title 
contenders, Barry Town, 
who generally bring 
close to 100 fans to their 
away fixtures. 

Please come along; 
the Major welcome all 
fans/spectators to give 
your support on this his¬ 
toric footballing occa¬ 
sion for the Town - kick 
off 2.30pm. PL 


Sully howls team 
make a good start 


ON Saturday, October 19, 
Sully travelled to Bridgend 
Indoor Bowling Green to play 
Ogwr in the opening game of 
the six-rink club national team 
championship. 

The team were confident that they 
could begin well and this proved cor¬ 
rect, coming away with a 23 shot vic¬ 
tory, 118-95, collecting 20 out of 22 
points. 

There were some excellent perform¬ 
ances especially the rink skipped by 
Dave Wright, ably supported by D 
Snelling, Joe Coles and Steve 
McKernan, who were 10-2 behind 
after seven ends against a rink skipped 
by Welsh international Steve Hill; they 
fought back to lead 13-2 by the 13tti 
end, going on to win 23-17. 

The rink skipped by Ered Phillips 
had a hard fought game against Ogwr 
skip Brian Tucker with score after 15 


ends tied 14-4 but some brilliant 
bowlsfrom lead Mike Davies and sec¬ 
ond Jeff Coles ensured success by 23- 
7. 

Other rinks skipped by Ken 
McLeod, Brian Griffiths and Martin 
Clarke appeared to be in control from 
the outset withstanding any attempted 
comeback from the Ogwr rinks with 
ease. 

The only losing rink was skipped by 
Brian Eoscolo and although bowling 
well they unfortunately were up 
against an inspired Ogwr rink, with 
skip Peter Luff and third H Jones bowl¬ 
ing some outstanding woods to turn a 
number of ends over when Sully were 
holding a few of shots. 

This win away from home has given 
Sully a perfect start and with a home 
game next against Toff Ely this 
Saturday there is a great opportunity 
for continued success. 

FP 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT'S • DISCS • SERVICING 


aniDcesrone 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 



GET YOUR TYRES CHECKED! 


goou/yiar 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 
'£46w jtv-t/g f61.f5 


EXHAUSTS 




AATTERiSS 




£4f.fS 


miSO ff 15 litfiMttlNI 

M15 TNI Mm 

VIH li A TNI CTiJt 
?0&<55Vt II iifffWlllOlWT l AS.OO 
2»»4Sfll7 MM 

IftNOPieSNI 0. flISJS 


PKEMIUM SMClALt 

Stt/Hik Au 

1?!^i65Ttl4 JIimTTS £449S 

NV'SSNITIJhMfn £6CSS 

C8S.9S 
£77.95 
iMLfS 
£99.95 


STANDARD TYRES from 

^£ 31.95 

16S/70TRI3 

175/70TR14 

175/65TRU 

FROM ONLY £31.9$ 

FROM ONLY £38.95 

FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES (rom 

^£ 38.50 

185/65HR14 

185/45HR15 . 

195/85HR15 

FROM ONLY £38.50 

FROM ONLY £38.95 

FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^£ 39.95 

185/55VR15 . 

195/50VR15 

195/65VR15 

205/55VRI6 

FROM ONLY £41.00 

FROM ONLY £42.50 

FROM ONLY £39.95 

FROM ONLY £44.95 

ULTRA HIGN PERFORMANCE TYRES frmi 

^£ 47.95 


uJi'-Z tW.M 


.1.1 (68l«s 


V Tout TTRI Sill IS NOT SHOWN PIUSI GUI lOt A OUOUTION. 

Au mavsivi racis wrni no niomn eitus! 


205/55WR16. fBOM ONLT £47.9$ 

215/55WR16 . IROM ONLT £53.9$ 

225/45WR17 . .. IROU ONLT £49.9$ 

225/40WRI8. IROMONLT £49.' 


Ctrdm Rcou, CoODuiton 
B'=«Ty AA 

CF63 2QW a 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF 

y71 Pfc'mr^ 

Cardiff AA 
CFIt BTT TT 

029 20 382644 


WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY ' FRIDAY S.OOam • S.JOpm. SATURDAYS 8.00am * 4.00pm. * 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! Al l MAXm CRPOfT CARD9 ACCCrS>TrD 
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UNBELIEVABLE! 

OFFERS ON NEARLY NEW RENAULT VEHICLES 


63 PLATE RENAULT MEGANE COUPE 

DYNAMIQUE TOMTOM DC1110 S&S 



TOMTOM LIVE SAT NAV • 16" ALLOY WHEELS • BLUETOOTH CONNECTIVITY 

NOW ONLY £12,995* OR 

£229.95 X48 MONTHS 

£1000 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION OR PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE 



iove. 

WHY CHOOSE THE 

4 YEARS WARRANTY 

4 YEARS AA COVER 

4 YEARS SERVICING 

RENAULT RETAIL GROUP? 

INCLUDED 

INCLUDED 

INCLUDED 







r 



RENAULT CARDIFF 

295 PENARTH ROAD,CARDIFF, CF11 8UU 
TEL 02921 480 098 

www.renaultretail.co.uk 


n V 



REIMAULT 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Renault range are: Urban 27.2 (10.4)-78.5 (3.6); Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2)-94.2 (3); Combined 36.7 (7.7)-88.3 (3.2). The official CO 2 emissions for the range 
are 178-83g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and CO 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

‘Renault Retail Group reserve the right to cancel or amend offers without prior notice. All offers subject to status. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Offer ends 31 December 2013. “Finance payment is for Renault Lease. Renault Selections POP finance product also available. See website for full terms and conditions. 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
i^Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 




09 09 AUDI A3 1.8 
TSFI 


£9995 


05 05 CITROEN C3 

1.41 Desire | 

£2995 


07 57 HONDA Civic I 
1.4 1-DslES 1 

£5795 


10 60 MINI Cooper 
1.6 Dsl I 

£11,995 



09 59 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0S Diesel Tiptronic. 34,380 miles, in black.£28,995 

13 63 NISSAN Navara 2.5dciTekna. 10 miles, in black (1.99% Finance Rate Available) £19,995+VAT 

09 09 BMW 135i M Sport Cab Auto. 40,000 miles, in silver .£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES Benz SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£19,995 

08 08 MERCEDES SL 350 AUTO Designo. In black.£18,495 

10 10 AUDITT 2.0T Fsi Coupe with Sat Nav. 36,731 miles, in silver .£15,995 

08 08 MERCEDES Benz C320 CDi Sport Auto. 65,020 miles, in silver .£14,695 

10 10 AUDI A4 2.0 TDI SE Auto. 39,600 miles, in silver.£13,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320. 47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£13,495 

07 07 BMW 330D MSport Auto. 56,600 miles in black .£11,995 

10 10 BMW 118D SE Coupe. 69,780 miles, in grey.£11,495 

10 60 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI (160). 33,000 miles, in blue.£10,995 

13 63 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr. 10 miles, in red (1.99% Finance, Rate Available) . .£10,495 

1111 RENAULT Twingo Sport 133. In black.£9,995 

09 59 FIAT 500C 1.4 Lounge Convertible. 22,310 miles, in white.£9,995 

09 09 AUDI A3 1.8T 5-Dr. 57,100 miles in Blue .£9,995 

07 57 NISSAN Pathfinder 2.5 DCi 171 Sport 5-Dr. 56,010 miles, in grey.£9,995 

07 07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal Dl-D. 68,800 miles, in red .£9,995+VAT 

12 62 FIAT 500 1.2 Lounge. 1,683 miles, in grey.£9,495 

12 12 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec. 14,300 miles, in silver .£8,995 

09 09 SEAT Aitea 2.0 TDi Styiance. 28,450 miles, in blue.£7,995 

09 58 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi Auto. 54,000 miles in blue .£7,795 

1111 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi. 53,330 miles, in silver.£7,495 

12 12 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.3 CZ2 5-Dr. 9,990 miles in white.£6,995 

09 59 ALFA Romeo 1.4 Mito 3-Dr. 38,000 miles, in red .£6,995 

09 09 HONDA Civic 2.2 l-CTDi Type S GT. 85,000 miles, in blue .£6,995 

08 08 HONDA Civic 1,8 l-Vtec EX 5-Dr. 59,000 miles, in silver.£6,995 

07 57 HONDACivic1.4DSiESHybrid. 57,710 miles, in blue .£6,995 

06 56 MINI Cooper Cab. 43,000 miles, in blue.£6,995 

06 06 BMW 318i SE Auto. 50,303 miles, in Blue.£6,995 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 Tdi SE 4dr. 63,939 miles, in black.£6,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Design Convertibie. 32,973 miles, in red.£6,495 

05 05 LANDROVER Freeiander 2.0 Td4 HSE 5dr 91,800 miles, in grey.£6,495 

10 60 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 i-Music 3-Dr. 11,000 miles, in grey .£6,295 

05 05 AUDI A4 1.9 Tdi Estate SE. 85,000 miles, in silver.£6,295 

10 60 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 l-Music 3-Dr. 25,551 miles, in grey .£5,995 

10 10 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTI Sport 3dr. 35,331 miles, in silver.£5,995 

09 09 NISSAN Micra 1.2. 25,870 miles, in beige .£5,995 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3CdTi 3-Dr. 76,000 miles in Blue .£5,995 

05 55 BMW 320i SE 4dr. 67,000 miles, in blue .£5,995 

09 09 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Active. 39,566 miles, in blue.£5,695 

07 57 TOYOTA Auris 2.0 D-4D TR 3dr. 57,675 miles, in grey.£5,695 

09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXI. 57,000 miles in Silver.£5,495 

07 57 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-Dr. 24,950 miles, in silver.£5,495 

09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Styie 3dr. 35,507 miles, in black.£5,495 

03 53 VW Beetie 2.0 Convertibie. 67,800 miles in Blue .£5,495 

04 04 HYUNDAI Tucson 2.0 CRTD CDX. 71,270 miles, in black.£4,995 

08 08 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Biue 5dr. 56,535 miles, in blue.£4,695 

06 56 FORD Focus C-Max 2.0 Zetec Auto. 35,257 miles, in blue.£4,695 

05 54 CHRYSLER Crossfire 3.2 Auto. 65,010 miles, in blue.£4,695 

06 56 MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde SE 3-Dr. 80,000 miles, in silver.£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230. 88,630 miles, in silver.£4,495 

06 06 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Active. 36,881 miles, in silver.£3,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3-Dr. 45,471 miles, in black.£3,995 

07 57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Visia. 69,800 miles in White.£3,795 

05 05 CITROEN C3 1.4 Desire 5dr. 45,301 miles, in red.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Streetka 1.6 Luxury. 43,000 miles in Silver.£2,695 



08 08 VAUXHALL 
I Astra 1.8 VVT Desigi 


MMM 




06 56 MERCEDES R 
A170 Ava»*narH^ 




09 09 FORD Fiesta 1.25 
Style 


10 AUDITT 2.0T 

Coupe ITVirffi 


09 58 KIA Sportage 
2.0 CRDI XE Auto 


£7795 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars and a great deal more! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk FonowusonFacebookH 
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10 HONDA Civic 2.2i CTDi SE 5-Dr. Met 
Black, (Diesel), 1 Owner, F Honda SH, 
6 Speed, Climate Control, Alloys, 75k. 


05 LANDROVER Discovery 2.7 TD V6 HSE 5-Dr. 

Met Silver, (Diesel), Auto, Sat Nav, Full Black 
Leather, Crulse/Cllmate Control & Much More, 114k 


£7,790 


£11,290 


10 SEAT Leon 1.6 TDi CR SE 5-Dr. Red, 
(Diesel), 1 Owner, FSH, Cruise & Climate 
Control, Alloys, CD Player, 78k 


£7,190 


04 HONDA Accord 2.0 iVTEC SE 4-Dr. Met 
Blue, Dual Climate Control, Alloys, 
C/Locking, CD Player, E/Windows, 88k 


10 BMW 1 Series 116D SE 5-Dr 2.0. Met 
Grey, (Diesel), £30 A Year Tax, 6 Speed, 
Climate Control, FSH, 1 Owner, 89k 


£2,690 


£9,290 




57 AUDI Q7 TDi Quatro Limited Edition 5-Dr 3.0. Met | 
Grey, (Diesel), FSH, Sat Nav, Auto, Heated Seats, 
Full Grey Leather Seats & Much More, 84k 


£17,990 


09 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv 
Nav (160). Met Blue, (Diesel), Sat Nav, 1 
Owner, FSH, Cruise & Climate Control, 85k 


£6,490 


06 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8 16v Sport 2-Dr 
Convertible. Met Black, Full Black Leather, 
Heated Seats, Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, 65k. 




05 MITSUBISHI Shogun 3.2 Dl-D Elegance 
5-Dr. Met Silver, (Diesel), Auto, FSH, Full 
Black Leather, Heated Seats, Air Con, 109k 


56 SAAB 9-3 1.9 TD Linear (120) 5-Dr. 
Met Red, (Diesel), MFSW, Climate 
Control, Alloys, CD Player, 77k 


£3,490 


£6,990 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


£3,990 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 



k.BSeiry\ceCente> 


Car 

Diagnostics 


Vehicle Remapping 
From £ 149 + VAT 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 


DPF Removal 
from £199.99+ VAT 



01446 735561 

Mon-Fri 

8.30am-5.30pm 

Saturday 

8.30am-1pm 




INTERIM 

SERVICE 

£69.90 

+VAT 


All major 
credit cards 
accepted 


B 3 


CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF63 2 NW r 

www.abservicecentre.co.ulc Tel. 01446 735561 Jk 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, etc. 

£15,995 


% 




61 SMART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD 

Met Grey, very lov/ miles, v/ith stop/start. 

£6,995 


58 VAUXHALL Aslra 1.9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 

£3,995 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 


09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe 5111 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 


£6,995 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


59 PEUGEOT 207 5 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 


60 VW Transporter T30 
2.0 TDi SWB 

Red, 17,000 miles with windows, 

5 seats, alloys etc 

£17,995 


57 NISSAN Micro 1.2 Acenta 3-Dr. 

Met Blue, 28,000 Miles, low insurance 


£3,995 


RBC 


60 VW Transporter T30 2.0 TDi SWB. In red, 17,000 miles with 5 

seats, windows, alloys etc .£17,995 

11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT. In white, 43,000 miles with sunroof, 
etc, under VW warranty .£15,995 

57 NISSAN Qashqai 2.0 Diesel Tekna 4x4. In black with black 

leather, 78,000 miles, full glass roof.£7,995 

61 SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In silver, very low miles 

with stop/start, sat nav etc.£6,995 

09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. Met Silver, with black leather, 47,000 
miles .£6,995 

56 FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 miles 

.£6,995 

60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 
owner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 33,000 

miles diesel at.£6,495 

58 PEUGEOT 308 1.6 Diesel Sport Estate. In black, 43,000 

miles, full glass roof.£6,495 

08 FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 mile 

diesel, in very nice condition .£6,495 

05 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel HSE 5-Dr Automatic. In 

silver with black leather, 73,000 miles, high spec.£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 miles, low 
insurance.Reduced to £5,995 

59 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style 5-dr. In black, 27,000 mile local car, low 

insurance and running costs .£5,995 

08 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR. In met silver, 59,900 miles, 

very nice example .Reduced to £5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, stylish 

family hatch .£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady 

owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

59 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.3 CDTi Club. In met grey, 34,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,795 

09 MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 

25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at.£5,695 

11 FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs.£5,495 

58 SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 SXi Twin Port 5-dr. In silver, 37,000 

miles, ideal family hatch.£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 
2 owners .£5,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 miles, 2 

owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, etc . . 

.£5,295 

09 HYUNDAI 120 Comfort 1248cc 5-dr. In met silver, 22,000 

miles, 1 owner.Reduced to £4,995 

08 FIESTA 1.4 Zetec Blue 5-dr. In black, 61,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£4,995 

07 SAAB 9.3 Sport 1.9 Diesel Vector Estate. In black, full leather, 

76,000 miles .£4,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,695 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 
mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 50,000 

miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light met 
blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 


57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Diesel (90) Sport. In red, 71,000 miles, air 

con, alloys etc.£4,495 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 5-Dr. In Met Blue, 44,000 miles, 

with AC, 2 owners .£4,495 

54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel SE Estate. In met grey with grey 

leather, 83,000 miles .£4,495 

59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE (new model). In met orange, 18,000 

miles with a/c.£3,995 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car at .£3,995 
57 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 3-dr. In met blue, 28,000 miles. Low 

insurance. Reduced to £3,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance with 

a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles with 

a/c. Reduced to £3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Club 7 Seater. In silver grey, 57,000 

miles, 2 owners .£3,995 

05 DAIHATSU Copen 700cc Convertible. In black, full red 

leather trim, 35,000 miles.£3,995 

02 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Sport Coupe Automatic. In Silver, 

74,000 miles, local car.£3,995 

54 VW Passat 1.9TDi (130) Trendline. In silver, 66,000 miles, 2 

owners, Diesel Saloon at.£3,695 

03 LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic. In black, 62,000 miles, 2 owners 


08 SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, low 

insurance.£3,295 

07 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Automatic. In sand met. 

Low mileage example . Reduced to £2,995 

06 MAZDA 2 Antares 1.4 5-dr. In silver, 56,000 miles . . .£2,995 
06 MAZDA 6 TS 2.0 5-Dr. In met blue, 74,000 miles, 

2 owners .£2,995 

55 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. In met burgundy, 48,000 

miles, ideal family hatch.£2,995 

55 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 Sport 5-dr. In black, 71,000 miles_ 

.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch . Reduced to £2,995 

54 SMART ForFour 1.1 Pulse. In black/silver, 60,000 miles, low 

insurance, 5-door hatch.£2,995 

07 PROTON Savvy 1.1 Style 5-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, low 

running costs.£2,695 

54 PEUGEOT 307 XSi 2.0 HDi 3-dr. In black with half leather trim. 

Economical and quick . Reduced to £2,495 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with Racaro 

seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

53 SMART City Passion 700CL Auto. In met pink/silver, 54,000 

miles, nice example at.£2,495 

52 FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, 2 local owners, 

low insurance.£2,495 

05 FORD Ka. In Red, 38,000 miles, low insurance.£1,995 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with a/c, 
heated seats etc . Reduced to £1,695 


05 DIAHATSU Copen 700cc 
Convertible 

In black, full red leather trim, 
35,000 miles 

£3,995 


60 SUZUKi Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


59 VAUXHALL Meriva 
1.3 CDTi Club 

Met Grey, 34,000 Miles, Low Insurance 

£5,795 


!_ 

59 CHEVROLET Matiz SE 

New Model, Met Orange, 18,000 miles, AC 

£3,995 


All cars supplied w^ith new^ MoT and 3 months RAC v\rarranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Brood Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Penarth first 
eleven hockey 
team unbeaten 


PENARTH Hockey 
Club’s 1st XI main¬ 
tained its unbeaten 
run in De Cymru & 
The Marches 
Division One of the 
Davis Wood Hockey 
League, returning 
to pole position in 
its section, with a 
fourth win in as 
many games, but 
the 2nd XI contin¬ 
ued to ride a results 
rollercoaster in De 
Cymru 2. 

Coming into the 
weekend, Penarth were 
one of only two teams to 
have won all three of 
their opening fixtures 
and, with Cardiff & Met 
‘B’ suffering a 2-1 defeat 
earlier in the day, needed 
to remain unbeaten to go 
clear at the top of the 
table. 

However, the Bears 
knew that they would 
have a challenge on their 
hands, having only man¬ 
aged a 1 -1 draw against 
their opponents in a pre¬ 
season friendly. 

Despite that, Penarth 
started well and could 
have been ahead within 
the first minute when 
Chris Baker flashed the 
ball across the goal, only 
for Sam Wooding to see 
his touch on strike the 
post and go wide. 

Baker soon made 
Penarth’s dominance 
pay, however, firing the 
Vale of Glamorgan’s 
only senior club into the 
lead with a drag flick to 
the top right-hand cor¬ 
ner. The vice-captain 
then grabbed a second 
minutes later, beating 
several players before 
slotting home with a 
reverse stick to the keep¬ 
er’s bottom left. 

Looking for more 
goals before half-time, 
the visitors pushed for¬ 
ward, but this left them 
exposed at the back, and 
Cardiff & Met pulled 
one back before the 
interval with a well- 
worked short corner rou¬ 
tine. 

The second half was a 
more edgy affair, with 
both teams struggling to 
keep possession. 
Penarth’s lead always 
looked precarious, and 
Cardiff had several 
chances to equalise, but 
it was the visitors who 


eventually struck first, 
with Baker ghosting 
through the defence 
before squaring the ball 
to Tom Harran, who 
calmly slotted passed the 
defender on the line. 

Unfortunately, the 
Vale side then proved 
the theory that you are 
most vulnerable immedi¬ 
ately after scoring, and 
promptly conceded min¬ 
utes later when a defen¬ 
sive error by Sam 
Doherty gifted the ball 
to the Cardiff centre-for¬ 
ward. 

The home side again 
had chances to equalise, 
but it was Penarth who 
finally grabbed the deci¬ 
sive goal. Baker had had 
the Cardiff centre backs 
in his pocket all day and 
was allowed to dribble 
unchallenged from with¬ 
in his own half before 
slotting the ball through 
the goalkeeper’s legs, 
making it 4 -2 and col¬ 
lecting a personal hat- 
trick into the process. 

The victory confirmed 
Penarth in sole posses¬ 
sion of top spot in their 
division, with a three- 
point advantage over a 
trio of sides sharing sec¬ 
ond place. 

Despite being buoyed 
by week three’s hard- 
fought victory in 
Neath, it was business 
as usual for the 2nd XI 
as they faced early De 
Cymru 2 pacesetters 
Gwent at Barry Sports 
Centre. 

Unfortunately for the 
hosts, a combination of 
injuries and unavailabili¬ 
ty meant a number of 
changes to the line-up, 
and influential players 
such as Richard 
Bromiley, Zbig 
Sobiersierski and skipper 
Nick Pratt all having to 
play despite carrying 
injuries. 

Despite that, however, 
the home side gave a 
good account of them¬ 
selves in the early going, 
with the veteran trio of 
Rob Harrison, Richard 
‘Click’ Clarkson and 
Freddy Thomas all fea¬ 
turing as the control of 
midfield ebbed and 
flowed. The deadlock 
was eventually broken 
when Gwent snatched 
the lead midway through 
the opening half, but 
Penarth refused to be 
bowed, and some inci¬ 
sive 'scissor' play - rem¬ 


iniscent of that which 
proved so deadly at 
Neath - was finished off 
by James Kidby’s first 
goal of the season. 

The to-and-fro nature 
of the game continued as 
Gwent restored their 
lead but, once more, 
Penarth refused to lie 
down and, following 
another incisive passing 
move, Clarkson coolly 
lifted ball over the 
advancing ‘keeper to 
level scores. 

Turning around at 2-2, 
skipper Pratt emphasised 
the importance of not 
conceding an early goal 
but, as had happened in 
their last home game, 
Penarth did just that, 
allowing Gwent to claim 
a third lead of the game. 

Despite a tiring 
Penarth midfield still 
chasing gamely, the visi¬ 
tors were gradually dom¬ 
inating the vital part of 
the pitch, forcing man- 
of-the-match Calum 
Grant to make a series of 
excellent saves to keep 
the home side in the 
game. 

Penarth were not 
entirely without chances 
of their own, however, 
and, as the incisive 
hockey continued, 
Graeme 'Bomber' Jones 
was unfortunate not to 
get on the end of a move 
at top of the ‘D’ before 
Gwent were able to clear 
their lines. 

With time running out 
and the home side des¬ 
perately pushing forward 
to get the draw they felt 
they deserved, the weak¬ 
nesses in the line-up 
eventually took their 
toll, with Gwent deliver¬ 
ing a breakaway sucker 
punch late on to make 
the game safe at 4-2. 

Despite the result 
dropping Penarth back to 
fifth in the division, 

Pratt was pleased that 
his ailing line-up had 
been able to compete for 
long periods with a side 
sure to feature in the 
end-of-season promotion 
shake up. 

This weekend, the 1st 
XI faces their toughest 
challenge of the season 
so far, hosting a second- 
placed Lydney side that 
have scored 19 goals in 
their last three games. 
The 2nds, meanwhile, 
have no fixture, hopeful¬ 
ly allowing time for their 
various injuries to heal 
before returning to 
action in early 
November. 

Penarth Hockey Club 
always welcomes new, 
old and returning play¬ 
ers, umpires, supporters, 
friends and helpers 
regardless of age and 
ability. Training takes 
place on the artificial 
turf at Barry Sport 
Centre every 
Wednesday, with the 
Juniors in action 
between 6-7pm and 
Senior between 7-8pm. 

Contact club secre¬ 
tary Dave Stevens at 
d_stevens81 @hotmail.co 
.uk CL 


Ladies’ football 
fun day in Vale 

THE Vale ladies and girls football club is 
running a football fun day for girl’s aged 
seven-14 on Tuesday, October 29, at 
Porthkerry Park, Barry I0am-3pm. 

The day will include lots of skills, fun games and 
competitions with prizes on offer and coaching will 
be supplied by fully qualified club coaches with 
completed CRB Checks. 

Players will need to bring suitable clothing for 
outdoor training and a packed lunch with supply of 
drinks. 

To book please contact Luke Williams on 07832 
273688 or email: valegirlsfc@gmail.com. LW 


CITROEN Cl MAKES 
RIGHT CONNEXION 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 


“NOW, this is a 
snazzy little car,” 
says my wife 
Caroline, as we sit in 
the Citroen Cl 
Connexion. 

I can see why she 
instantly warms to it 
because it is a very girlie 
car, with its lipstick red 
wing mirrors and door 
handles and its striking 
black finish. No sooner 
have I started driving it 
than another model, 
exactly the same, passes 
me with a young lady 
driving it. 

It is a very compact 
city car and surprisingly 
there is a good amount of 
legroom in the front and 
back, which puts com¬ 
petitors like the Fiat 500 
to shame. 

Despite its blatantly 
female characteristics (as 
you can see in the video at 
testdrives.biz) if the hard- 
nosed male motorist 
sticks with it, it provides a 
good driving experience. 

Yes, you’ll have to 
ignore the sympathetic 
stares from macho 
motorists in their Range 
Rovers and Mercedes and 
the ‘sweetie’ from the 
effeminate assistant at the 
garage forecourt. 

“It’s my wife’s car,” I 
mumble. Get over that 
and this Peugeot 107 by 
any other name (it uses 
the same floorpan and 
bodyshell) has a five 
speed manual gearbox 


and a 998cc petrol engine. 
You would be forgiven 
for thinking that this 
makes for a pretty dull car 
but because it is so light, 
just 805kg, it is possible 
to reach 60mph from 
standstill in a shade over 
12 seconds and onto a top 
speed of 98mph. Very rea¬ 
sonable figures. 

Obviously when there 
are four adults inside, 
these results are ham¬ 
pered somewhat as they 
are when strong winds 
pick up, as they do in the 
test. 

Then there is the 
65mpg (combined) fig¬ 
ure, which is better than 
some diesels. 

It is possible to squeeze 
a pushchair into the tiny 
boot, or a week’s worth of 
shopping, but not both at 
the same time. 

The only criticism I 
have, which I admit is 
partly my fault, is that if 
your hands slip from the 
ten-to-two position on the 
steering wheel it is all too 
easy to sound the horn, 
which occurred on a num¬ 
ber of occasions, frighten¬ 
ing the motorist in front 
and embarrassing me. 

While this five-door 
hatchback is finished to a 
good standard there is no 
denying that this is a bit of 
a tin can. I shut the rear 
door a little too enthusias¬ 
tically and I fear that if I 
do it any harder it might 
change shape. 

The seats are comfy, 
although the driver’s seat 



THE CITROEN Cl CONNEXION 


could do with a little more 
padding in the lumbar 
region. Parking is a cinch 
due to its size. 

The rear windows are 
fitted with rear privacy 
glass and rather than 
winding up or down, the 
rear passenger windows 
pop out for opening. 

I hke the simple mini¬ 
malist dashboard and the 
fact that at night, when 
the lights are on, the sec¬ 
tion housing the fan con¬ 
trols lights up. The air 
conditioning, in common 
with the Vauxhall Corsa 
tested last week, does 
struggle in high tempera¬ 
tures. 

But there’s more to this 
dashboard than at first 
meets the eye because 
there are four simple but¬ 
tons arranged in the shape 
of a coin on the dash to 
the left of the steering 
wheel. These are actually 
part of what the industry 
calls black box technolo¬ 
gy- 

One button will call a 


call centre and you can 
tell them where you want 
to go and then spoken 
directions will be provid¬ 
ed throughout the course 
of your journey. 

Another switch patches 
you through to Citroen 
Assist breakdown service. 
It’s also possible to make 
a 999 call through this 
system, as well as con¬ 
necting you directly to 
your Citroen insurance. 

This black box will 
also record erratic driving 
behaviour and feed it 
back to the insurance 


company as a way of 
keeping insurance premi¬ 
ums lower for well- 
behaved young drivers. 

Caroline says that this 
is the car she would buy if 
ever she chose to replace 
her P-registered Fiat 
Punto. Praise indeed. 

Facts at a glance: 

New price range: 
£8,095 - £10,845. 

0-60mph: 12.2secs. 

Top speed: 98mph. 

Economy: 65mpg. 

Road tax: Nil. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives.biz 


Penarth golfers aim for 
Portugal play-off spot 


TWO Penarth golfers 
are just one step away 
from a dream six- 
night, four-star, 
expenses-paid trip to 
the Algarve, where 
they could compete for 
a prestigious national 
amateur title. 

Stephen Clancy and 
Ivan Toms, from The 
Glamorganshire Golf 
Club, compete in the 
regional final of the 
HowDidiDo National 
Matchplay 

Championship at the at 
the Macdonald Botley 
Park Hotel Golf and 
Spa, Southampton, on 
Tuesday October 22, 
aiming to qualify for the 
grand fined in the 
Algarve at the four-star 
Monte da Quinta Club, 
on the Quinta do Lago 
estate. 

Four competitions 
culminate at the grand 
final, sponsored this 
year by both Monte da 
Quinta Club and Quinta 
do Lago: singles, pairs, 
mixed pairs and senior 
pairs, with a total of 32 
golfers, from across the 
UK, fighting it out for 
the titles. Each pair will 
have played up to four 
qualifying rounds merely 
to reach the regional 
final, with the knockout 


rounds taking place 
between June and 
September, and the 
regional finals in 
October. HowDidiDo’s 
database now holds in 
excess of 21 million 
rounds of golf along 


with the handicaps, 
results and scores of 
more than 1,300,000 UK 
golf club members. It is 
now arguably the largest 
and most up-to-date 
database of golfers in 
Europe. 


Beavers hold 
a triathlon 


BARRY Beavers 
disabled swimming 
club held a success¬ 
ful fundraising 
triathlon on 

Sunday, September 
29. 

Ten competitors bat¬ 
tled against each other to 
be awarded the first place 
trophy. Stephanie Evans 
was first out of the pool 
having completed 40 
lengths in record time but 
was soon overtaken on 
her bike by Chris 
Economides, who led the 
rest of the way and came 
in a triumphant first 
place. 

The youngest com¬ 
petitor Patrick Jones 
came in second followed 
by Linda Ruston in third 
place. The other com¬ 
petitors Stephanie Evans, 
Cath Jones, Diane 


Hitcock and Rob Lynch 
all came home tri¬ 
umphant, and Gareth 
Hopkins and Adam 
Keenor sprinted to the 
finish line with great 
competitiveness. 

Sadly, Peter Davies 
lost a pedal on his bike 
and was unable to finish 
the race - better luck next 
year. Coun Howard 
Hamilton presented the 
trophies and medals. 
Barry Beavers are very 
grateful to Coun 
Hamilton for all his sup¬ 
port and also to St John 
Ambulance and the Air 
Training Corps for giving 
their time to help at the 
event. 

A big thank you to all 
the marshals, helpers and 
supporters for making it 
a successful event. 

SD 


Champion says 
martial art can 
help children’s 
confidence... 


WORLD Tae Kwon 
Do champion 
Joseph Schembri, 
who teaches 200 stu¬ 
dents in the Vale, 
says the sport can 
help children who 
suffer with behav¬ 
ioural problems and 
bullying. 

The Welsh team cap¬ 
tain has just been award¬ 
ed his fourth individual 
world title and now 
hopes to encourage more 
youngsters to take up the 
challenging martial art. 

Along with Mr Brian 
Taylor, Joseph has 
launched Ninja Kids, a 
pre-school Tae Kwon Do 
class for kids aged three 
to six, with classes in 
Rhoose, Llantwit, Dinas 
Powys and Sully. 

He said: “The classes 


are run in a controlled, 
fun and disciplined envi¬ 
ronment, promoting 
respect and good behav¬ 
iour. Tae Kwon Do can 
also give youngsters con¬ 
fidence if they have been 
bullied at school.” 

The 38-year-old from 
Barry has been training 
since he was nine years 
old, and now hopes to set 
up a permanent centre 
dedicated to Tae Kwon 
Do in the Vale. 

Kath Burmingham, a 
teacher at Eagleswell 
Primary, said: “Kids 
who are in trouble and 
faced with overwhelming 
odds can learn respect 
and courtesy while also 
improving their confi¬ 
dence.” 

Eor more information, 
contact Mr Schembri at 
jstkd.co.uk or 07711 
234500. 


Youngsters 
can learn 
from ‘Big Nev’ 

WALES and Everton legend Neville 
Southall has started a goalkeeping centre 
alongside the PGIO Development Centre 
based at Bryn Hafren School in Barry. 

Southall, who has also coached Wales under-16s 
through to under-19s and the main international 
team, will be able to pass on his vast experience and 
knowledge to inspiring goalkeepers every Monday 
from 5pm-6pm for children and young people aged 
eight-16 years old 

To enrol in the goalkeeping and development cen¬ 
tre please email info@pglOcoaching.co.uk or phone 
07955270870. PG 
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Cowbridge 
RFC slip 
to defeat 


COWBRIDGE 1st XV enter¬ 
tained Glyncoch at the Athletic 
Field, losing 5-34. 

The rain stopped just before kick off 
and the sun came out, but there was no 
sunny outcome for Cowbridge. 
Glyncoch were eight points up by the 
midway point of the first half with a try 
for their no. 7 and a penalty for the out¬ 
side half. 

The no. 7 scored again on 30 min¬ 
utes as Cowbridge came unstuck trying 
to clear the ball from behind their goal 
line. 

Cowbridge got on the scoresheet 
just before halftime with quick ball 
from a scrum and Luke James coming 
in from the blindside wing to make the 
extra man, putting Jamie Picton- 
Tuberville over for an unconverted try. 

Glyncoch continued to pressure, and 
after 14 minutes second row Kyle 
Jones was replaced by Lewis Hopkins. 

Glyncoch showed little adventure 
but their strength up front and boot of 
their outside half was serving them 
well. 


At the midpoint, from a lineout, 
their no. 6 was driven over for a con¬ 
verted try. On 25 minutes Glyncoch's 
prop was yellow carded but five min¬ 
utes later things were evened up as 
hooker Luke Adams had to take 10 
minutes on the touchline. 

From pressure at a scrum 
Glyncoch's no. 7 got his hat trick and 
then with five minutes to go, their 
scrum half added the final try to bring 
a score of 5-34. 

Glyncoch were probably two stone a 
man heavier up front and kept things 
simple behind. They played with a 
physicality that Cowbridge couldn't 
match on the day. 

There were unsung heroes in 
flankers Connor Boys and Lenny 
Tudor and a lively performance from 
scrum half Tom Howson. 

This Saturday Cowbridge are in the 
Swalec Bowl away at Briton Ferry, and 
the following Saturday they take on 
Barry. Lets hope we can get back on 
track soon - there is plenty of talent 
available. 

RV/RK 


Darts league round-up 


ON Tuesday, 

October 17, 

Llanharry contin¬ 
ued their unbeaten 
run with a 9-0 victo¬ 
ry over the Star Inn. 

For the two chasing 
teams, Edmondes B won 
7-2 at the Hare and 
Hounds, and Edmondes 
C beat the Highwayman 
Inn 6-3. 

Daisey Repke 

(Edmondes C) beat the 
previous highest ladies 


ALTHOUGH still 
suffering from a 
depleted squad 
through injuries, 
Cowbridge under- 
15s produced their 
best performance of 
the season to con¬ 
vincingly overcome 
their Cardiff oppo¬ 
nents by seven tries 
to one, the final 
score 41-7. 

With no replacements 
on the bench many of the 
home side supporters 
feared a defeat from a 
team that had always 
provided stiff opposition 
in the past. 

However, three tries 
from wing Dan Bunney 
and two from Sam 
Palmer and James 
Holder, plus three con¬ 
versions from Rhys 
Beynon, left Rhiwbina 
with nothing but a late 
consolation try. 

Excellent tackling 
from Joe Knott, Ben 


out of 76 in that match - 
the number now to beat is 
78. 

The Old Post Ladies 
losing 2-7 to the Cross 
Inn and the Edmondes A 
beat the Earmers Arms 6- 
3. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings, after three matches 
are: Llanharry (31 

points), Edmondes B 
(26), Edmondes C (22), 
Edmodes A and 
Highwayman Inn (19), 
Earmers Arms (18), Hare 


Terry and Joe Watts kept 
Rhiwbina at bay, and out¬ 
standing ball carrying 
from Josh Evans, Owain 
Jenkins and Tomos 
Evans-Williams continu¬ 
ally put the Cardiff side 
on the defensive. 

With some probing 
kicks from scrum half 
Osian John and impor¬ 
tant turnovers from the 
forwards, where Mat 
Keating, Duncan Ace and 
Will Cousins were out¬ 
standing, Rhiwbina were 
rarely able to gain good 
possession. 

The Cowbridge line¬ 
out dominated from start 
to finish, due mainly to 
accurate throw-ins from 
hooker Charlie Martin. 

Cowbridge can now 
look forward to their next 
game with renewed con¬ 
fidence, particularly 
when some of the squad 
will hopefully return 
from injury. 

MF 


and Hounds (17), Cross 
Inn (15), Old Post Ladies 
(4), The Star Inn (0). 

Next week, Tuesday 
October 29, Edmondes B 
host the Cross Inn, The 
Earmers Arms host the 
Old Post Ladies, The Star 
Inn host the Hare and 
Hounds, the Edmondes C 
host the Edmondes A and 
Llanharry host the 
Highwayman Inn. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are welcome. Note, all 
teams can register new 
players until the New 
Year so if you wish to 
play darts this season get 
in touch. Eor further 
information e-mail Paul 
a t 

cowbridgedarts @ gmail.c 
om, up-to-date informa¬ 
tion can be found on the 
website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 
_OT 

Tim’s 

winner 

GALLOX BRIDGE, 
an eight-year-old bay 
gelding, owned by Mr 
D W Fox, and trained 
by Tim Vaughan at 
Aberthin, won the 
William Hill Exclusive 
Mobile Offers 

Handicap Chase 
under Richard 

Johnson at Kempton 
Park on Sunday. 

Gallox Bridge, who 
went off the 15-8 
favourite, scored by two- 
and-three-quarter lengths 
from Able Deputy. 

BRIAN LEE 


UNDER-15S 

IMPRESS 


Junior rugby round-up 


LAST Sunday 
morning, 
Cowbridge under- 
13s continued their 
impressive unbeat¬ 
en start to the sea¬ 
son with a good win 
in the first round of 
the Blues Cup. 

Cowbridge hosted 
Tonyrefail, the first time 
the teams have met for a 
number of seasons. 
Cowbridge’s opening try 
came from a win against 
the head by Lewis 
Hawke, the Cowbridge 
hooker. 

Hawke stole the ball 
from a Tonyrefail scrum 
just inside Tonyrefail 22. 
Cowbridge number 8 
Reuben Williams picked 
up the ball from the base 
of the scrum and showed 
a great skill by passing 
the ball behind his back 
to Evan Thomas to go 
over in the corner. 

Tonyrefail were 
camped on the 
Cowbridge line and only 
some last ditch tackling 
kept their forwards at 
bay. The resolute defence 
by Cowbridge was 
rewarded with a penalty 
on their own line, but 
showing great confi¬ 
dence, instead of clearing 
their lines, loan Williams 
tapped the ball and ran. 

Two passes later the 
ball was in Sam Green’s 
hands. Green, the left- 
wing, sidestepped his 
opposite number and ran 
the length of the field for 
the game’s second try; I 
Williams converted. 

Straight from the 
resulting kick-off 

R.Williams made a pow¬ 
erful run straight through 
the Tonyrefail pack. 
Great support work 
allowed quick recycled 
ball. I.Williams fed his 
backs, and with plenty of 
time the backs completed 
some simple passing to 
put Green in for his sec¬ 
ond try of the game. 

Tonyrefail did not let 
their heads drop and 
came back strongly once 
again through their for¬ 
wards, but once again the 
Cowbridge defence held 
strong with some great 
tackles by Luke Conner 
and Jack Little. 

A blindside tackle by 
Ben Jones allowed his 
back row partner lestyn 
Eenn to complete a great 
turnover. I.Williams fed 
Jack Dixon, who set off 
on another length of the 
field run, the try convert¬ 
ed by I.Williams. 

Cowbridge were now 
playing with confidence 
and managed to keep 
Tonyrefail deep inside 
their own 22. Max Rees 
gathered a Tonyrefail 
clearing kick and made a 
sidestep before being 
tackled, but still manag¬ 
ing to pop the ball to 
Green. 

Green stood his oppo¬ 
site number up and made 
a simple but very effec¬ 


tive pass to I.Williams 
who went over to score 
his first try of the season. 
He then converted his 
own try. 

The second half start¬ 
ed as the first had fin¬ 
ished with a Cowbridge 
try. Straight from kick off 
Harry Bluck gathered the 
ball and set up a good 
ruck. The ball popped out 
of the side of the ruck, 
for Green to pick up the 
loose ball and set off on 
another length of the 
field run to score and 
complete his hat-trick. 

Tonyrefail attacked 
Cowbridge and were 
rewarded with a couple 
of forward-dominated 
tries halfway through the 
second half. However, it 
was Cowbridge who had 
the last say with another 
Dixon try in the far right 
corner, the final score 
Cowbridge 41, 

Tonyrefail 10. 

GJ 

This local derby saw 
Cowbridge under-lOs 
entertain Pontyclun on 
a heavy pitch following 
the overnight rain that 
had fallen. 

The match was played 
over a format of 15 
minute quarters. In a 
tight battle the first quar¬ 
ter saw Pontyclun score 
two tries with one excel¬ 
lent response from Harry 
Trehame. 

Cowbridge fell off too 
many tackles in this 
quarter making life diffi¬ 
cult in defence for them¬ 
selves as they conceding 
ground too easily. Rhys 
Eord and Alfie Rees car¬ 
ried the ball well but all 
too often the ball was lost 
at the breakdown area. 

The second quarter 
was even tighter again, 
this time with only one 
try scored by the visitors. 
However, there were 
some notable defensive 
efforts particularly by 
Sebastian Johns-Powell, 
with one very memorable 
try-saving tackle, and 
Robbie Brown, Lewys 
Robins and Harry 
Treharne making big 
defensive contributions. 
At the halfway point 
Pontyclun led by 3 tries 
to 1. 

With next month’s 
tournament in Bristol in 
mind the third quarter 
saw some new combina¬ 
tions tried and 
Cowbridge arguably put 
their strongest team onto 
the field. This saw some 
lovely rugby played and 
Cowbridge took this 
quarter by 4 tries to 1. 

Cowbridge were also 
much better at the break¬ 
down area where more 
physicality was exerted 
with Ifor Rees, Rhydian 
Williams and Ruben 
Davies particularly 
prominent. It was the 
wonderful running skills 
of Ruben Davies, follow¬ 
ing good teamwork to get 
him into space, that saw 
Cowbridge notch up their 
first two tries. Pontyclun 


responded with a try of 
their own before Ruben 
completed his hattrick 
with a touchline sprint. 

The scoring was fin¬ 
ished by the under-lOs’ 
version of Phil Bennett, 
as Harry Treharne’s 
dancing feet and eye for 
the try line saw him score 
another excellent try to 
leave the score 5-4 in the 
home side’s favour. 

The last quarter saw 
Cowbridge rotate the 
squad which allowed 
Pontyclun back into the 
game. Two quick tries 
from Pontyclun saw 
them edge in front but 
this was cancelled out as 
Rhys Eord powered 
through a couple of tack¬ 
les and sprinted to the 
line to score a fine try. 

However, with a few 
further changes made, 
Cowbridge were unable 
to hold out and 
Pontyclun added two fur¬ 
ther tries to end the game 
8-6 winners. 

As usual there were 
some very good and not 
so good aspects of 
Cowbridge’s play, but 
this proved to be an 
enjoyable game played in 
muddy conditions which 
all junior participants 
appeared to enjoy. 

Squad: Ruben Davies, 
Tom Brennan, Alfie Rees, 
Sebastian Johns-Powell, 
Akka Guwy, Will Harris, 
lolo Davies, Sam Payne, 
Ethan Francis, Leyws 


Robins, Tom 

Collingridge, Harry 
Treharne, Robbie Brown, 
Oliver Jones, Will Ryan, 
Luke Treadwell, Ifor 
Rees, Archie Lloyd, 
Rhydian Williams, Finlay 
Brace, Rhys Ford, 
Stejfan Evans and Rhys 
Pritchard. 

ME 

Cowbridge under-8s 
played four highly 
competitive matches 
at home against local 
rivals Pontyclun and 
were delighted to 
emerge the strongest 
side. 

Team 1 secured a nar¬ 
row 6-5 victory in their 
first match, with the first 
two tries coming from 
James Lord. 

loan Phillips then 
scored after a solid run 
from Joe Euntek. Joe 
Davies scored two, fol¬ 
lowed by a score from 
Ned Rees with what 
turned out to be the win¬ 
ning try. 

Team 1 won their sec¬ 
ond match 9-8. Tries 
came from loan Phillips, 
followed by Henry 
Davies. 

Pontyclun kept in the 
game but James Lord 
made a superb weaving 
run to score a try. An out¬ 
standing team try fol¬ 
lowed, finished by loan 
Phillips. 

Ned Rees, Joe Davies 
and Harry New (2) all 


scored before Joe Davies 
won the game for the 
team. 

Team 2 got off to a fly¬ 
ing start with two tries 
from Osian Bruce, firstly 
from a switch with Sam 
Sheppard, followed by a 
majestic run down the 
wing. Paddy Whitestone 
scored from the restart 
followed by Charlie 
Berkley-Smith, who 
crossed the line after a 
slick sidestep. 

Although Pontyclun 
kept in the game, a diag¬ 
onal run from Ben 
Stephenson led to a fur¬ 
ther try. A powerful run 
from Henry Whitehouse 
and determined support 
running from Paddy 
Whitestone led to two 
further tries, with Osian, 
wrapping up his hattrick, 
confirming the victory. 

Team 2 ran out of 
steam in the second half 
of their second match, 
losing 4 tries to 8 despite 
an impressive first half 
performance, with two 
tries coming from Osian, 
one again the result of the 
impenetrable Sam 
Sheppard switch, and 
two from Charlie 
Berkley-Smith, who was 
on hand to score, demon¬ 
strating consistent sup¬ 
port running. Overall, an 
impressive performance 
from the under-8s. 


KD 


WENVOE CASTLE 

^ GOLF CLUB 

Autumn/Winter Green Fee Promotions 2013/14 

Winter Membership Available 

4 Month Membership: November to February 
Come and join us - oniy £150 inciusive 

BENEFITS: Seven Day Membership • Championship Golf Course with Rrst 
Class Greens • Excellent Drainage • Minimal Closure Through Winter Months 
• Golf Network Wales Membership Courtesy Golf at seven other golf course venues 
throughout Wales • Restaurant and Bar Facilities Member Discounts (Bar Levy £20) 


} 


Weekday Morning Offers: 

Play between 9am-12pm and pay only 

£20 for an individual 
Green Fee 
£50 Four Ball Offer 
when you Book Online* 

* Subject to availability, terms and conditions apply. ‘ 


Weekday Afternoon Offers: 

Play after 12.15pm and pay only 

£15 for an individual 
Green Fee 
£40 Four Ball Offer 
when you Book Online* 

* Subject to availability, terms and conditions apply. 


Ts&Cs - Green fees 
not available in 
conjunction with any 
other promotion, 
including county cards 
or 2 for 1 offers. 


T 


FOR SOCIETIES/GROUP BOOKINGS 

Tel: 029 2059 4371 


IF THE COURSE CLOSES DUE TO RAIN, 
YOU CAN RETURN AND PLAY FOR FREE! 

BOOK ONLINE AT: 

www.wenvoecastlegolfgolfclub.co.uk 





















